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SHRI M. R, KRISHNA : The defects
have been discovered; they have been re-
treaded and after retreading they have been
issued to the units. The units have used
them.

SHRI M. N. NAGHNOOR : For what
period has this contractor been supplying
tyres and what is the amount of deposit re.
ceived by the department as dcposit
amount ?

SHRI M. R. KRISHNA : We do not
receive the deposit amount por do we deal
with the firmg directly; we deal with the
firms through the Director General of Sup-
plies and Disposals,

=t TN a7 TN : T AFEE T
T THT W #7153 & gy oy S wv-
T4 & e o g g T &8 T
I9 TG T O weEe FC F fE
zgar fagme fEae &, sa amea feest
2 ®\X g =it fedfees agd 99 7w
0% a7 at 39 awg fod seEl A
TH A A AR a AR AT OTHE
&t & 97 & frars Y am oo F

FEATET # 7

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : This matier
hus come up herc again and again and on
the performance of tyres also a very clear
statcment was made here. I would reiterate
the same. The performance of these tyres
was judged with reference to the mileage
performed by tyres which bad been re-
moved from the vehicles as beyond local
repair or beyond economical repairs in com-
parison with the similar performance ot
standard indigenous tyres. The average
kilometrage per tyre performed by these
cordiatic tyres was 20,747 against the aver-
age kilometrage per tyre performed by in-
digenous tyres of 21,580,

st gy fawg : faege w39
afesrs qaTIEA #9Y 3 A 7T R

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: In other
words, the performance of cordiatic impor-
ted tyres was more or less the same as of
indigenous tyres.
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SHRI D, N, TIWARY : What is the
usual life of a good tyre and what is the
difference between the two?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH :
it

I have given

SHRI PILOO MODY : From what has
been said so far it seems that there arc
three places at which inspection takes plac:
—firstly, when the purchase is made: secon-
dly, when it is supplied to a unit the unit
has its own inspection system; and, thirdly,
after 21,000 kilometres of use. It is pot
quite clear whether the guarantees that they
get from the manufacturers cover eriod
one, two or all the three periods. Will the
Minister please clarify ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : There is no
inspection as such at these three stages.
This is the performance at various points.
It iy not that there is inspection at thesc
three stages.

SHRI PILOO MODY :
asked the question,

I am sorry, |

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I am verv
sorry  that I noticed it. I should have
ignored it.
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BriTisH Naval. HASE AT SINGAPORE
t
“304. SHRI GADILINGANA GOWD :
SHRI CHINTAMANI
PANIGRAHI :
SHRI K, P. SINGH DEO :

Will the Minister of EXTERNAIL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is « fact that Singapore
has sought India’s co-operation for con-
verting the existing British Naval base into
a commercial dock-yard after Britain car-
rics out its phased plan of withdrawal of
its forces from that base; and

(b) if so, the reaciion of Government
thureto ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI B, R, BHAGAT) : (a) The pos-
sibility of converting the Naval Base into a
Commercial Dockyard after the British
withdrawal was informally mentioned but
no specific request for Indian assistance was
made.

(b) The Government of India are willing
lo asgist to the extent possible, if so re-
yuested.

SHRI GADILINGANA GOWD : While
wec have several poris to be developed in
owr_own country, where is the necessity

for agreeing 10 develop the Port of
Singapore ?
SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : It is not that

there is any conflict with our port deve-
Jopment programme. We have the capacity.
If they nced our assistance, apart from the
fact that a large number of Indian people
are working there, because this is within
our region it is in our overall national in-
lerest to help in this development. Bul.
as [ said, the request has to come from
the Singapore Government.

SHRI GADILINGANA GOWD: May
I know what is the estimated amount in-
volved in such a help ?

SHRI B. R, BHAGAT : That cannot be
said at the moment because the help can be
only of a technical naturc or technical faci-
lities to be provided. It can only be said
if there is a specific request from them.

SHRI GADILINGANA GOWD : T only
want the estimated ymount.

SHRI R. BARUA : On the withdrawal
ol the naval base from Singapore by the
Rritish and also the withdrawal from the
Persian  Gulf, it is likely that a power
vacuum will be created in that area. Con-
sidering our deficiency in naval force, may
I know what steps Government is taking
to meet our naval requirements vis-a-vis the
withdrawal of the British Naval Base from
these two areas ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: As far as
nower vacuum iz concerned, in the present
context, we do not believe there is a power
vacoum.
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SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : Just pow
the hon. Minister said that there is no power
vacuum, In view of the fact that the Singa-
pore Naval Base provided paval defence
for the entire British empire to the cast of
Singapore, and in view of the fact that with
the prowth of the naval power of commu-
nist China, the need for such protection has
become all the more, and also in view of
the fuct that the Singapore Government is
reported to have contacted the Government
of Malaysia and other neighbouring Gov-
ernments that they should cooperate with
them in maintaining some kind of naval
power there, may I know what is the atti-
tude of the Government if this naval base
is maintained with the cooperation of the
other Asian countries 7

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : There is no
question like that. It is a hypotbetical ques-
tion. That is for the Singapore Govern-
ment to decide. On all counts, it appears
that this will be, if at all, converted into a
commercial base, not a naval base.

SHRI 5. K. SAMBANDHAN: The
wilhdrawal of British Naval Base will effect,
particularly, the Jodian nationals, the peo-
ple of Indian origin, who are citizens of
Singapore and Malaysia. Will it not be wise
on the part of the Government to approach
the Singapore Government either to coope-
rate, 1o continue the naval base, as a co-
ordinated naval base, or 1o make it a com-
merciul dockyard 7

SHRI B. R, BHAGAT : As far as the
yuestion of the employment of the Indian
people is concerned, even if the naval base
is withdrawn and converted into a com-
murical base, the employment can be tack-
led. But, as I said, it is precisely for the
Singapore Government to decide, not for
us 1o decide.

SHRI S. K. SAMBANDHAN : It affects
the people of the Indian origin and their
employment. Is it not wise on the part of
the Government to approach the Singapore
Government for that ?

SHRI B. R, BHAGAT: We are in
touch with the Singapore Government as to
how far, in the new context, alternative
employment can be given.

SHR1 JYOTIRMOY BASU: I under-
stand from the hon. Minister's statement
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here that the Government of India is willing
to assist the Singapore Government in con-
verting this paval base into g commercial
dockyard. If that is so, may I know what
arc the terms and conditions that the Gov-
crnment of India have in mind to be laid
down before the job is undertaken. What
T am aiming at is this: are we going to
have any commercial advantage ? Can you
use Singapore base for marketing Indian
products for Far-Eastern markets 7

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : The Singaporc
Government has not taken any decision so
far. Our view arises only when they come
to a decision and consult us.

TALKS WITH UN SECRETARY GENERAL
t
*305. SHRT RAMAVATAR SHASTRI .

SHRI YASHPAL SINGH :
SHRI HIMATSINGKA :

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be please to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the UN
Sceretary General visited India during this
month; and

(b) if so, the nature of discussions held
with him and the outcome thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

(SHRI B. R, BHAGAT) : (a) and (b).
The U.N. Secretary General visited India

tu address the UNCTAD TII. His visit
provided us with an opportunity of ex-
changing views with him on the current
international situation,
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SHRI HIMATSINGKA : May I know
whether the Government informed  the
U.N. Secretary-General that, in view of

the massive offensive started by the Viet
Cong, there was no possibility of the USA





