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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
ANNASAHlB SHINDE): (a) No; Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) In order to accele..ate the pace 
of research on high yielding strains of 
different crops in the country, it was 
considered necessary to organise re-
searches on all-India basis by pooling 
the available resources. With this 
object in view the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research have formulated 
a number of coordinated research pro-
jects some of which have already been 
sanctioned by the Government of India 
and put into operation and ot.hers are 
likely to implemented shortly. 

HIGH-YIELDING V AI1IETIES PROGRAMME 

·756. SHRI ESWARA REDDY: Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any plan has been pre-
pared for increasing the acreage under 
the high-yieldi'ng varieties programme 
in the States durinf( the next Kharif 
season; 

(b) if so. the extent of increase 
planned in each State; and 

(c) the extent of additional produc-
tion likely as a result of the plan? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
ANNASAHlB SHINDE): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). A statement is laid on 
the Table of the House. (Placed in 
Library. See No. LT-529/68.) 

~T " '~ "UQ' : ~ ~, m.fT 
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~.~~i ;fric'f.T~ 
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~ lfflIllr it; ~ ~ ~ ~  
~ (I't 1l ~ ~ i ;;n;:r;rr ~ 
~ f", ~ ~ ;;r~1:f <tT ~i ; ft;ro:ifl:IT-
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The 
questi<>n is a very wide one. But I 
may say that our main reliance is on 
improved seed, application of research 
achievements and supply of inputs 
like adequate fertilisers. water and so 
on. 

SHRI RANGA: What about insecti-
cides? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: That 
is also there. 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The 
impression that all our programmes 
are confined to only irrigated lands, 
which are about 20 per cent, as has 
been mentioned by the hon. Member, 
is not correct. In the broad strategy 
of the agricultural programme, even 
non-irrigated lands are involved. The 
hon. Member is asking me whether 
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there is a programme for developing 
minor irrigation or other irrigation. 
That is in fact beside the question. 
But I may say that there are pro-
grammes and we are laying adequate 
emphasis on irrigation facilities. 

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: Experience 
all the world over shows that these 
high-yielding varieties of seed arc 
high-yielding up to a limit, and after 
that, diminishing returns s.)t in. These 
varieties put a great deal of pressure 
not only on the inputs, fertiliser and 
the like, but also on the land. May I 
know how long these high_yielding 
varieties will go on yielding this high 
percentage of yield and when will the 
land become sub-normal 30 that it w;ll 
start yielding less than what it u,ed 
to before? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 'I'here 
are no limitations on the development 
of science. In fact, as far as the yield 
potential is concerned, already we 
have achieved 5 tonnes per '~ r", 
Under the research activities under-
taken at the IARI, it would be possible 
to increase the potential to as much as 
10 tonnes per hectare. We are making 
progress so far as tha' IS eoncerned, 
There is no reason why the hon. Mem-
ber should fear that there are 'imita-
tions in that there will not be develop-
ment beyond a particul:l.r limit. 

~T ~T WIIi<: ~f : ~ "f'f' 11~ >;l1TUT 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHIN DE : As 
far as the first part is concerned, 
Government are sincerely trying to 
attain self-sufficiency :11 fooctgrains 
during the next few years. As to 
whether every field WOuld be coverej 
by minor irrigation, it will not be 
possible to do so. But as I have sub-
mitted, adequate emphasis is being 
laid on minor and major irrigation 
facili ties. 

~T ~ : ~' T <tofT ~T<f f 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: We 
are relying mainly on improved and 
new strains of paddy and wheat. These 
are being tried all over the country 
including Bihar from which the hon. 
Member comes. As regards the yield 
potential, in terms of the experieonce 
of the last two years, most of our 
estimates are proving 5uccessful and 
the plans are succeeding as earlier 
chalked out. We have already large 
number of research io ~ spread all 
over the country. 
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SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA: May 
I know whether the Government is 
aware of the difficulties ri ~  
by farmers in the dtlvelopment of 
agriculture through the new high-
yielding varieties? There is a large 
number of agriculturisls with small 
holdings who have not been able to 
adopt new techniques for want of 
credit facilities. Secondly, in or ~ to 
enable the States to execute the minor 
irrigation schemes. will t.he Govprn-
ment see to it that sufficient financial 
assistance is given to the States in 
time? Several ~  including 
Andhra Pradesh have submitted so 
many minor irrigation ~c m . But 
even in the Budget I find that suffic;ent 
funds have not been provided whereas 
States like Andhra are asked to givc 
their surplus paddy to other States. 

SHRI ANNA SAHIB 3HINDE: _'\5 
far as provision of adequatc credit 
facilities to small holders is concerned, 
the problem exists. As the hon. 
Member has rightly pointed out. the 
problem is very much there. But now 
the Reserve Bank has taken :J. decision 
to see that as far as the high-yielding 
variety is concerned credit f cili ~  is 
made available to smail holders «.Iso: 
and etlorts are being made to remove 
all the bottle-necks. As regards 
financial assistance to States in regard 
to minor irrigation the ~;;:i i  pattern 
is that 60 per cent is provided by loan, 
15 per cent by way of grant to State 
Governments and the State Govern-
ments have to provide only 25 per 
cent. Adequate provision has been 
made in the Central Budget to assist 
the State Governments. 

SHRI D. N. PATODI!I. : Sir, recently 
a survey was conducted by the 
Reserve Bank of India according to 
which by 1975 our food requirements 
will be 152 million tonnes Rnd the 
population would. cross 630 million. 
May I know whether, according to 
the Government, by 1975 we shall be 
able to produce 152 million tonnes. 
Secondly, with this production target. 
may I know what would be the 

requirement of fertiliser and irrigation 
potentiality and whether We shall be 
able to achieve these requirements? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 
Various groups of experts who are 
now working in the various projections 
are coming out with ditlerent figures. 
We are proceeding on the basis that 
by 1970-71 we should have 120 million 
tonnes. There is a wide disparity 
between the various fig..lrcs given, and 
I do not want to bring in that contro-
versy on the floor :Jf the House. 
According to the figure which has been 
more or less agreed to by various 
experts. we sho'lld have as far as 
possible by 1970-7i, 120 million tonnes 
of foodgrains and the input for ferti-
liser should be to the tune or 4 million 
tonnes. That is the bwad outline 
provided by the experio. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA: What is the 
expectation by 1975? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHJ1\'DE: 
Sometimes the experts proceed on the 
basis of what would be the require-
ment per adult and whether it would 
be in terms of cerea.ls anrt pulses or 
the calorific intake. Some of the 
experts have mentioned a figure of 133 
million tonnes by 1975. 

SHRI R. BARUA: May know 
whether the Government of India is 
sending out a team to organise and 
execute the irrigation plans in the 
various States and to emUTe better use 
of high-yielding crops and better use 
of fertiliser? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 
Central teams vi&it the States from 
time to time and all ttiese activities 
are coordinated. .\5 faI dS the imple-
mentation is concerned, it is entirely 
within the jurisriiction of the Shte 
Governments. 

'lT~ :ll f ~ l1~~ 
~ ~ fif; ~ fi!;m;lr 'fiT 'lI[1IT if.\" lift 
~~i ~ T~ ~i  



2043 Ora/ Answers MARCH 21, 1968 Ora/ Answers 2044 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : There 
is no lack of policy approach from the 
Centre. In fact, some of the land 
mortgage banks, for instance. in 
Andhra and Gujarat, are working very 
satisfactorily, and the land mortgage 
bank in the State of the hon. Member 
can follow that. 

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: By 
vigorously pursuing this high-yielding 
varietv programme Government hope 
that they will be able to make a break-
through in agricultural production. 
Agricultural production and self-
sufficiency in foodgrains could be 
achieved only when it is tackled in a 
package manner-remunerative prices. 
credit facilities, processing and market-
ing. May I know whether the Gov-
ernment is trying to take a compre-
hensive view of the matter and appoint 
an Agricultural Commission. on the 
lines of the Royal Agricultur&l Com-
mission constituted previously so that 
this programme may not be dealt with 
in a piece_meal manner? It is very 
necessary to create incentive among 
the farmers. If the prices fall down, 
there is every possibility of not achiev-
ing that self-sufficiency in view of the 
piece-meal policies that are being pur-
sued bv the Government. Have they 
given thought to this a"pect of the 
matter? 

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH: Sir, he has 
stolen my question. 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The 
present policy approach of the Govern-
ment is the same as suggested by the 
hon. Member. As far as a Commission 
on Agriculture is concerned, Govern-
ment is actively considering the pro-
posal whether we should have an 
Agricultural Commission on the same 
lines as the one in 1929. 

MR. SPEAKER: We have already 
spent 15 minutes on this Question and 
there are at least 20 morc members 
who want to ask questions. I would 
like to haVe the sense of the House. 
If the Members so desire. I can 
continue with it for the whole question 
hour. But the food debate is going to 
come up soon. Also, there are a few 
more questions on food to'&y itself. 
So, shall I pass on to the next ques-
tion? 

SOME HON. MEMBEflS: No, no. 

MR. SPEAKER: If that is the sense 
of the House. I will continue with it 
for another 5 minutes and then pass 
on to the next Question. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: A, a hum-
ble farmer of this country I feel a 
sense of shame that We are still 
depending upon foreign countries for 
our foodgrains and the main responsi-
bility for this lies squarely on the 
Government, that too the Central Gov_ 
ernment. According to t!le statement 
which they have laid on the Table, 
remarkable performance has been 
shown by the Government of Madras 
both with regard to area as well as 
yield under the high-yielding variety 
programme. They have made a 
demand of Rs. 25 cror ~ for minor 
irrigation for this year alone and the 
hon. Minister, while replying has 
stated that all the demands of the 
States for mihor irrigation will be met 
and that only 25 per cent of the whole 
allotment will have to be met by the 
State. Taking into consideration the 
performance of Madras, may I know 
whether this whole amount of Rs. 25 
crores is going to be met by the Cen-
tral Government this year? 
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 
share the sentiments of the hon. 
Member that our country should dis-
pense with food imports as early as 
possible. But he made a remark that 
the Centre is responsible for the 
unsatisfactory development of agri-
culture. May I point out to him that 
agriculture i,s entirely a State subject ? 
So, unless the States also exert their 
utmost to make this agricultural pro-
gramme successful, it will not be 
possible to increase agricultural pro-
duction. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: The Nasik 
press comes under the Centre; that is 
the difficulty of the State. Governments. 

SHRI ANNA SAHIB SHIKDE: In 
regard to assistance from the Ccn tre to 
the States. as far as minor irrigation 
programme is concerned, out of the 
Plan ceiling 60 per cent is loan. 15 
per cent is grant and 25 pel' cent is 
provided by the State Governments; 
not Rs. 25 crores but 25 per cent. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: In the 
budget there was a provision of Rs. 25 
crores over and above the Plan alloca-
tion and we were made to understand 
that this is going to be uti!:zcd for 
irrigation purposes. Let the Minister 
at least state as to how much we will 
be getting for minor irrigation. 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHUmE: For 
figures regarding individual States I 
would require notice. 

''IT ,,"0 ,"0 f~~r : arfor'F '3'nf ~~ 

~ <r"nrr if, f<-:rif '1TrfT arh ~T 'lft' :;rRr 
~ ~ ~im ~ '1',.'lf'F ~f~ 1ilG 

;;fr ~T omrT t '3"1i if arfu;!; '1TrfT 'lft' ~ 
~ rT~. I ~ ~T iiIi-u ~ 'lft' ~ 
~ ~ ff  ~ 3 '~ ~ if.lT ~ if.lT '3'f ~ 
m r;<: III f~ ff if lilf1it ~T ;;rir <f;'lft ~ I 

'3'f ~~ if, om: ii f;;yif ~ 3f'if ~ ~ 
org<f ~ CfWf'lIT ~ ~ ~ lIT arrr.r 
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~T ~ ~r ~ lIT armfr <mri ~ ~ 
am: 3'flT'<: ~ t ('fr ~ 'flIT ~ 
~~  

illT'f iT~, ~ arR: ~ arm ~ 
;;fr~ ~ f.:A;n:r ~~, ... ~ ~~" iT 
f~~~ I~~ ~T~ ;~r 
~3f'i '~if.m~ffi~~~if 
lft 'flIT illT'fifiT f<NN 'F1i:;rRr ifi': <:lIT 
~ art>- ~ <r"nrr ~ fu'n: ~ 'flIT ~ 

~r.r ~'T 7f!T ~ ? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: As 
far as the first part of the hon. Mem-
ber's question is concerned. the hon. 
Member should address the question 
to the Irrigation and Power Ministry. 
As far as the second part is concerned, 
I must put it on record that our scien-
tists are achieving great successes in 
the field of research. We have 
succeeded in evolving very important 
strains of maize, paddy. baira, wheat 
etc. in our own country. But, at the 
same time, we are having proper co-
ordination with similar scientific 
organisations in the world. There is 
no lack of co-ordination between our 
scientists and scientific activities in 
other parts of the world. 

''IT f~'  : ~r<TT'" 'lft' 'ffif ~ f'F 
~r f if 3IWl'f;:r.rT.'fT J:I'T'=Cf ~ ~ 

fu'n: ?.:'!IT if rrt ~ ~ ;r, ft:w, cflIT;-
<it omrT ~, ~  '1~.,. 'FT <'NT m-
~ ~ '3~ ~  if; ft:w, lJlfm 
~ ~ 'SI'll'R ~T ~r ~ I ~~ ~ 
~~ ~ rr if il'1f cit :~~ ii f~ ~  ;;nft;r 
~ lfiT~~ lT~~~ 

f.i:~ ~  !m ~ ~ ar;;m ~ ~, 
~ q f~ <r.T em- ~ ~ m,~ 
~  Tf.T ~ I l'ft3!T <f.t 0IZ'i ~ ~ ~ 
if, f1fi'W ~ I ~T cT~ ~ ~ l{ 1ft Cfi1' 
~ ~ ~~ ... ~ ... ~ <mr f; I '3"1i ~ 

i <: :r r ~~Tif,~~ I ~ 
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~ ~ ~ ~ lfQrrr-w OfTl: am: amI<'f 
am: lfoT. ~Ti m 'fR <mfR:r, ~ 
.am lfoT ~ rn ~ am: ~f ~ 
qr.fi 'Il': ;;mIT t I ~ ro<f~ ~  ffi11 

rn it; fffi1: <m ~ { ~ ~ <fr 
~ ~ 'm"~ ~q  

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The 
Centre is very liberally helpIng Goa. 
But may I say that large tracts of land 
are lying fallow in Goa and if the hon. 
Member uses his influence those tracts 
can be cultivated? 

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV: 
The hon. Minister has stated that the 
Central Government is doing some-
thing to increase inputs e1l:. to achieve 
food self-sufficiency. but other defects 
are also there; for example, the lack 
of proper co-operation between the 
Central Government and the State 
Governments and the lack of co·opera-
tion and co-ordination between 
different departments of the Govern-
ment, such as. electricity. irrigation. 
food and agricultural departments. May 
I know whether the Government has 
taken any steps to remove these 
difficulties so that the State Govern-
ments and the Central Governll,ent 
may co_operate in c i i ~ food felf-
sufficiency by 1975? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHJ:'>lDE : There 
can be always scope for improvement 
but may I say that as far as the imple-
mentation of the high yieldil1.g varie-
ties programme is concerned. the 
States and the Centre arc having 
complete co-ordination in their pro-
grammes and we are proceeding as 
per the targets fixed. We '~ almost 
achieved the targets which w r~ fixed 
a year earlier and there is very 
encouraging response both from the 
farmers and from the State Govern-
ments. 

SHRI RANGA: In his question he 
asked for co-ordination between the 
irrigation department, the electrIcity 
department and the agriculture 

department at the State level. There is 
no answer to that. 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 
have already said that there can be 
scope for improvement in the State 
co-ordination arrangement3 but the 
Central teams that visit the States 
include representatives of all thc 
departments concerned which were 
mentioned by the hon. Member. Proper 
co-ordination is brought abol.<t by 
raising the specific issue anti by r i ~ 

to solve the issues. 

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV: 
These targets were fixed previously 
also but they were not achieved 
because of the lack of prope,' co ·ordi-
nation between the different depart-
ments. I wanted to know whether the 
State Governments are coming forward 
and have also fixed the targets. Has 
the Central Government ~o  any infor-
mation whether they haVe overcome 
these difficulties or not? 

SHRI ANNA SAHIB SlUNDE: 
have already submitted that targpts 
have been achieved as far as rural 
electrification and high yieldi'lg varie-
ties programme are concerned and that 
is why there is such a good atmosphere 
for a.gricultural production in the 
country. 

o;fT fWif :q.r If' : :f' ~~ <mfm: 
'lfr -.r, f r. #~ f~ ~; ~r To'T f~fli~ f"f 

~ n:'f. f~fli~  lfB 'lfr g f~ 4's OfW-
fl1T'1 f"",!1R' ~  <m1T 'fTn: l:IT !if, 

fT'fi"fligVR ~f.r ~ ~r ~ I 3fli'1 ~l: 
~ 11 ~ it ;;f[lf ~~lf rr m ~, m~ 
t I >r<f i'f'f, ~T ~"  "iff ~r 'mfr ~ 
Oii"'foT ~~ ~ fw". ~ ~ ~ 
~f.  Of; fffi1: I ~ ~ ~ ~ f~ 
i f1 ~<::<1 ~~~ ;f r ~ ;;r) m 
~. ~i ;;r;fi,,~;{ Of; om: il 'IlT ~~ f~
~:  ~r % l:IT ,,~< T ~ I lffnft ~ (1") 
~ <m ~ ? ~ 'f~ <fr ~ (f) ~ 
~~ ~r ;h ~~ <fr ~r  q~ iI'fT ~r 
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~ mfif> ~~ T if>T ~ ~ ~ 
m ~ ~ 1971 i'fif> ~T~T it 
11~ li 3l" l1f;;,f~ or;; ~ ? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB 1 m~: We 
have drawn the attention of the State 
Government to implement the land 
reforms legislations in their States so 
that whatever surplus land is available 
should be distributed on prIOrity to 
landless labourers. 

SHRl INDER J. MALHOTRA: In 
view of the past experience of creating 
so much confusion before the farmer. 
may I know whether in future, for 
better and proper implementation of 
the agricultural programme'>, the 
Ministry is considering a proposal ~ 

abolish the Community Dev('lopmcnt 
Department? 

SHRI ANNA SAHIB SHIN!)g: That 
is beyond my purview. It is mainly 
a State subject and. I think. the States 
and the Centre can discuss it. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Apart from 
the country being self-sufficient i:l 
foodgrains by HJ71. as the President 
announced to the joint session of Parlia-
ment last year. may I know if Govern-
ment are aware of the fact that diffe-
rent Departments of the Government 
of India have given different estimates 
about the present bumper crop? For 
instance, the Food Department of the 
Government of India says it will be 92 
million tonnes; the Agriculture Depart-
ment says it will be 95 million tonnes 
and the Plannin.; Commission says it 
will be 100 million tonnes There is .' 
wide disparity even in the estimate in 
relation to the present bumper rrop 
on which the G(>vernment is banking 
so much. In that conte..:t, may I 
know, when the Government says thnt 
we are gonig to be self_sufficient by 
1971 in foodgrains and we are going to 
have a surplus in foodgrains by ~ 975. 
whether Government basp. their hopes 
on slipperv estir-Iates like thin or do 
they have any other firm estimate? 

Do they have any astrologer to t"ll 
them about the food ro ~  and. all 
that? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: ThE' 
hon. Member is perhaps r f,~rri  to 
the various estlmates li ~ f"OI11 
time to time in various places from 
the various State Governments. May 
I submit for the informatioll (,f the 
House that these are a]· ... ·ny:; ~ c  

estimates and that the flndl production 
statistics are altogether different l' 
Advance estimates are al'A-a)'s baseu 
first when the sowing takes plaCe on 
the basis of acreage and some calcula-
tions are made on acre :i1eld. Then, 
after two months, taking into consi-
deration the condition ')/ th", crops, 
some estimates are made. In regard 
to estimates, sometimes some variation 
does occur at the State ;el'el and the 
Centre. But the general "io:ture which 
has been given out in the country that 
this year we have a bumpu crop and 
good prospects of !oodgraillS production 
is really correct. There i~ nothing 
wrong in the general estimnte that has 
been worked out. 

MR. SPEAKEH: Bedaorolta Bart::!. 

SHR! HEM BIt.RUA: He :-:ays there 
is always disparity in the estimates 
between the Cc;mre and the States. I 
sa, there is a :~ ri  in the (;stimallPs 
so far as the Departmc,nts of the 
Central Goverr-ment aloe concerned, 
There is a difference in the estimate 
prepared by his Food Department and 
the Agriculture Department. as I have 
pointed out. 

SHRI BEDABHATA BAHUA: There 
are certain hazaras in what 'las come 
to be called E:xploitive agriculture 
which we are supposed to enter into 
in 1967. Bl.I.t_exploitive agriculture or 
intensive cultivation scientifically done 
may lead to crop diseases. Evell high-
yielding varieties in the traditional 
varieties, may lead to some crop dis-
eases that may wipe out the entire 
crop in the area. Does not the Gov-
ernment consider. in view of the very 
low importance that is now being 
given, only 10 per cent of the budget 
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is being spent on agricultural science, 
to take steps, because we are going in 
for intensive cultivation from this 
year, to give more importance to ag1:i-
cultural science in the years to come? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: We 
have reorganized the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research. Formerly, it 
was under the direct conLrol of the 
Ministry, but now We have made it an 
autonomous body. More 3ulono:ny is 
being given to &cientists and co-ordi-
nated research programmes are plann· 
ed. Formerly isolated c i i i~, were 
going on in some States and at the 
Centre. Now research activities are 
co-ordinated and at the same time 
efforts are being made to see that 
inputs are made available to the 
farmers in adequate quantities. 

SHRI R. K. BIRLA: At present 
groundnut is crushed to extract oil and 
then it is used either as cattle feed or 
as manure. May I know from the 
hon. Minister whether he is aware that 
a process has been evolved in America 
whereby the oil could be extracted 
from the groundnut while the ground-
nut seed could maintain its own shape 
and that could be used as a food. 
mixing with jowar or bajra or wheat, 
whatever it may be? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I seek 
your protection, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Or.!,,,r Lal 
Berwa. 

lifT f~ <mf ~  .. r: <nf1"<lTif 'f:T 
mil ~ ~ ~f<:l  '<fl'ffifR ~ I ~~ 
~qm ~ ww:r '!iT ~ ~ '3"l1 '1fT 
m-'Il7T ~ it ~ ~ it 'IT'.:r n:'f: 
~fi~ q;: ~ l  f<r.it ~ I II ~ m;:r;rr 
~~fifi~'i:~'f: ~'Il T 
<Af.t # ~ fifi:f ~ fv:f.r 'WJ-

l:fT« ~ t an- aror ('fifi f~r~ ... 
~ lf  q;rr ri' ~ I 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 
Ganganagar District has 'lOW become 
one of the important leading districts 
from the point of view of agricultural 
production in our country. When 
these areas come under the Rajasthan 
Canal, perhaps some of the problems 
of Rajasthan would be solved. (Inter· 
ruptions) . 

SHRI BAL RAJ MADlIOK: There 
was an agreement entered int.o between 
the Minister of Agriculture of Rajas-
than and the Israel Government about 
arid land cultivation. What has 
happened to that agreement ~ 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE' 
require notice for this. 

IMPORT OF EQUIPMENT FOR CROSS-BAR 
TELEPHONE EXCHANGE IN DELllI 

+ 
'750. SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 

SHRI N. S. SHARMA: 
SHRI R. S. VIDY ARTH! : 

Will the Minister of COMMur,ICA-
TIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
equipment for the new Cross-bal' type 
Telephone Exchange commissioned in 
Delhi has becn imported from 
Belgium; 

(b) if so, the cost thereof; 

(c) the details of agreement entered 
into with the Belgium Firm in this 
regard; and 

(d) whether it is also a fact that 
this equipment is costlier as compared 
to the old equipment, and if so. the 
comparative cost of tne old and new 
equipment? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENTS OF PAHLlAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI I. K. GUJRAL): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The fO.b. cost of the equipment 
was approximately 41,586,384 lilelgium 
Francs = Rs. 39,60,608/- (pre-de\'alua-
tion). 




