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Import of Foodgrains after the 
elpanre of the Suez Canal

*1868. Shri P. Viswambharan:
Shri Mangalathumadom:
Shri IP. C. Adichan:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the alternate steps Government 
have taken to tide over the difficul
ties in the import of foodgrains con
sequent on the closure of the Suez 
Canal;

(b) whether Government have pur
chased additional foodgrains from 
Eastern Countries after the Suez 
closure and if so, the quantities of 
wheat and rice thus purchased with 
details of countries from which the 
purchases were made; and

(c) whether these additional food
grains have started arriving at the 
Indian ports?

The Minister of state In (he 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
Community Development and Co
operation (Shri Annasahib Shinde):
(a) The immediate impact of the 
closure of the Suez Canal with effect 
from  the Oth June, 1967 has been on 
the food vessels which were on the

high seas on that date and were to 
come to Indian ports via the Suez 
Canal. The delay involved in the 
arrival of these vessels consequent on 
their re-routing via the Cape of Good 
Hope has affected the availabilities of 
foodgrains during the second half of 
the month of June and the first half 
of the month of July, There was no 
possibility of meeting these shortfalls 
from any source during this period 
because of the time factor. The clo
sure of the Suez Canal has also ad-> 
versely affected the availability of 
tanker« for foodgrains and in order 
to meet any deficiencies in supplies of 
imported grains during the months of 
July and August, commercial pur
chases of foodgrains have been made 
from Australia: Possibilities tof diver
sion of foodgrain vessels from Aus
tralia to other places have also been 
explored but without any definite re
sults so far.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise.

Shortage o f Bice

*1367. Shri Eswara Reddy: Will 
the Minister of Food p«m Agriculture 
be pleased to stater

(a) the extent of shortage of rice 
in the country; and

(b) the steps which have been taken 
by Government to make the country 
self-sufficient in the matter of rice 
production?

The Minister of state in the 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
Community Development a"^ Co
operation (Shri Annasahib Shinde):
(a) In the absence of any scientific 
and comprehensive survey on the 
consumption of foodgrains jn India it 
is not possible to indicate the require
ments and shortage of even all food
grains taken together. The demand 
for one foodgrain competes against 
that of another to a certain extent. 
It is, therefore much more difficult 
to assess the extent of shortage of any 
particular foodgrain separately.




