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production and price control on cotton
textiles.

(b) and (c). The purpose behind
the introduction of these controls was
to ensure adequate supply of varieties
of cloth of mass consumption at rea-
sonable prices to the consumers. Gov-
ernment are satisfled that this prpose,
is, by' and large, becing served. Gov-
ernment, therefore, do not propose to
lift these controls at present,

Coal production dui:ig Fourth Plan

*400. Bhri George Fernandes:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri J. H. Patel:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Metals be pleased to state:

(a) whether the: has been a cut in
the estimated producuon of cooking
and blendable coal for the Fourth
Plan perjod; and

(b) whether this cut would adversely
affect the targeted expansion of the
capacitly of our steel plants?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Steel, Mines and Metals (Shri
P. C. Sethi): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir.

Narrow-gange Railways

*401. Shri Indrajit Gupta:
Shri Nitiraj Singh Chaudhuri:
Shrij Vishwanath Pandey:
Shri Y. A. Prasad:
Shri N. K. Banghi:
Shri P. Parthasarathy:
Shri Hem Raj:

Will the Minister of Railways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government-owned
narrow-gauge Railways are running on
heuvy loss;

(b) it so, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether the question of ocon-
vertmg these narrow-gauge railways
into meter-gauge and broadgauge has
bewm considered by Government; and

(d) it so, the details of the decision
taken?

The Minister of Rallways (Shri C.
M. Poonacha): (a) Narrow Gauge sec-
tions are generally running at a loss,
but there are a few exceptions.

(b) Traffic offering on mosat of these
gections is 100 low for economic work-
ing.

(c) The question of converting

Narrow Gauge lines into Broad{Metre
Gauge is reviewed from time to time.

(d) As a result of the review,
Adipur-Bhuj Narrow-Gauge lihe in
Saurashira was converteq into metre
gauge.
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Eeocgasisation of NCDC
*403. Shri Manibhai J. Patel:

Shri Ramachandra Ulska:'
Shey Dimleshwar Moens:
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Singh Ayarwal:
Chand Kaochwai:
Shri Ram Kishan Gupta:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Metaly be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Unstarreq Question
No. 817 on the 7th April, 1967 and
state:

(a) whether the question of reorga-
nisation-of the National Coal Develop-
ment Corporation has since been exa-
mined; and
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(b) if so, the details thereof”?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Steel, Mines and Metals (Shri
P. C. Sethl): (a) The guestion of the
reorganisation of the National Coal
Dewelopment Corporation is still under
consideration.

(b) Does not arise.

Establishment of Khetri Copper
Project

*404. Shri B. 8. Sharma:
Shri Onkar Lajl Berwa:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
ang Metals be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the foreign firms
with which negotiations are going on
for the establishment of Khetri Cop-
per Project;

(b) whether the work on this pro-
ject has started and if so, the number
of foreign experts employed and
the details of expenditure incurred on
them; and

(e) whether considerable number of
local people have been employed on
the project and the total expenses in-
curred on the project and the details
thereof?

The NOnister of Steel, Mines and
Metals (Dr, Chenna Reddy): (a)
-No negotistions are going on with any:
foreign firms for the establishment of
the Khetri Copper Project at present.
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The Nationa] Minersl Developmant
Corporation has already entered into
agreements with (i) a group of French
companies consisting of Ms. Venot-Pic,
Ensa, and others for supply of plant,
equipment and engineering services
under French Consortium Credit, and
(ii) with MJs. Western Knapp Engin-
eering Company of US.A, to act as
advisers to the Corporation for assis-
tance in evoluation of the Freach
bids, review of the estimates of capital
cost and profitability, design and ape-
cifications, etc., and for shaft sinking.

{b) Yes, Sir. Six American experts
have becn deputed by the Western
Knapp BEngineering Company for the
shaft sinking operations. An expendi-
ture of $3,35469 in foreign exchange
and Rs. 1,13,794 in Indian currency
has been incurred for this purpose.

(¢) Yes, Sir. About 95 per cent of
unskilled and semi-skilled labour,
forming the bulk of the employees,
are local people. The percentage of
local persons in skilled and technical
posts of lower categories, and minis-
terial posts is about 50 per cent. Tech-
nical personnel employed in higher
categories are mostly outsiders due*
to uon-availability of qualified local
persons,

An expenditure of about Rs. 7 crores
has been incurred on the project upto

the end of March, 1967. The details
are as under:—
iIn rupees)
Iskhs
Mining . . . . . 36
Pmspccti_ng (including payment
to Indian Bureau of Mines: . 4¢
Civil Works . . . 92
Consultancy . 78
‘T'ools, Plant and Machinery 81
Stores, Establisment and other
miscellaneous . . . 364
ToTaL 700 -





