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SHJU M. R. KR..ISHNA: Tbe defect. 
a~ IIDCD discovered; droq have been re-
treaded aud after retreadiae Chey have been 
issued to the units. The DIIits have used 
them. 

SHRI M. N. NAGHNOOR: For what 
period bas this contraclOr been supplying 
tyres SlId what is the amount of deposit reo 
ceived by the department as deposit 

amount? 

SHRI M. R. KRISHNA: We do not 
receive the deposit amOWlt nor do we deal 
wilb the firms directly; we deal with the 
firms through the Director QeDeral of Sup· 
plies aQd Disposals. 
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH: This matter 
has come up here again aDd B!lIin and on 
Ihe performance of tyre .. also a very clear 
statement wa. made here. I would reiterate 
t ~ same. The performance of these tyre' 
was judged with reference to the mileage 
performed by tyres which had been reo 
moved from the vehicles as beyond local 
repair 01' beyond economical repairs in com· 
parison with the similar performance of 
standard indigenous Iyrcs. The average 
kilometragc per tyre performed by these 
cordiatic t)'Tes was ~  Blainst the aVer-
age kiJomell'ue per tyre performed by in· 
digeooWi tyres of 21.S80. 

~ f~ ~ iJ"Vf ~  
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH: In other 
wonh, the performance of oordiatic impor-
ted lyre. .... more 01' lea the same as of 
indigenous tyres. 

SHRI D. N. TIWARY: WIW is the 
usu1l1 life of a good t)'TC aDd wbIt is the 
difference between the two? 

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I have liven 
it. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: From qat hilS 
heen said so far it seems that tberc arc 
three places at which inspection tabe place 
-firstly. when tbe purc:bue fa made; .-n· 
dly. when it is suppJiocl to a unit die IlDit 
has its own inspection system; 8lId, tllirdJy. 
after 21.000 kilometres of usc. It is lIot 
quite clear whether the J:WU'lUltee& tbat they 
get from the manufacturers cover ,period 
one, two or all the three periods. Will the 
Minister please clarify? 

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: There is 00 
inspection as such at these three etaaes. 
This is the performance at variOUl pain(l;. 
It i~ not that there is ~ at thebe 
Ihree stages. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: I am 8CHTY. 
,,,ked the question. 

SHRI SWARAN SINGH: I 8ID yerv 
surry th1it I noticed it. I should bave 
ignored it. 
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BRITISH ~  lh.sE AT SINGAl'oaJI 

'304. SHRI UADILINGANA OOWD: 

SHRI CHINTAMANI 
PANIGRAHI: 

SHRI K P. SINGH OEO: 

Will the Minister of EXTBRNAL 
AFFAIRS he pleased to state : 

(a) whether it i, a fact that Sill .. pore 
has sougbl lodia', co-openWon f« con-
verting the existing British Naval b_ iIIto 
a commercial dod-yard after BritlliD ear· 
ries out its pbased plan of withdra_1 or 
ils forces from tbat hase; and 

(h) if so, the rradion of GoverJlDlcnt 
Ihereto? 
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THB MINISTER. OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI B. R. BHAGAT): (a) The pos· 
.ibility of converting the Naval Base into a 
Commercial Dockyard after the British 
withdrawal was  informally mentioned but 
no specific request for Indian assistance was 
made. 

(b) The Government of India are willing 
to _ist to the extent possible, if so reo 
quested. 

SHRl GADIUNGANA GOWD: While 
we have several ports to bo developed in 
our _ own country, where is the necessity 
for asreeing to develop the Port of 
Singapore? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: It is not thai 
there is any conftict with our port deve-
lopment prOllfIUlllDe. We have the capacity. 
If they need our assistance. apart from the 
fact that a large number of Indian people 
are working there, because this is within 
our region it is in our overall national in-
terest to help in this development. But. 
"" I said, the request has to come from 
the Singapore Government. 

SHRl GADlLlNGANA GOWD: May 
know what i~ the estimated amount in-
volved in such a help ~ 

SHRl B. R. BHAGAT: That cannot be 
said at the moment becau,c the help can be 
only of a technical nature Or technical faci-
lities to be provided. It can only be said 
if there is a specific request from them. 

SHRI GADlLlNGANA GOWD: I only 
want the estimated anlOunt. 

SHRl R. BARUA: On the withdrawal 
of the naval base from Singapore by the 
British and also the witbdrawal from tbe 
Persian Gulf. it is likely that a power 
vacuum will be created in that area. Con-
sidering our deficiency in naval force, may 
I know what steps Government is taking 
to meet our naval requirements vis-a-vis the 
withdrawal of the British Naval Base from 
these two Rreas? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: As far as 
power vacuum is concerned, in the present 
context, we do nol believe there is a power 
vaCUUll'l. 

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK: Just DOW 
the hon. Minister said that there is 110 power 
vacuum. In view of the faet that tile Singa-
pore Naval Base provided naval defence 
for the entire British empire to the east of 
Singapore, and in view of the fact that witb 
the growth of the naval power of COIDIIlU-
nist China, the need for such proteetion has 
become all the more, and also ill view of 
the fact that the Singapore Government is 
reported to have contacted the Government 
of Malaysia and other neighbouring Gov-
ernments that they should cooperate witb 
them in maintaining some tiDd of DIlval 
power there, may I know whet is the atti-
tude of the Government if this DIlval base 
i, maintained with the cooperation of the 
other A,ian countriC8? 

SHRI B. It. BHAGAT: There is no 
que,lion like that. It is a hypothetical ques-
t ion. That is for the Singapore Govern-
ment to decide. On all counts, it appears 
that this will be. if at all, converted into a 
commercial base, nol a naval base. 

SHRT S. K. SAMBANDHAN: The 
withdr-dwal of British Naval Base will effect, 
particularly, the Indian nationals, the peo-
ple of Jodie origin. who arc citizens of 
i ~a r  and Malaysia. Will it Dol be wise 
on the part of the Government to approach 
the i ~a r  Government eitber to coope-
rate. to continue the naval ba.e. as a c0-
ordinated naval base. or to make it a com· 
merdal dockyard ? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: As far as the 
4uc,tion of the employment of the Indian 
people h concerned, even if tbe naval base 
j, withdrawn and converted into a com-
merieal base, the employment can be tack-
led. Rut, as I said, it is precisely for the 
Singapore Government to decide. not for 

'" to decide. 

SHIH S. K. SAMBANDHAN: It aftects 
the people of the Indian origin and their 
employment. Is it not wise on the part of 
the Government to approach the Singapore 
Government for that? 

SHRT B. R. BHAGAT: We are in 
touch with the Singapore GoverDment as to 
how far. in the new context. alternative 
employment caD be given. 

SHRI JY011RMOY BASU: "J under-
,tand from the bon. Minister's statement 
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here that the Government of India is willing 
tn assist the Singapore Government in con-
verting this naval base into a commercial 
dockyard. If that is so, may I know what 
arc the terms and conditions that the Gov, 
ernment of India have in mind to be laid 
down before the job is undertaken. What 
I am aiming at is this: are we going to 
have any commercial advantage? Can you 
usc Singapore base for marketing Indian 
products for Far,Eastem markets ? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: The Singapore 
Government has not taken any decision so 
far. Our view arises only when they come 
tn a decision and consult us. 

TALKS WIn! UN ~  GENJ:R.\L 

*305, SHRI RAM AVATAR SHASTRI. 
SHRI YASHPAL SINGH: 
SHRr HIMA TSINGKA : 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
~  be pica", to slate: 

(a) whether it is a fact that tbe UN 
S"crelary General visiled India during thi. 
month; and 

(b) if so, the nature of diac:ussions held 
with him and the outcome thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFrAIRS 
(SHRI II. R. BHAGAT) : (a) and (b). 
The U.N. Secretary General visited India 
10 address the UNCfAD n. His visit 
provided us with an opportunity of ex-
changing views with bim on the currenl 
international situation. 
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SHRI HIMATSINGKA: May I know 
whether the Government informed the 
U.N. Seeretary-General that, in vjcw of 
the maaive oIfenr.i ve started by tbe Viet 
ConI. tbere was DO ponIbiHty of tIIo USA 




