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Porelp New. Agencies 

"1423. SHRI S. C. SAMANTA : Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have con-
ducted investigations into finances and 
operation of certain foreign-sponsored 
news and feature syndicates distributing 
inexpensive and free material to our langu-
age newspapers ; and 

(b) if so. the outcome thereof ~ 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROi\DCASTING (SHRI K. K. 
SHAH): (a) and (b). No. Sir. However 
an instance of au Indian. News Service 
operating under the name and style of 
the Universal Press Service distributing 
material from a West German Private 
Publicity Agency has come to Government's 
notice and furtber onquirl~ are being JIIlIII" . . , .' '. 

Supply of Tinned Meat to Armed F.oree. 
by Essex }o'snns (P,t.) Ltd. 

*1424. SHRI MOHAMMAD 
ISMAIL: 

SHRI P. RAMA,MURTI : 
SHRI P. GOPALAN : 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Essex 
Farm (Pvt.) Ltd., New Delhi are supplying 
tinned meat to the Armed Forces; 

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that last 
year the Army authorities returned large 
quantity of tinned meat which was of 
inferior quality; 

(c) if so, the total quantity returned hy 
the Army authorities; 

(d) whether it is also a fact that again 
another order has been given to the Essex 
Farm to supply tinned meat; and 

(e) if so, reasons for the same? 
THE MINISTER OP DEFENCE (SHRI 

SWARAN SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir. 
(b) and (c). Out of 609 tonnes tendered 

by MIs Essex Farms (P) Ltd., during the 
year 1967. a quantity of 7.157 tonnes was 
rejected as it did not conform to ASC 
specification while 17.367 tonnes were 
accepted subject to price reduction. 

(d) Yes, Sir. An order for 200 tonnes 
of' tinned meat has been placed on the 
firm on 5th March, 1968 for deliveries 
during the period June to September 1968. 

(e) Orders are placed by tile Chief 
Director of Purchase, Department of Food 
on the basis of competitive, tenders. I~ 
this case, only Messrs Essex Farm (Pvt.) 
Ltd., responded to the tender enquiry. 
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Bengal Regiment 

*1427. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will 
the minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that soldiers of 
the 'Bengal Army' under East India Com-
pany were the pioneer patriots to start 'The 
First War of independence' in the year 
1851; 

(b) whether the 'Bengal Regiment' was 
disbanded by tne British Government dur-
ing the .First World War for the patriotic 
activities of its so1diers; and 

(c) if so, whether Government, in res-
ponse to repeated demand made by the peo-
ple of Bengal, propose to raise a 'Bengal 
Regiment' in honour of the'patriotic heri-
tage of the 'Bengal Army' and Bengal Regi-
ment'1 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
SWARAN SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) There was no single Regiment 
named as Bengal Regiment. There were 
various Regiments before 1903 with the 
word 'Bensal' pr~lll\ed. t\ft9f thaI y~af 




