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production and price control on cotton (d) if so, the details of the decision 
textiles. taken?

(4>) and (c). The purpose behind 
the introduction of these controls was 
to ensure adequate supply of varieties 
of cloth o{ mass consumption at rea­
sonable prices to the consumers. Gov­
ernment are satisfied that this prpose, 
is, by and large, being served. Gov­
ernment, therefore, do not propose to 
lift these controls at present.

Coal production die!:;; Fourth Plan
*404. Shri George Fernandes:

Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri J. H. Patel:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
and Metals be pleased to state:

(a) whether the: - has been a cut in 
the estimated proJucuon of cooking 
and blendable coal for the Fourth 
Plan <period; and

(b) whether this cut would adversely 
affect the targeted expansion of the 
capacity of our steel plants?

The Minister of State in the Minis­
try of Steel, Mines and Metals (Shri 
P. C. Sethi): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir.

Narrow-gunge Railways
*401. Shri Indrajit Gupta:

Shri Nltiraj Singh Chaudhurl: 
Shr| Vbhwanath Pandey:
8hrl Y. A. Prasad:
Shri N. K. Sanghi:
Shri P. Parthasarathy:
Shri Hem Raj:

Will the Minister of Railways be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government-owned 
narrow-gauge Railways are running on 
heavy lass;

(b) if so. the reasons therefor;
(c) whether the question of con­

verting these narrow-gauge railways 
into xneter-gauge and broadgauge has 
bMa considered by Government; and

The Minister of Railways (Shri C. 
M. Poonacha): (a) Narrow Gauge sec. 
tions are generally running at a loss, 
but there are a few exceptions.

(to) Traffic offering on most of these 
sections is loo low for economic work­
ing.

(c) The question of converting 
Narrow Gauge lines into Broad|Metre 
Gauge is reviewed from time to time.

(d ) As a result of the review, 
Adipur-Bhuj Narrow-Gauge line in 
Saurashtra was converted into metre 
gauge.
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Shri Raandtandra Olaka:
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