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(ii) Itensification and strengthen-
ing of research and educa-
tional facilities (including
setting up of agricultural uni-
versities) leading te evolu-
tion of high yielding varie-
ties resistant to pests and
diseases.

(iii) Provision of Agricultural Ex-
tension. Services and other
programmes of Community
Development.

{iv) Multiplication and supply of
high yielding varieties of
seeds and other agricultural
inputs (fertilisers, manures,
improved implement and
machineries) to agricultur-
ists.

(v) Provision of better plant pro-
tection facilities.

(vi) Provision of increased facili-
ties for agricultural credit
and better marketing and
storage facilities,

(vil) Remunerative prices for ag-
ricultural produce,
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IMPORT OF FOODGRAINS

*g9. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI: Will the Minister of FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government propose to
revise its import targets of foodgrains
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for 1968 in view of the good crop in
India this year;

(b) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the drain ip dollars because of
the proposed imports of foodgrains fer
19687

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND COOPERATION (SHRI AN-
NASAHIB SHINDE): (a) and (b). The
target of imports of foodgrains for
1968 has been fixed at 7.5 million ton-
nes after taking into account the good
crop in India this year, The question
of revising the target, does not, there-
fore, arise.

(c) It is not possible to indicate the
expenditure either in foreign exchange
or in Indian currency as the sourl_:es
from which we may get the foodgrains
and also the prices and the [reight
which we may have to pay are not
yet known.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT
SOCIETIES

*90. SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROH-
ATGI: Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleaseq to state:

(a) whether any study for drawing
up guide-lines regarding the working
of Agricultural Credit Societieg has
been made;

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that
vested interest jominates Agricultural
Credit Societies to varying degrees in
all the States excepting Kerala and
Magdras; and

(e) if so, the steps Government pro-
pose to take to check this tendency and
to encourage flow of credit to smaller
cultivators?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY ©OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI
M. S. GURUPADASWAMY): (a) Yes,
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Sir. A quick study to ascertain the
extent of vested interests in Primary
Agricultura] Societies and for drawing
up guide lines to dea] with the pro-
blem effectively was undertaken re-
cently by the Ministry in 8 States.

(b) The findings of the study which
covered only three societies in each
of the 22 selected districts ip eight
States lead to this conclusion, which
cannot obviously be generaliseq due
to the very limited coverage.

(¢) The problem is proposed to be
discussed at a Conference of Chief
Ministers and Ministers of Coopera-
tion in the near future with 5 view
to arrive at an agreed plan of action.

RICE AND WHEAT SUPPLY TO
WEST BENGAL

419. DR. RANEN SEN: Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) the quantity of rice and wheat
supplied to West Bengal in December,
1966 and January, 1967; and |,

(b) the quantity of rice and wheat
supplied to that State in December,
1967 and January, 19687

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-

“TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT"

AND COOPERATION (SHRI ANNA-
SAHIB SHINDE):

(In 'ooo Tonnes)

Rice Wheat
(a) December, 1966 18.R 78.0
January, 1967 3.1 s3r
(®) December, 1967 26,3  93.3-
January, 1968 31.5  74.0
POSTS AND TELEGRAPH
OFFICES

420. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS-
be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of Post and’





