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Defects in Qutab Minar 

+ 
·1383. Shri Sbarda Nand: 

Shri 1. B. Siltgh: 
Slut RanJlt Singh: 

Will the Minister of EducatiOn be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether an Expert Committee 
appointed to go into the defects in 
the foundations of the Qutab Minar 
has recently submitted its report; 

(b) whether the Committee have 
recommended further cementing of 
its foundations; and 

(e) if so, whether Government 
propose to provide necessary funds 
for the purpose? 
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Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda: May I 
know whether the Government is 
aware that residential accommoda-
tion for students is not available in 
other cities? 

Mr. Speaker: We are not on that 
question now. 
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Shri Chintamani Panigrahi: May 
we know when exactly this repair 
work would start-this year or next 
year? Can we know the date? 
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Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya: Will the 
Minister kindly state whether the 
Qutub Minar is inclining to a side 
and if so to which side is it inclining? 
(Interruptions). The entire structure 
is inclining to northwest or south-
west, it is stated. What is the degree 
of inclination till now. 

Shri Sher Singh: Qutub Minar is 
also following a policy of non-align· 
ment. It is neither to the left nOr to 
the right. There is no inclination So. 
far. 
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Shri Tenneti ViswaJlllih;o:m: Apart 
from the question of the major re-
pairr., I want to know whether the 
Government will pay a better atten-
tion to keep the surroundings of 
Qutab Minar neater and n~  to 
give the garden 'a better look aud to 
make the canteen a Ittle more pre-
sentable to the foreigners and also to 
the Indians who come from outside 
Delhi and have got a high notion 
about the QutUb Minar. 

Shri Sher Singh: For encouraging 
tourism, the Ministry of Education jS 
thinking of establishing a liaison wIth 
the MinistrY of Tourism so that with 
the help and guidance of the other 
Ministry we could improve these 
monuments and make them more 
attractive for the tourists. (lnter-
Tuption). 

An bon. Member: That is not the 
reply to the question. 

Shri Ba1 Raj Madhok: According 
to historical researches, this Qutab 

Minar was never built by Qutubuddin 
Aibak who ruled over Delhi only for 
four years, from 1612 to 1616, but it 
was bUIlt by Vishal Dev who ruled 
over Delhi for a long time. I would 
like to know whether, in view of this 
fact, and in view also of the fact that 
our motto is Satyameva JaYatc, the 
Governtnent will accept this fact, and 
name this tower as Vishal Stamb 
instead of Qutub Minar? 

Shri Sher Singh: When it is -estab-
lished that sat is sat it is accepted. 

Shri Bal Raj Mallhok: Are you pre-
pared to appoint a committee to go 
into the matter and find out the real 
man who built it? Here is a histori-
cal fact. If you do not accept it, 
then you could appoint a committee 
of scholars to go into the whole mat-
ter. 

Shri Sher Singh: It is a matter for 
the historians and experts to decide. 
(Interruption). The Government is 
not in a position to make any decla-
ration. 

Shri Bal Raj Macthok: Are you pre-
pared to form a committee of scholars 
to go into the whole question? Please 
say yes or no 

Mr. Speaker: Are you prel'ared or 
not prepared? One need not go into 
the meritl 

Shrl Sher Singh: We have got .. 
committee which is writing the his-
tory of India 
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Shrl Sher Singh: As I have already 
said, there is a committee headed by 
Dr. Tara ChaDIL 

Mr, Speaker: For this purpose? 
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Shri Sher Singh: No. (Interruption) 

Mr. Speaker: Then, for this ques-
tion, please say yes or no for heaven's 
sake. 

Shri Sher Singh: This matter could 
also be referred to that committee. 
There is no need to appoint another 
committee. The committee is there 
and this matter can be referred to 
that committee. 
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The MiDlster of EdncatiOn (Dr. 
Trlguna Sen): (a) to (c). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the 
House. [Placed in Library. See No. 
LT-1203/67]. 

F\>r the benefit of Members, may 1 
say a few words? 

Mr. Speaker: Yes. 

Dr. Triguna Sen: Referring to part 
(a) of the question, the percentage of 
passes of students at various examina-
tions shows an improvement over the 
last 15 years. But to my mind, this 
is no criterion of improvement or 
otherwise in. educational standards. 
The overall picture about educational 
standards, I think, is a mixed one. On 
the one hand, there has been some 
increase in the sub-standard institu-
tions due to rapid expansion accom-
panied by inadequate investment and 
resources. There has been also a big 
rise in the number of' uS! genera-
tion learners. But there is also a 
brighter iide to this picture. There 
has been a distinctive improvement 
in the teaching of several ~  

such as natural sciences, agriculture, 
engineering, medicine, economics, 
sociology, etc. Good institutions and 
first-rate students are now more 
numerous and qualitatively also bet-
ter. But due to expansion and hick 
of resources and teachers, there are 
also sub-standard institutions. It is 
a mixed one. 

Regarding (b), I agree that in tnE 
first three five-year plans, the output 
of matriculates and graduates in arts 
and commerce has been very large 
and has outstripped the employment 
opportunities available. This has in-
creased the volume of educated un-
employment. Many students ate 
under-employed, according to their 
qualifications. 

Regarding (c), the improvement of 
educational standards depends on 
several factors, but the most impor-
tant to my mind is that the student 
should be taught in the language.. in 
which he thinks and dreams. offtat 
depends also on the quality of 
teachers and motivation of students. 
A series of measures have been taken 
by the Minisbry of Education, UGC 
and NCERT in this respect. The 
Education Commission also has made 




