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Non-clearance of Railway Wagons
_ with Food-Stuff at Howrah and
other Stations

*1390. SHRI SAMAR GUHA :
SHRI C. K. BHATTA-
CHARYYA :

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether itis a fact that 900 Rail-
way wagons with foodstuff like maize,
barley, pulse, mustard seeds and potatoes
were deliberately not cleared at Howrah
and other Stations in . West Bengal on the
30th March, 1968 ;

(b) whether the delay in clearance of
these foodstuffs was due to an effort on
the part of some traders of West Bengal to
raise prices by creating artificial scarcity
for them ;

(c) whether the non-clearance was made
possible due to some lacuna in the Indian
Railways Act ; and

(d) if so, the steps Government pro-
pose to take to set matters right ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA) : (a) No, Sir.
There was no abnormal detention of wagons
in respect of these commodities on the 30th
March, 1968.

(b) to (d). In view of the answer to
part (a), these questions do not arise.

Recession in Public Sector Engineering
Projects

*1391. SHRI D. N. PATODIA : Will
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether the Indian Engineering
Association has pointed out to Goverpment
that because of recession, the public sector
engineering projects are attempting to
utilise their idle capacity by taking up the
manufacture of new items and by purchas-
ing goods from onc another on a prefer-
ential basis ;

(b) whether as a result of diversifica-
‘tion, more idle capacity is being created in
the private sector and the produce of
discriminatory purch from the sister
public sector yoits without resort to public
tenders, is leading to higher costs ; and
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(c) If so, Government’s reaction thereto
and in what way the difficulties now being
experienced by the private sector are likely
to be tackled ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. AHMED): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise.
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Shortage of Transistor Cells

*1393. SHRI G. S. MISHRA : Will
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have examined
the reasons for the shortage of finished
goods such as (i) transistor cells, (ii) tyres,
and (iii) steel made items of domestic use ;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ;

(c) whether this scarcity is artificially
created by the trade or due to slump in the
market ; and

(d) if so, the steps taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS (SHRIF. A, AHMED) : (a) to
(d). A siatement is laid op thg Table of





