5185 Written Answers

The Minister of Planning, Petroleum
and Ch Is and Soclal Wellare
(Shri Asoka Mehta): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Molasses is g bye-product of the
sugar industry. The current sugar
season has been abnormally bad on
account of drought conditions, notable
in the States of UP. and Bihar.
Besides, reduction in the area under
cane cultivation and manufacture of
Gur and Khandsari, have also contri-
buted to the shortage. To improve the
situation, exports of alcohol have been
banned and exports of molasses
restricted to the level of irrevocable
commitments already made with over-
seas suppliers. Imports of alcohol have
also been authorized mainly to keep
the alcohol-based industries going.
Efforts are being made to locate sur-
plus molasses for supply to defieit
regions. Steps tp increase the output
of sugar and consequently of molasses
during the next sugar season, are also
being taken.
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