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17th March, 1968 in the wake of the 
communal disturbances which had broken 
out in that State. She met representatives 
of different communities, leaders of various 
political parties and members of Peace 
Committees from the affected areas. 

(c) Tbe Prime Minister made an appeal 
to those who met her for the maintenance 
of communal harmony and peace. She 
also invited the large majority of rigbt-
thinking citizens to take an active hand 
in isolating and dealing with tbe few who 
fomented such trouble. 

Prime Minister impressed upon the 
State authorities that stern measures be 
taken to deal with tbe trouble. 
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SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN: The hon. 
Member is askinl an absolutely meaning-
leas question. 
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SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN: Tbe Prime 
Minister naturally was concerned as to 
wbat was happening tbere and sbe bas 
herself explained why sbe decided to 10 
tbore. As I was not in New Delhi at 
tbat time and she had some free timo, she 
tbought possibly she could go and see for 
horself what was bappening there. Instead 
of taking pride over the matter tbat tbe 
Prime Minister immediately reapondsd to 
this thing, for people to talk in tbis manner 
is sometbing very unfair. 
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"The administrative and the political 
circles, however, have the fcelina that 
tbe Prime Minister's air-dash to Cal-
cutta bas helped nobody; it has only 
made man), people unbappy. Possibly 
there is a touch of exbibitionism in it ; 
and definitely it has given a somewhat 
exaggerated importance to -the disturb-
ances, which the Prime Minister herself 
admitted were not 'very great". 
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SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN: Naturally, 
when communal trouble starts in a city 
like Calcutta, and communal !roubls In 
Calcutta have their own history, it is quite 
natural that the Prime Minister should 
have felt very concerned about it. He 
mentioned of some people being unhappy. 
There are people who have got a knack to 
be unhappy for everything. What can I 40 
about it? 
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SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR CHATI'ER. 
JI: Is it not a fact that for the last few 
months under the UF Government law and 
order broke down and communal disturb. 
ances of this nature created serious 
difficulties in the State; if so, will the hon. 
Minister enlighten this House whether the 
visit of the Prime Minister had the effect 
of immediately curbing that communal 
tension and creating conditions peaceful in 
that area of the country? It is not a fact 
that ber visit was brought about becauso 
of urgent necessity to meet a particular 
situation? Is it not a fact that because 
Calcutta is known to be ~ery often faced 
with communal disturbances of a serious 
nature and in view of the gcneral electioDS 
that have to be faced by the State this visit 
was absolutely necessary for national 
reasons ? 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN: 1 think the 
Prime Minister's visit had a salutary eft'ect 
OIl tbe sit uation. 
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA Ordinarily, 
I would ha~e appreciated the visit of the 
Prime Minister to Calcutta. But I was 
then in Calcutta; I know the situation there. 
I hope the Home Minister also knows the 
peculiar goo-political situation of Bengal. 
a border State cnnected with Ea,t Pakistan. 
Actions and reactions in Ea.t Pakistan and 
West Bengal are always happening. Imme· 
diately after the return of the Prime Mi-
nister from Calcutta I wrote a letter to 
her, requestillJl her to make a public state-
ment about her visit because her visit to 
Calcutta bas created an adverse reaction in 
the pnblic miad and it was also commen-
ted adversely Ilpon in the daily PllIIWS. 
The reason is this. The sudden visit of 
the Prime Minister to Calcutta: created an 
impression as if the whole of Calcutta was 
ablaze although the riots were confined to 
only certain very small pockets. The 
whole of Calcutta was normal except two 
or three pockets. , wrote to her tbat taking 
advantage of her visit to Calcutta the 
Patdstan Radio wa~ making a viruh:nt 
propapnda as a result of which already 
communal trouble started ill Sylhet, Khut-
na and some other areas and but for the 
vaUant Bengali Muslim YOUDgmn, PTOI-
ressive Muslim young men, there would 
have been serious riats in Bast PatUstan. 
In that letter 1 requested her that she 
should make a full statement about the 
extent of the riots, the damaBe caused and 
the cause of the riots. Why did she not 
make a full report,.a public report, about 
the communal troubles in West BellJlal ? 
Why did she not do that? 

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN: It is apin a 
question of misreadinl the thillJlS. Only 
because some Pakistan Radio makes sOllie 
comment and, therefore, the Prime 
Minister should DOt make any movements in 
her own country is a fantastic sUllestion 
to make. When to visit and not to visit 
is a matter of judgment. Is it the sllllCS-
tion that she sbould make a visit to 
Calcutta only wben Calcutta is in a blaze? 
That is a wrOIlJl suuestion to make. The 
Prime Minister did so there in time and, 
really s'peaking, it ought to be a matter of 
appreciation that when there was a sian 
of trouble she decided to go there to have 
an cm-the-spot study; and her visit did 
make an impact on the local situation 
there. 1 have no doubt about it. 'ADd 

about what happened in Calcutta, 
have made a statelD8llt here as to the 
extent of the damaae done, cause of the 
trouble and so on. That information was 
not concealed from anybody. 

SHRI SAMAR aUHA: She should 
have issued a st.t~m=nt. earlier. It was 
issued after a long time whicb created the 
impreision that there wai some mjstery 
there. After partition, you do not care 
for the people living in East Pakistan. 

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: It is not a 
fact that the visit of the Prime Minister, 
as reported in so many papers which are 
published· from Calcutta and elsewhere, 
ha. <ereated a very favourable impression, 
so rae as tile law and order situa tion is 
concerned? Is it also not a fact that but 
for her visit the law and order situation 
would have gUIle on ~riorating? Is it 
also not a fact tbat on account of lier 
visit the Bast Pakistan Government did 
have a new approach to the problem .,. 
BaIt Bcnpl Hindus? If so, lIIay I suSpst. .. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is not the time 
for makiag a s .... tioll. This is the 
question hour. 

SHIll D. C. SHARMA: So, will she 
make her visits as of ton as she can lIecauae 
it creates a better law and order situa-
tion? 

SHRI Y. B. CHAV AN : I am inclined 
to agree with the hon. Member. 

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHQK : The hoa. 
Minister jusl now stated that the Prime 
Minister's visit to Calcutta should be 
appreciated. I would bave appreciated her 
visit to Calcutta if she ·had also visited 
Meerut and Allahabad, which are much 
nearer home. The thing is that it was a 
politically-motivated visit. The intention 
was nat just to .restore law and ord er or 
restore confidence but something else, and 
that is what creates doubt. Secondly, 
I want to know whether it is not a fact 
that Our Central M"misters dash to Cal-
cutta and try to magnify the prOblem and 
try to present to the world the probtem in 
a m~biger form, which creates an 
impression in East Pakistan and other 
areas thaI _thillJl very big has happened 




