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Foreign Exchange to Shrl &I: Smt. 
Jayaprakash Narayan fOr their 

Tour Abroad 

*1121. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: 
Will the Minister of FINA:,CE be 
pleased to state; 

(a) the amount of foreign exchange 
given to Shri Jayaprakash Narayan 
and his wife to enable them to go 
on a ten-week tour of South-East Asia, 
U.S.S.R., Europe, Canada and United 
States on the 16th February, 1968; 

(b) the grounds on which the 'P' 
fonn was given to them; and 

(c) whether Government will 
permit other citizens to go on similar 
tours under similar cirucmstances1 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) $. 600. 

(b) The major portion of the tour 
was covered by hospitality of the ac-
ceptable type. 

(c) Yes, Sir. Citizens have been and 
will ,be permitted to go if there are 
hospitality arrangements -for them of 
the acceptable type. 

General Price Level 

*1122. SHRI M. L. SONDHI: Will 
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether the rise of about 15 
per cent in the general price level in 
the country was the highest ever in a 
single year; 

(b) if so, the articles to which this 
high increase in prices can be attri-
buted and reaSOns therefor; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that food 
article. claimed the greater propO ..... 
tion of this increase as compared to 
finished industrial products or inter-
mediate products? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
K. C. PANT): (a) Yes. Sir. The 
yearly average of the wholesale price 
index for 1967 shows an Increase of 
15.3 per cent over 1966 and is the 
highest increase recorded in a single 
year in recent economic historY. 

(b) A statement showing variation. 
in the prices of important groupsl 
commodities during 1967 is laid on 
the Table of the House. [Placed in 
Ubra11l. See No. LT-819/68]. The 
increase In the yearly average of the 
wholesale price index in 1967 was lar-
gely on account of 25.7 per cent in-




