Oral Answers

KE

here that the Government of India is willing
to assist the Singapore Government in con-
verting this paval base into g commercial
dockyard. If that is so, may I know what
arc the terms and conditions that the Gov-
crnment of India have in mind to be laid
down before the job is undertaken. What
T am aiming at is this: are we going to
have any commercial advantage ? Can you
use Singapore base for marketing Indian
products for Far-Eastern markets 7

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : The Singaporc
Government has not taken any decision so
far. Our view arises only when they come
to a decision and consult us.

TALKS WITH UN SECRETARY GENERAL
t
*305. SHRT RAMAVATAR SHASTRI .

SHRI YASHPAL SINGH :
SHRI HIMATSINGKA :

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be please to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the UN
Sceretary General visited India during this
month; and

(b) if so, the nature of discussions held
with him and the outcome thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

(SHRI B. R, BHAGAT) : (a) and (b).
The U.N. Secretary General visited India

tu address the UNCTAD TII. His visit
provided us with an opportunity of ex-
changing views with him on the current
international situation,
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SHRI HIMATSINGKA : May I know
whether the Government informed  the
U.N. Secretary-General that, in view of

the massive offensive started by the Viet
Cong, there was no possibility of the USA
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stopping bombing unless there was an
assurance from North Vietnam also not

to expand their military strength ?

SHRI B. R, BHAGAT : We have not
terms.
The UN, Seccretary-General knows aboutl
the situation, the impact of the recent
escalation of conflicts there and about the

communicated anything in those

‘prospects of peace.
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SHRI R, K. SINHA : In view of thc
fact that the people of Viet Nam arc
fighting a people’s war against forcign in-
tervention, and also in view of the fac!
that there are press reports of mobilisation
of tactical nuclear weapons, have the
Government of India in consultation witn
the UN Secretary-General decided upon
somne initiative so that the South-East Asian
theatre does not become the starting point
for a world war ?

SHRI B. R, BHAGAT : It is our policy
thut there should not be any escalation of
war and that a peaceful settlement in Vietl
Nam should be made possible, and we arc
doing everything possible including co-ope-
rating with the UN Sccretary-General
that goal.
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SHRI AMRIT NAHATA: The hon.
Minister has said just now that everything
possible is being done in the direction of
prevention of further escalation of the war
in Viet Nam. The British Prime Ministe:
has come out with a statement that a
nuclcar attack in Viet Nam would he
lunacy; the Canadian Prime Minister hus

come out with a statement that it would be
madness. 'What prevents the Government



335 Oral Answers

of India representing the land of Nehru,
Gandhi, Mahavira and Buddha from dec-
laring befors world opinion that it would
be a crime against mankind if taere were
to be a nuclear attack in Viet Nam ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : We have said it
already; 1 have myself said in this House
that a nuclear attack in Viet Nam would
be the most deplorable thing. (inferrup-
lions)

SHRI H. N, MUKERJEE : | am really
astonished that Government are trying to
cvade a direct answer to this question. In
view of the fact that from the side of
Viet Nam there have been repeated state-
nents that they are ready, on the cessation
uf acts of war and bombing by America.
ior negotiations, and .since this is being
repeated to everybody including represen-
tatives of the Government of India. how
i it that the Government of India are rot
jaking a serious sland in this malter when
all coloured peoples are worried that nuc-
lcar weapons and germ warfare and bacte-
riological warfare have been practised only
igainst our kind of country, the uion-white
country, and the fear of nuclear warfare
w gripping. the world Lo an extent that the
('anadian Prime Minister is also making
statements, while we keep mum about
it and mumble certain words rather apolo-
getic in tone in regard to this matter 7

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
(OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI! INDIRA
GANDHI) : 1 am very surprised at tae
hon. Member's statement. We have stated
our case very firmly indeed to all concerned;
we have expressed our deep concern and
our horror; T do not know what other
words 1 should use I am prepared to use
any words which the hon. Member would
like on this issue, against the use of nuclear
weapons anywhere in the world. We are
fully cognizant of the danger which this
would pose to our own country and people,

Mr, SPEAKER : Sari Sitaram Kesri.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : Will the
Prime Minister condemn the action of the
Americans in clear terms 7

Mxa. SPEAKER : [ bad not called the
hon. Member but I had called Shri
Sitaram Kesri,
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: Why are
you standing in the way of getting a clear
reply ?

M=, SPEAKER : I think Shri H. N,
Mukerjee and Shri Amrit Nahata had put
the question very clearly already. The hon.
Member is only repeating what they had
said,
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SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : I asked
what was his reaction.

TrERTT AT & FTH A I A
I g S AR Fqer &)
SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 1t is

difficult to gauge his reaction or what
exactly he said,





