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availability with the Centre during
that month and the relative needs of
the States. Rice supply position during
August and September will continue
to be difficult as availabilities during
these lean months before the arrival
of the new rice crop are also likely to
be low.

(c) The State Governments are na-
terally unhappy at not getting the
supplies of rice needed by them.
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Frelght Rates

*1654. Shri Virendrakumar Shah:
Shri parthasarathy:
Shri G. 8. Mishra:
Shri Nitiraj S8ingh Chawdhary:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Shipping be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Starred Question No.
621 on the 20th June, 1967 and state
the result of the negotiationg with the
U.S. Shippers' Conference to make
them revise and reduce their increased
freight rates?

The Minister of Transport ang Ship-
ping (Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao): After
further correspondence with the U.S.
Shipping Conferences concerned and
consultations with our Embassy in
Washington, it has been found neces-
sary to send a delegation to hold nego-
tiations with the Conference in New
York op the subject. The result will
be known only after the negotiations,
which are starting in New York next
‘week, are completed.
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