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MANUFACTURE OF TAMPING MACHINES

*445. SHRI CHENGALRAYA
NAIDU :

SHRI ANBUCHEZHIAN :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that India
has manufactured tamping machines for
making the trains run faster and
smoothes;

(b) whether any test has been made;

(¢) if so, when it is likely to be used;
and

(d) how many such machines are
likely to be manufactured in the coun-
try during the year and the cost thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA) : (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) Similar types have been tested.

(c) The first of the machines manu-
factured in India is expected to be put
into use by April, 1968.

(d) Twelve machines are expected
to be manufactured during the year and
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the approximate cost of each machine
is Rs. 6.20 lakhs.

CATERING SERVICE ON RAILWAYS

*446. SHRI D. N, PATODIA: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the
catering service on the Railways is run-
ning at a loss;

(b) if so, the quantum of loss in-
currétdd by the railways during 1966-67;
]

(c) how many of catering services
are run departmentally and how many
are given out on contract; and

(d) how the departmental catering
service costs as compared to the ser-
vices given out on contract?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA) : (a)
Catering service on the railways is of
two types namely—

(i) Service through catering con-
tractors.

Service through departmental
catering. Information regarding
profits and losses of (i) above
is not available but as regards
(ii) above it is a fact that
losses have been incurred
every year since the inception
of departmental catering ex-
cept for the years 1963-64
and 1966-67 when profits were
made.

(ii)

(b) There was no loss to the rail-
ways on account of departmental cater-
ing in the year 1966-67. On the other
?ai:tclithemwasa profit of Rs, 1.19
akhs.

(c) Departmental catering obtains at
97 stations and on 26 pairs of trains.
Catering by Contractors is provided at
2,802 stations and on 23 pairs of trains.

(d) Details of cost of service by con-
tractors are not maintained by the Rail-
ways. It is, therefore, not possible to
indicate the comparative position.





