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1HE MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : (a) Since 
lst January 1968, there have been 5 
I.A.F. Hying accidents involving loss of 
life, besides the one which occurred on 
the 7th February 1968 in which an 
I.A.F. transport aircraft with 98 person-
nel on board is missing. 

(b) to (d). Courts of Inquiry have 
heen held in the caSe of all these acci-
dents and the proceedings of the Courts 
are under scrutiny. Remedial measures, 
where necessary, will be taken to prevent 
recurrence of similar accidents after the 
proceedings of the Courts of Inquiry 
have been finalised. 

LIMIT OF TERRITORIAL WATERS 

*459. SHRI RAMACHANDRA 
ULAKA : Will the Minister of EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to refer 
to the reply given to Starred Question 
No. 436 on the 4th December. 1967 
regarding the limit of territorial waters 
and state: 

(a) whether the matter has since 
heen examined hy Government; and 

(b) if so, the result thereof? 
THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) : 
(a) 'fhe matter is still under considera-
tion. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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EXPENDITURE ON INDIAN MISSIONS/ 
CoNSULATES 

"'461. SHRI S. KUNDU : Will the 
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 

~  to state : 

(a) whether Government had taken 
any steps to reduce the expenditure on 
Indian Missions/Consulates during the 
last year; and 

(h) if so. the nature of the steps 
taken and the result thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI B. R. BHAGAT) : (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The broad outlin·es of measures 
taken to restrict expenditure in respect 
of the running costs of our Missions/ 
Consulates abroad during 1966-67 fol-
lowing the devaluation of the Indian 
Rupee are as follows :-

(i) Post of Officers and staff in 
the Missions abroad were sanc-
tioned only after the most care-
ful examination of proposals 
on the basis of work study 
analysis and further considera-
tion by the Economy Board of 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs. Many posts were held 
in abeyance and several pro-
posals for creation of new 
posts were turned down. 

(ii) In view of the acute foreign 
exchange positiO'll, the budget 
proposals were examined with 
the greatest possible emphasis 
0'Il economy without at the 
same time sacrificing the fune-
tiO'llal effectiveness of our 
Missions abroad. 

(iii) No new Missions were opened 
during 1966-1967. and CO'll-




