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Suez Canal, on our economy and for-
eign trade has been made so far by 
the Government; and 

(b) if sO, the broad outlines, there-
of? 

The Deputy I!rime Minister and 
Minister of Finance (Sbrt Morarji 
Desai): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Following the closure of the 
Suez Canal, shipments of imported 
commOOities take a somewhat longer 
time to arrive in India and the freight 
rates have also gone up. Because of 
the longer haulage, there is a general 
shortage of available shipping space. 
These factors affect all imports, in-
cluding imports of foodgrains, which 
normally pass through this route. 

Rural HOusing. Problem 

*1129. Shrl K. Lakkappa: 
Shrl M. H: Gowda: 

Will the Minister of Works, Hous-
liII and Suppl,. be pleased to state: 

(a) the nature of present planning 
schemes envisaged to complete the 
RUral HDusing Problem in the coun-
try; 

(b) whether any proposal has been 
sent by the Government of India to 
the various States to implement the 
schemes; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 

The MiDlster of Works, Housing and 
SupplY (Shrt Jaganath Rao): (a) to 
(c). It has been estimated that there 
was a shortage of 627 lakhs of houses 
(including 527 lakhs of kacha houses) 
in the rural areas of the country, at 
the commencement of the Fourth Five 
Yellr Plan. The problem. is, theI:efore, 
too vast to be resolved entirely on a 
Governmental basis. However, to im-
prove housing conditions in r.ural 
areas a "Village Housing ProJects 

e~e  formulated by this Ministry 
in ~  is being implemented through 
tha various State Governments. The 

scheme inter alia provides for the fol-
lowing:-

(i) loans to villagers for construc_ 
tion of new houses or im-
provement of existing houses, 
to the extent of 80 per cent of 
the cost, subject to a maxi-
mum of Rs. 3,0001-per house; 

(ii) 100 per cent Grants to State 
Governments for provision of 
-(I) house sites for landless 
agricultural worken>; and (II) 
streets and drains in selected 
villages; 

(iii) technical assistance and guid-
ance to villagers and local 
authorities (including provi-
sion of lay-outlplans, designs, 
specij!cations etc.) through 
State Rural Housing CellS, 
50 per cent of the cost of pay 
and allowances of the staff 
being met from Central 
Grants. 

This is a continuing Scheme. For 
the present, the scheme is expected to 
cover the development of about 5090 
villages, spread all over the country, 
progressively.  Owing to financial and 
various other limitations, it has not 
been pO!l5ible: to eDlarge the scope of 
the Scheme. 
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