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the driver has to immediately tell two
staff members about the compressor or
the traction motor is neot heing in
working order so that immediately
they can communicate the message to
V. T. Station. By this measure, when
the train comes on platfonnn No. 1,
there will be no occasion or cause to
announce that the same train will be
going from gnother platform and pés-
sengers should shift to another plat-
form. If that psychological factor is
taken into account, all the trouble will
be over.

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: May I know
from the hon. Minister whether there
is any phased programme recgarding
replacement of various parts that have
been mentioned now?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
have already bookeq an order for im-
ported materials and we hope that by
February we will be able to get the
first consignment of some of the com-
ponents, They are only spares. But as
far as replacement ig concerned, they
will be completely replaced by indi-
genous parts.
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133. SHRI KACHARULAL HEM-
RAJ JAIN:

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KID-
WAI

Wil] the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
truck-load of domestic gas cylinders
had burst out in Kotla Mubarakpur,
New Delhi; on 10th October; 1978
and caused great public panic in the
area;

(b) the reasons to-r the bursting of
gas cylinders; and

(¢) the loss of life and wealth as a
result thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a) A
truck loaded with 250 domestic cocking
gas cylinders was being brought from
the Indian Oil Corporation's Shakur-
basti (Delhi) bottling plant on 10th
October, 1978. The cylinders were to
be delivered to the distributing agent
at Bapu Park: Koila Mubarakpur New
Delhi. The truck caught fire leading
to the bursling of a large number of
cylinders.

(b) The exact cause of the fire and
explosion is still under investigation by
the Controller of Explosives, Agra.
Preliminary investigations tend o show
leakage of gas from filled cylinders.
These cylinders appear to have got
ignited from an external source of fire
likely to have been brought into the
truck carrying the cylinders.

(¢) The total estimated Ioss of pro-
perty is about Rs. 1.5 lakhs. This in-
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cludes the loss of cylinders demaged in
the fire, the cost of the truck, product
loss and partial damage to the gndown
structure of the distributor, There
was no loss of life.
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Railway tracks damaged due to
Floods in W. Bengal

*134. PROF, DILIP CHAKRA-
VARTY:
SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether he is aware that a
large part of Railway tracks has been
damaged as a result of the recent
floods in the country;

(b) if so, what is the extent of

damage in terms of figures (state-
wise);
(¢) how much damage has been

there along in West Bengal:
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(d)y how much time Government
will take to repair the loss; and

(e) the quantum of money already
spent and the further amount re-
quired for the operation?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) to (e). A gstatement is laid on
the table of the House,

Statement

(b) to (e). Information regarding loss
suffered due to floods js not compiled
State-wise but Railway-wise. The phy-
sical loss (excluding loss due to traffic
earnings) suffered Railway-wise due
to recent floods (from 1-9-78 to 31-10-
78) is, however, estimated as follows:

(Figuresin lakhs of

Rs.)

Railwa. Phy.ical

Toss
Central 152
Lastern 442 00
Novthern 18964
North Fastern 47 38
Northeas: Frontier
Southern 055
South Central
South Tastern 305°CO
ToraL alio a0 (Aboutro crores)

Despite the unprecedented and exfen-
sive devastating flood damage, with the
exception of a few unimportant branch
lines or narrow-gauge sections ¢n the
Eastern and Northern Railways and the
thirq line between Kulgachia and Pan-
skura on Howrah-Kharagpur Section
of SE. Railway, restoration work on
all other sections has already hLeen
completed and the traffic thereon re-
sumed. Restoration work on the re-
maining lines is expected to be com-





