
AUGUST 1, 1988 

~ 1 tlI' ft m oFf ~ ~ 1Ii1: qrit """ 
~1Ift~1 

SHOR'I' NOTICE QUESTION 

LoculI: JIl8IWIe in BajatbaD 

+ 
SNQ. 1. SHRI MEETHA LAL 

MEENA: 
SHRI N. K. SOMANI: 

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGJUCUL'I'URE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the locust have storm-
ed most parts of Rajasthan especially 
Jaiselmer District; 

(b) whether they have settled down 
and started laying eggs; and 

Ie) if 80, the action taken by the 
Centra] Government to help the State 
GovC!lnment and the farmers to get rltt 
Of tMs? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINIS1RY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND CO-OPERATION (SHRI 
ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a) to (c) 
Four le-c:ust swarms have entered 
India from the West Asia and egg-
laying has been reported from some 
villages in the district of Barmer, 
Jod\"op\;r, Jalsalmer and Jalore. Neces-
lory cont.rol measures have been taken 
aft follov,·s:--

(j) egg· pods have been marked 
out and emergence is bein'g 
watched for Ilestruction; 

UI) in.secticides and equipment 
have been k~pt really on the 
spot in the affected villages to 
be used as soon as emergence 
takes place; and 

(iii) a Government aircraft hM 
been used for reconnaissance. 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: We 

have I: very extensive organisation. 
First of all, in those areas we have 
aboul 34 permancnt locu~t posts to 
watch the movements of locusts as and 
when they take place. Moreover, we 
!'lave about 54 wireless sets. Then, we 
have about 150 vehicles, jeeps, ete., 
equipped with automatic spraying 
devices, and r,500 tons of pesticides 
and 10,000 philas and equipment for 
spraying etc. are kept ready. 
Even one-tenth of this eqiupment 
is not being used at the mo-
ment. These swarms have entered our 
country; OUr arrangements are ade-
quate to meet the situation. We saw 
some swarms entering frOm Pakistan 
yesterdRY. and aerial spraying hal 
started yesterday. Ithink the situa-
tion is completely under control and 
we think we will be in a position to 
meet the situation adequately. 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: This 
i's a central organisation and we have 
adequate budget provision. Annually 
we provide about Rs. 15 laltha but If 
there is any need for more funds. 
Financial difficulties would not come 
in the way of meeting the -locust 
menace. 
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SHRI ANNASAIDB SmNDE: So 
are adequate, I do not think that ques-
are adequate, I do not think that ques-
tion will arise. 

smu N. K. SOMANI: In the begin-
ning of June this year, the FAD had 
sent a warning to about 40 nations 
whkh are involved, warning them 
against the invasion of locusts. I 
w'Juld like to know whether the Gov-
eTfiment of India on their own have 
made a long-term study because the 
aU ack of locusts follows a particular 
cycle, and in vicw of the fact that 
one tin of locusts in a single day each 
eat away as much of foodgrains that 
arc nquired for 250 people. And the 
seeond aroect of the problems is that 
this question needs some sort of inter-
national oo-operation between India 
and Pakistan and certain Arab cOunt-
ries. Have any steps been taken or are 
being taken to get into touch with the 
other naHons so that a ronc{,l'ted 
action against the locusts not o'\1y to 
meet the present menaCe but tor the 
future also may be taken. 

S'l';Rr ANNASAIDB SIUNDE: We 
Qre in touch with many of the cOuntries 
of West Asia and some of the coun-
tries of Africa. In fact, there is a 
Commission for cOntrolUng desert 
locum in the FAD and we are a mem-
ber of that body along with about 60 
other countries. We get advance In-
fonnation from those countries. Not 
only that. Some of the countries take 
othere' allSlstance, tralnfng, etc. The 
ao-ordinatlon Is there; the training and 

eqllipmen~verything is there. 1 
think we are very well equipped to 
meet the locust menace. 

SHRI N. K. SDMANI: Have you 
made any long-term study into the 
cycl,,~ and recurence of attacks on your 
own? 

SllRI ANNASAHIB SIDNDE: Stu-
dies lore continuously being made. In 
fact when the swarm was noticed in 
Afghanistan, we started taking action 
(0 d~stroy them. 

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: After the 
warning by FAD, a 285,000 dollar 
emergency programme was launched 
und~r the UN Development programme 
May I know when the FAD report was 
rereived, how much money was receiv-
ed by the Government of India and 
how much money has been given to 
Government of Rajasthan for fighting 
this menace? 

SHRy ANNASAHIB SIUNDE: The 
CO'l'lmission has authorised FAO to 
spe!ld 100,000 dollars in other countrie., 
As far a~ our arrangement are con-
cerned, they are financed by ourselves. 
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bHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: I 

Wist. the hon. member can do il It Iw 
can do it ,we can help him. 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The 
locl·ftr are breedin, up in West Asian 
countries. Unless they are controlled 
there, it if very difficult to check them, 
But we are taking all necessary steps 
to destroy them in OUr coun:ry. At 
the moment, we do not apprehend any 
major dema,e to our crops from the 
10cuftS. 

SHRI RANGA: Have Government 
devised any plan by which they would 
be eble to give lome relief to the 
afttded klsans whose crops have been 
destroyed or are likely to be destroyed 
and If 80, to what extent? 

SH'RI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: At 
the moment, there is no possibility of 
our crops getting distroyed. If some 
development takes place, we shall 
certainly wacth the situation. We haVe 
&moe pattern of assistance in the case 
of natural calamities. 
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SHRY ANNASAmB !ilmNDE: Thr 
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giving information. It is also in re-
gard to checkiD.J breeding of locustl. 
Whether tota eradication is possible, It 
Is difficult for me to lay. 
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SHRI ANN ASAHIB SHINDE: Nor-
maLy the movement of locust. take. 
nlace in the direction of Rajasthan, 
?unjab, Haryana and sometime. UP. 
But we thing that if the present trend 
con:i ues, we shall b~ in a position to 
kill them in Raiasthan area itself. 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: So 
far we have identified six. They are 
layh.g eggs. We have already started 
kill)T.~ operations and I think there 
is a reasonable chance of succeas. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUES-
TIONS 

Radlo-Telephcme Lblk betw_ IDcUa 
Del Nepal 

-242. SHRI K. P. SINGH D~O~ ,..:1, 
the Minister of COM:-.mNICATION8, 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have recen-
tly rE'Bched an agreement with the 
GovunmeDt of Nepal to eatabliah a 
radio-telephone link between the two 
cOUDtries; 




