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tbe Factory and quality control over tbe 
products manufactured in the Factory exists 
at all ItalICS. During the year .196&-67, 
63· 68 lakhs Nos. of transistors and diodes 
we'" manufactured and inspected by the 
Inspection Department and stores credited. 

(b) No, Sir. 
(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

>;f"';"iI'm'lf~~: ~~~ 
f~ 'fT f.f; 25 m<iI' ~ if; ~ if; 
¢~ 'liT ~ ar<rn1l'T mY 
~ ~ "'" 'EIlfirn ~ ~ ~ 
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MR. SPEAKER: I am extremely sorry 
I have extended the Question Hour by 5 
minutes. I did not see it. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: I thought you 
were extending the time deliberately and we 
are getting more time for question Hour. 

MR. SPEAKER: No, no. 
SHRI C. K. BHAlTACHARYYA: 

The suggestion came from the Chair that 
the Minister might reply to two other ques· 
tions relating to Nagaland, fir., Nos. 489 
and S04. 

MR. SPEAKER: Not from the Chair. 
It is written here ·Similar'. BUI I accepted 
what the Minister said. Don't worry. 

Now, Short Notice Question. 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION 

FLOW OF BARAUNI OIL INTO POND 
+ 

S.N.Q. S. SHRI MRITYUNJAY PRASAD: 
SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA : 
SHRI RABI RAY: 

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS be pleased 10 state : 

<a> whether Government's attention has 
heen drawn to a news item published in 
the Indian Nation, Patna, on the 26th July, 
1968 under caption "Barauni oil ftows into 
Pond"; and 

(b> if so, Government's reaction thereto 
and the steps taken to avoid recurrence 
of such surplus flows? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS AND OF SOCIAL WELFARE 
<SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH): (a) and (b). 
Yes, Sir. On the 24th July, 1968, It was 
noticed tha.t some oil had escaped from the 
tank farm of the Barauni Refinery into a 
pond just outside (he refinery. Preliminary 
investigations reveal that a drain valve of 
an' intermediate coking gas oil tank had been 
left open on the night of 23rd/24tb July. 
1968, resulting in the outflow of approxi-
mately 10 metric tonnes of 'Coking Gas 
Oil'. The sewage should have normally 
carried this drained oil to the oil recovery 
system. But the oil recovery system was 
choked with lumps of wax near the man-
hole just outside the tank farm wall. The 
cover of the manhole was partially open, 
and the drained oil after filling the man-
hole over-flowed and foued it, way to the 
borrow pit nearby. 
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2. Three oparatora!lave MDCe bien 
cbarao-sboeted and suspended for uesJiaenoe 
of duty. A departmental enquiry :bas also 
been ordered by the General Man .... from 
whom a further report is awaited. 

3. The foUowina security measures have 
also been laken: 

(i) The pro~sfon of sluioe ptes at all 
open drains which will trap any 
oil in tbe water 1I0ina out of the 
RefIDmy. The oil entrapped if any 
will be aJrinuned daily to prevent ro-
currence of such incidents. 

(ii) Tbe Division HeadlJ of Shifts !lave 
been instructed to undertake exten-
sive and ~gOrous ~oits to various 
units and areas in tbe refinery and 
report anything abnormal and take 
immediate action. 

(iii) The security officer will ~sit all 
outlets twice a day and make a 
report. 

(iv) IdIprovement in the liabtina up and 
deanna of the concerned areas. 

~ft qflfO(!t ~: 1l ~ ~ 
~ f.t; Q~ '!"f ~ ~ tf fif;wn' 
~ <'!1TT ~ Gil 20 Col' ~ qJ ~ 
am: ~ 1ft ilIT'r ~ ~ ~ ~ ()m t 
A; ~ I~ !IITl«f ~ ~ ~ it; ~ 
~~~~'flITtam:~~~ 
~ o;fR 3: firm A; 'l'fl ;mit ~ ~ 
A\'I';;mft ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ IiI'{<IT 
~~~~~~W~ilIT'r 
lit ;nr * ~ ~ m tf '1<fT "fflT ? 

finR m<f ~ ~ '"' A; 
'J9' ~ i{1 ~ ... ~ 11 1ft ~ vft' am: 
~ ~ ~ ;ft..- ~ ~ omft 11 
<m ~ <rrW ~ 'liT '1<fT "fflT lIfT am: 
iW~~i{~~lR11~rn 
~tA;~m~~10fil:'l~~ 
~ttftW ~mm ~ 1ft~, ~ 
m~1 It't~11~~t 
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"" ;;IT;f~~ ~ ~ 1l~ ~~ 
A; ~ ;;rtq ~ ~ 'liT ~ '1<fT "fflT ~ 

39-LSSi68 

A; ~ am: ar'R '1<fT ~ ~ 5T~ ~ ~ 
am om iR ~ ~ ? 

SH1U RAGHU RAMAlAH: From lbe 
quantity it has been estimated that tbeoil 
would have been f10willg from 8'30 P.M. to 
10'30 P.M. Actually tbey found it next clay 
at 1 P.M. All tbeso matters will no doubt be 
enquired into by t he department enquiry 
committee. The Ministry shares the aPPfto 
hension of my hon. friend. 

11ft ~~ ~ : ~ if; ;n'( ~ 
am ;r om ~ ? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAlAH: The 
departmental enquiry committee will cowr 
the aspect of sabotaae also. I share the 
apprehension of my hon. friend !:bat this 
should not have happened normally. 

11ft ~ If<<R : qf<'ffi ;f ~ 
if; ;n'(.~~~~ ~ lfTW? 

SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA: This 
i. nol the first time that this sort of thing 
has happened in Barauni refinery. In the 
last session also we have discUSlled the 
earlier oa:urrenco, when Ganga was blazina 
and ultimately it was proved !:bat thcR 
was leak. from Barauni refinery IIDd 
Ganp water was polluted. The Minister 
was protesting in this House and the Barauni 
refinery had to be closed for 2 or 3 days, 
resultina in huge loss to the public sector 
project. Apin this time it has happened. 
I thank the Minister for acoepting the short 
notioe question. On 7th luly, a simiIac 
thing happened at Gauhati. Oil was Ieakina 
from the storqe tank and it was flowing for 
one mile long along the drain which carries 
the refuse of the refinery. It was 6 AM 
and I was in bed. The whole slry was dark 
and people were crying in panic. It was 
found after sometime that oil was ftowina 
from Gaubati refinery. 

Now, this thing has happened for the 
second time in Barauni refinery. I want to 
know whether any automatic devioe :bas 
been adopted by the Government or by re-
finery technicians to ensure !:bat when the 
storaae tanks are filled, automatically it 
will stop furtber filling of oil? So far 
as tbe manaaement is concerned. we !lave 
always been appointiog ex-Generals and ex-
ICS men as manasers. What have they to 
do? Are they there to shoot or make Ieft-
right business? They do not know any-
thina. I want to know whether !tlje manaaers 
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of the Gauhati refinery and Barauni refinery 
ha\'e been taken to task for these failures ? 
May I also know whether the Government 
will appoint any enquiry committee to 
prcM:Jlt further recurrence of such incidents 
in the public sector refineries ? 

SURI RAGHU RAMAlAH: As re-
gards the mechanism of preventing the es-
cape of oil. it is necessary that every tank 
must have a discharge valve, becaulie when 
the tank has to be cleared. water has to be 
let out. If somebody negligently or mali-
ciously or for some mysterious reason re-
moves it and does mischief. the proper thing 
is to punish them. In such a case, what 
should be done is, the oil which flows from 
the valve must be sent back to the oil re-
finery systeJII. That is the precalltionary 
system we have indicated. About the 
management, I would not like to castigate 
the whole management. Whether he is an . 
ex..Qeneral or anybody else, when 
we appoint a manager, we take every pre-
caution to ensure that he has the necessary 
...-;ence. Whether in this case therewas 
m, managerial fault or administrative lapse 
will be known when the enquiry is com-
J'I*. We will not certainly spare anybody. 
It is a bad thing that oil should leak out. 
It is a very bad thing it should happen 
a lIIICOnd time. About the enquiry, there is 
ahady a judicial enquiry going on into the. 
earlier leakage. In this case, the depart-
IMDtal enquiry is comprehensive enough to 
cover even the aspect of sabotage. 

'iT'~~: ~~ 
l'<ifll!{.,fi"1 If ~ ~~ ~ 
~ <IIT'1 ij; ~ ~ I ~ am: <rOO 
"" ,~ ~ ~ wm: 'I>T ~ I 1ieft 
~il~fifi"~m~~~1 
~ ~ If ~ ful1i ~ ~ <rt"f 
1;iif (R> ~ ~ ~ I ~ om: cft~ 
~~<IIT'1'IiT~~~~ ~ 
~ am: ~ om: arJ"'1" 'Ii<'f~ mf-
~ If, ~ ~ am ~ ~, ~ 
it 'a<; ;jlt ~ ~ ~ fiI; ftrR ~ WIT 
~~'fit~'IiT~~flr<;r~~ I 
tt·"",,," ~ ~ "1T"1"'1T ~ ~ ~ 
fiIIifUrr mf-mr.r.r ~;;ft ~ 1flt lti1It 

~ lfl" ~ ott i1<il\kFillit"i it ~ 
;;ft m.r ~ ~ ~, ~ ott ~ 'fit 
~~'11~~~~~~? 
~1ieft~~'fit~~ 
~ ~ ~ if ~ wm: 'tit i1<i!{iflaclit"i 

~~~? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: Kerosene 
shgrtage, I am afraid, has nothing to do 
with this. We ha\'e been trying to import 
kerosene also but sometimes due to trans-
port dii6culties there has been shortage in 
some parts of the country but it has really 
nothing to do with this. 

SHRI BASUMATARI: May I know 
the reason why for filling up the managerial 
posts you select retired Generals and others 
instead of finding out technical men? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: Actually 
the personnel appointed to manage the 
Barauni Refinery had two or three years 
experience of running the Gauhati Refinery. 

qT~~: mwm:~~"'m 
if <rOO 'I>T ~ i1W am: ~ If ~ 
~ if! lrnf ~ ~ ~, ~ (fifi" ifU 
~ ~,fit; ~;;ft arr~ ~ ~ 
~~'tiT~~fl~tam:;;r;r 
~ m- l!11 'f>W ~ ;;r..-~ ifi"U 
~~'fit~ifi"U~tam:~~~ 
mfuc:TJ~tl ~~il~ 
ij;mlf~~'tiT~? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: May I 
request, Sir, that the House await the findings 
of the judicial inquiry committee as well 
as this committee. Then we can come to 
our own findings and take remedial mea-
sures. 

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: Whatever one 
may say in defence of these refineries and 
other things there is no doubt about the 
fact that during the last two years these 
refineries have deteriorated so far as pro-
duction is conc:erQI:d and so far as increase 
in the anti-social elements in these refineries 
is concerned who try to sabotage ~ 
elfort of whoever the manager may be. 
Ma.y I kDow if the Go¥emment has liwo 
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su1licient powers to these financial com-
mittees and other committees to deal with : 
firstly, the appointment of managers who 
are competent to do the job; secondly, 
the elimination of the anti-social elements 
and tbe entrustment of tbis work to the 
manager ; and, tbirdly, bow the sabotaging 
efforts of some of these persons can be 
averted because, 'IS you know, some of 
these refineries are situated in one of the 
most strategic areas? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAlAH: The 
General Managers are appointed by G(r 
vernment after a thorough enquiry into their 
background. As regards their powers, what-
ever powers are necessary are given and will 
be given. About the acts of sabotage, G(r 
vemment is always viiilant and whenever 
anything comes to their notice, after inves-
tigation or otherwise, they do everything 
possible to stop it. 

I5fI afPf Sfltim ~: crofr am: 
~ij;mlT~fu;r~~~ 
am f,Pim' 1f ~ f.R;m' I 1{ 1l'efi 
~ i!r ;;n;r.rr ~ R' f.f; ~ ~ 
if; ~ ~;f ~fWmr;rw~ 
ft;m, f.;m 1f ~mr ~ ~ ~r 'WiT 
~m ? 3JT'r ;f ;;IT ~ ~ 
f~ ~ ~~ if; ~ 3lT'fi fuiW 'flU 
~, :in: 3JT'r ;f ~ 'fit ~ ~ lIT 
~? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: We have 
suspended the operators who are respon-
sible for cbecking the valve. If the inquiry 
reveals any defect or lacuna on the part of 
superior officers we will not spare any of 
them. 

'lit ITo ;rio ~: crofr 1f ~ 
~ ~ 'WiT trfur ~1 ~ ~ I ~ 
~;;rrt; ~ trfur ~ ~ ~ 
am:~i!r~"T~ arr~~ I aNm!ffl 
<'fI"I;~I~am:~m~i!r~'fiT 

~f~~~1 ~~*",1f 
ffi;r ~ if; iffi1IT awr <'flT if{ ~ I qr;ft 
~ ~ WIT '1'~ ~ 'mIT ~ foI; ~ ~ 
;;r.r 'fit oft <ti<: ~ ~ ~ I ffi;r 'I'll: 
<ti<:qtsli''if<'lTl'fllT~1 ~;;IT~~ 

3f'OlmVIT 'ffl' ~ ~, ~ ~ ;;IT ~ ~­
~ 'ffl' ~ ~~, ~ m ~ m 
'flU~~~~)1rrf.f;~~. 

~~i!r~ifii:am:~;;ft 
itm ~ arm: fu;r ~ ~ ~', ~ 
'EIfuf or~, itm ~ ~ ~7 'fin 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~;;IT 'Rf.ft 
if;~1fmUm'll'T~~ 
am: '«IT ~ foI; or ~ <rof\;r.r ~ 
q;::iIf<;<I;t!~~1fm~~ 

W~~~'am:~~ij;~ 
'flU ~ fiI;li ~ am:;;IT ftci'ti ~ ~ 
~~~q;::~~mm~~ 

iMT~m:or~1 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICAL AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI ASOKA MEHTA): The 
Commission of Inquiry which has been 
appointed is also a technical committee. 
It includes technical people. Some of these 
matters are gone into by it. Recently, 
we have a very high-level team from the 
Soviet Union and these Soviet technicians 
and our technic.ians are also carefully look-
ing into the functioning of the Barauni 
refinery. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Due to indi-
fference and negligence of the authorities 
of the two refineries in the public sector, 
Barauni and Gauhati, they are behaving in 
an atrocious manner. This is not the first 
time that oil has leaked out of the refineries. 
For instance, in the Barauni refinery oil 
leaked out to the Ganga and Ganga was on 
fire. And, then, what happened to the 
Gauhati refinery on the 7th? Oil from the 
Gauhati refinery leaked out because the tank 
was 'overtJowing with oil. It is 001)' be-
cause of the timely action of the police 
that the calamity of Gauhati being in flarns 
could be averted. Now the Minister has 
admitted that in Barauni the "il overflowed 
the tank and flowed into the pond because it 
must find a place to stay. Now, whatever 
that might be, may I know from the g<m:m-
ment (a) whether the persons who were R6-
ponsible for this overflow of oil are appre-
hended and, if they are apprehended whe-
ther any action has been takeh against ttwm 
and (b) whether in appointing General 
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Mana..,rs of refineries the State Governments 
are consulted and, if the State Govern-
ments are consulted, whether their opinions 
are taken into accouot or not ? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: I may 
assure the House that we share the anxiety 
and concern of the House that this kind of 
thing should not happen over and over 
again. In fact, I expressed my concern to 
the Chairman of the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion this morning. We have already sus-
pended the operators immediately res-
ponsible for it. Before any further steps 
should be taken we must await the report 
of the departmental inquiry committee as 
well as the judicial inquiry committee. 
Whoever is responsible for it, we win not 
hesitate to take action in that matter. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: They should 
suspend the Chairman of IOC. 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBIAH: In the 
context of government's decision in having 
some of these army officers to man these 
refineries and other complexes, may I know 
whether the government has taken care to 
see that the proper type of training is given 
to these people not only about the disci-
plinary behaviour of the chief CJ<ecutive 
but also the manner in which is public rela-
tion.hip with the personnel is carried on 
and other factors? Has the government 
given serious thought to the question of 
giving sufficient training to these army 
officers, before they are appointed so that 
they can look after Dot only the discipli-
nary aspect but also the proper running out 
of the refineries ? 

SHRI ASOKA MEHTA: There are 
only two officers drawn from the army in 
the IOC and they have discharged their res-
ponsibilities very ably. 

...n WIf;lf 'R ~: 0T"it iIOTl<r 
tm ~ fit; ~ 'liT f.m<;rr tm ~, 
~fiT~~~I~~~~ 
~ fit; ar;;m ~ 3I1rq:T ~ ~ ~ 

. ~ 'fiT ron ~~. ~ ~ 
~ 'fiT ron ~ ~ am: ~ 11m' 
'IiT1f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~'IiT ~ ron-

<IffiIT ~ I It iifliRT ~ ~ fifi ~ ~­
'Im:~wr1i~~? 

f'rmft m ~ a.r <'ftiI; fiRr am: 
IN ;oft ior ~ fit;1rr ~ iI>i ~ fiRr;rr 
~1Pfr~if~~~~? 

;;IT f.rImfttr ;;ri;r 'liT ~, 1i' ~ 
~~fifi~~~~f.r!:1: 
'!iFf m <'I1tT f~ ~ ~, ~ 0fl11 
IPfr ~'? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: The oil 
which has leaked out is about 20 tannes. 
It is !:aking ps oil which is an intermediary 
used for the production of light diesel oil. 
The value is estimated to be between lls. 
2,000 and Rs. 3,000. As to the names of 
the members of the inquiry committee, I 
shall lay it on the Table of the House. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
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