
TURE be pleased to state the steps pro-
posed by Government to ensure adequate 
area of land under foodgrain crops and to 
check diversion of land from foodgrain 
crops to commercial crops with a view 
to aChieve self-sufliciency ill food produc-
tion? ' 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DFVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): The programmes f9r agri-
cultural production envisage simultaneous 
increase of prod~ction of both foodgrain 

and commercial crops mainly through 
intensive cul\ivatio.D measures designed 
to increase yield per acre, The produc-
tion policies including price and otlier 
incentives are desi£ned to achIeve thi$ 
objective, No diversion of area: from 
foodgrains to commercial crops or vice 
versa is envisaged, 

P,ecaremeat aDd S&orage of FoodgraiDs 

*1194. SlIRI Pl\EM CHAND VERMA : 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state : 

(a) whether he has seen reports in the 
Press that the foodgrain dealers are carrying 
cn a propag"nda that Government have no 
capacity of storage and would not be ahle 
to purchase surplus foodgrains from mar-
kets; 

(b) whetber he has also seen reports 
that the foodgrain dealers are teiling 
farmers th,at Government would. not llQiU'an-
tee minimum prices so' that they are able 
to ~nter into advance agreements at a. far 
lower price ; and 

(c) if so, the reaction of Government 
thereto? 

THE. MINISn:R OF STATE IN THE 
MINIS.TRY OJ;' FOOt;>, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRl ANNASAHIB, 
SHINDE) : (a) Reports in the press have 
come to the notice of Government that 
there is no adequate storage capacity to 
enable Govt. to mllke full purcbase of 
surplus rabi crop. But Govt. have no 

information thal tbese Icports were in'piled 
by foodgrain dealers. . 

(b) A stray report from Madhya 
Pradesh has come to Government's notice. 

(c) There is adequate storage capacity 
available to the Government to meet this 
year's anticipated requirements. Govern-
ment have also announced that they will 
be prepared to purchase all foodgrains 
oirered to them for sale at the procurement 
prices. The State Government have. also 
been advised to give wide publicity io the 
fact that all foodgrains offered at the 
procurement prices will be purchased by 
the Food Corporation of India or other 
Governmental agencies. 
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Central Marine Fisheries Researeh 
Institute, Mandapam 

6896. SHRI MURASOLI MARAN: 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AG:RI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is a move to shift 
the Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute from Mandapam ; and 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor? 
THE MINISTER OF STAre IN THE 

MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVEWPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) The Estimates Committee 
of the Lok Sabha in its Thirty Sixth 
Report has suggested that a study team 
consisting of representatives from the 
Central Government, the Instiiute and the 
concerned State Governments may be 
appointed to go into the question of the 
location of the headquarters of the Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute in all 
its ramification before arriving at a final 
decision. 

(b) The reason for this suggestion is 
that in Marine fisheries, which is essen-
tially captured Fisheries, the basic research 
work would have to be carried out on 
areas of occurrence of tbe main fisheries 
and the area at Mandapam does not 
possess any sizeable fisheries of commercial 
magnitude. 

'FeleplMme Extension te Agaly 

6897. SHRI P. VISHWAMBHARAN : 
SHRI MANGLA THUMADAM : 

Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state : 

(a) when the telephone extension to 




