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(b) what forms of assistance the ~tre 
WiU provide to help the States in implc-
menting their respective procurement pro-
gnunmes? 

TIm MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAIDB 
SIDNDE): (a) The recommendations 
of Agricultural Prices Commission for 
fixing procurement targets of 7 million 
tonneS of Kharif Cereals were discussed 
in the Chief Ministers' conference held 
during September 1967. Even though it 
was felt that the target of 7 million tonnes 
for Kharif production was somewhat high 
the State Governments agreed that efforts 
should be made to reach as close to the 
target as possible. 

(b) Arrangements will be made for pr0-
viding funds required by State Governments 
for procurement as and when requests 
are received. In addition, a scheme has 
been formulated for paying incentive bonus 
to the surplus states on the eXport of rice. 

RIsE IN PRICEa OF FOODGRAINS 

·172. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that prices of aU 
CS$Clltial foodgrains have risen during 
September/October, 1967 in the open 
market; 

(b) if so, the steps taken by Government 
to checlc the prices; aDd 

(e) whether the State Trading in food-
grains is likely to be introduced ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHlB) 
SHINDE): (a): There has been a dec-
lining trend in the prices of essential food-
grains except wheat during Septemberl 
October 1967 as compared to those prevail-
ing in July/August 1967. The price of 
wheat has remained almost steady. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) State Trading in foodgrains on a 
limited scale is already being continued. 
Complete monopolisation of the food-
grains trade by the Government is not, 
however, envisaged, at this stage. 
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FALL IN MILK PRODUCTION 

*174. SHRI D. C. SHARMA: Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI· 
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of U.N.O. 
have expressed concern in their rec:ent 
annual report regarding the constant ran 
in the production of milk and butter in 
India; and 




