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Investment in Shares 
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Will the Minister of Finance be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that in
vestors in shares have sufl'ered con
siderable losses over the last few 
years; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(c) the steps which Government 
nre taking to remedy the situation? 

The Minister of State in the Minis
try of Finance (Shri K. C. Pant): (a) 
Due to the general decline in equity 
share prices in the market since 
mid-May 1962, some investors might 
have suffered losses. However, the 
overall gains in the price rise during 
the boom period of 1958-61 have 
not been wholly erased; compared 
with the level of prices in the year 
immediately preceding the boom 
period, viz., 1957-58, the prices in the 
year 1966-67 were higher by 21.7 per 
cent. 

(b) The declining trend since May 
1962 following the worsening foreign 
exchange situation was aggravated by 
two successive conflicts on Indian 
borders and the resultant strain on 
the economy. 

(c) Government is keeping a con
tinual watch over the trends of share 
prices and has been taking steps to 
improve the investment climate. 
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