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immigration of Indians to Foreign
Countries

*1498, Shri G. S. Mishra:
Shri Nitiraj Singh:
Chaudhary:

Will the Minister of
Affairs be pleased to state:

External

(a) the total number of immigrants
to (i) UK, (ii) Canada, (iii) Kuwait,
and (iv) U.S.A. from India during the
last five years;

(b) how many of them are Engi-
neers, Scientists and Doctors; and

(¢) the Government's policy to-
wards this immigration which leads
to brain-drain on large scale?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
t'y of External Affairs (Shri Suren-
dra Pal Singh): (a) and (b), The in-
formation is being collected and will
be placed on the Table of the House.

(c) The Passports Act, 1967. which
regulates issue, refusal, etc. of pass-
ports applieg equally to all citizens
regardless of their profession or aca-
demic attainments, There is no pro-
vision in the Act which empowers
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Government to refuse passport on the
ground that the applicant's departure
abroad might lead to  brain-drain.
Therefore, when an engineer or scien-
tist or doctor applies for passport, he
cannot be refused one if he qualifies
for it under the Act.
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