Shri N. E. Sharma:
Shri Sharda Nand:
Bhri Brl] Bhushan Lal:

Will the Minisier of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is proposed w
import more cotton to feed the tex-
tile mills now in crisis for want of
raw material;

{b) if 30, when a decision is likely
to be taken; and

(c} the mmount of cotton likely to
be imported during the current year
and at what price and from which
countries it will be imported?

The Minkster of Commerce (Shri
Dinesh Singh): (a) to (c). Efforts are
being made to import additional quan-
tities of cotlon. An agreement has
already been entered into with the
U.AR. providing inter alia for import
of about 200,000 bales of cotton. Other
negotialions are in progress.

About 800,000 bales are likely to be
impeorted from different countries guch
as the USA. the UAR., Sudan,
Uganda eit. The following are the
spproximate c.if. wvalues of cotton
imported from different countries:

U.AR. Rs. 1,666 per bale.
» Budan Rs. 1,364 per bale.
UsA Rs. 95] per bale.

East Africa Rs. B8l per bale,

0.8 million tonne per annum.
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