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IRANIAN PLANES IN PAKISTAN

*144. SHRI N. K SOMANTI :

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH
MAHIDA :

Wil the Minister of EXTERNAI
AFFAIRS be pleased to state .

(a) whether Government's attention
has been drawn to the issue of “Avia-
tion Week and Spacc Technology™ of
the 7th August, 1967 contaning the rc-
port that 90 F-86 Sabre Jets sent by
Iran arc still in Pakistan and are therc
to suay,

(b) whether any report has been re-
cavad from our High Commussion .t
Karachi in this regard. and

(c) if so, the icton tuken hy Gor-
emmeat thereon ?

THE MINISTER OF
THE MINISTRY OF
AFFAIRS
(a) Yoo, Sir

(b) and (c) Wo have kept a carctul
watch on tins matter and have taken
suitable action wherever necessary. The
Government of Iran had assured us
vanious levels that the awcraft sent to
Pakistan were there only for repains
sarvicing and modsfications and  would
return to Iran ult.mately. The Govern-
ment of Iran had also told us that most
of the wrcraft had gone back to Iran
The Government of India,  however
continu¢ to receivc reports that thesc
planes arc stifl in Pakistan

STATE IN
EXTERNAL
(SHRI B R BHAGAT)

Braiiine 10 NEWsMEN ON NaTHU I

C1 ASHES
*i45 SHRI SHARDA NAND
SHRI ATAL BIHARJ VAJ-

PAYEF

SHRI JAGANNATH RAO
JOSHI ;

SHRI BENI  SHANKER
SHARMA :

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOE! .

Will the Mnister of DEFENCE be
pleased (0 state :

(a) whether it is a fact that dunng
the Nathu La fighting in the 2nd week
of Scptember, 1967 only one bricfling

Written Answers KARTIKA 29, 1889 (SAKA) Writien Answers

1322

to tho Press was done on the 12th Sep-
umeder},'.l%1 by the Defence Officials
m IH

(b) whether the journalists posted at
Gangtok and television correspondemts
who had reached Gangtok were allowed
to proceed on the 28th , 1967
nearly a fort-night after the firing had
ended;

(c) whether the Official Photogra-
pher arnved at Nathu La only after the
fighting was over: and

(d) the steps which Government
have taken to improve the efficiency of
our Defence publicity ?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH): (a)
Apart from one orgamscd gencral press
brefing, non-scheduled briefings were
trequently given 1o the press by official
spokesmen throughout  the period of
finng at Nathu L«

(b) It s customary to arrange con-
ducted tours of press parties, giving 4
chance to the press from all regions as
also accredited foreign correspondents.
The tours of press correspondents had
aso to be hinked to the deveclopments
connected with the wtuation Four
press parties were given facilities ex-
Bagdogra commencing from 25th Sep-
tember. 1967, for visting Natbu La
The Press partics which visited Nathu
La included Gangtok-based press corres-
pondents.

(¢) The official photographer  and
cipe cameraman detailed to cover the
Nathu La incident arrived at Nathu La
on 15th September. Mcanwhite, photo-
graphic accompaniment of news hand-
outs was arranged on the basis of Jocal
photographs already avauable.

(d) A number of measures are under
way to improve Defence publicity, parti-
cularly relating to coverage of opera-
uons. These include setting up of re-
gonal and field unus, front-hne cove-
rage by offic.al P.R. tcams as well as
newspaper correspondents, setting up of
Base Press Camps, quick security clear-
ance of press material and photographs
etc.





