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Air Flight frop Chandigarh to
Bhuntu (Kulu)

%638 SHRI DURGA CHAND Wwill
the Mmster of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state’

(a) whether it 1s a fact that Air
India flight was used to operate during
the summer from Chandigarh to
Bhuntu (Kulu),

(b) the year of starling and stop~
ping this flight, and

(c) when this fight 15 likely to be
resumed mn view of the pressing de-
mand of the people concerned?
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SHRI DURGA CHAND:1 was
wery shocked to hear the flat reply of
the Mumister. Indian Airlines had
provided air service between Delhi
and Kulu via Chandigarh since 1966-
87. These fHights were twice a week
and undertaken from 10th May to 15th
July and then from 15th September
to 15th November This flights was
suspended in 1976 after ten yea:s
operation Sir. everybody knows the
importance of Kulu and Manali. So,
8ir, I would like to know the reasons
for suspending these flights and when
they are gowng to be resumed again
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SHRI DURGA CHAND: Sir, special
repawr of the aerodrome was done 1in
August-September, 1876 and Rs 12.88
lakhs were spent on these repairs
Recently, the Home Minister went to
Kulu and the flight was operated and
a big aeroplane was taken there. So.
Sir, when the aerodrome 1s quite fit
for the operation of the fight then I
would like to know why Government
is so negligent in not operating the

flights,
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SHRI K GOPAL The hon Mimster
in his reply made a very amusmng
revelation that because of the loss
incurred, because he 15 not getting
much passenger traffic he has dis-
continued

MR SPEAKER The landing ground
and other things

SHRI X GOPAL That was one of
the reasons given by him—not enough
passengers 1 should like to ask him
whether the break-even factor for
Avro or Fokker Friendship, for Avro
I am told 1s 120 per cent occupancy
and for Fokker Friendship i1t was about
90 per cent tInterruptions) I am
subject to correction When such 1s
the case when he 15 supporting
Avros and Fokker Friendships in
other routeg by subsidising them he
15 making profits only on jet Mights, I
hope he will agree with that will the
hon Minister consider introducing the
service even at the cost of subsidis-
mg it from other flights”

SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KAUSHIK
I have already answered that, profit-
abiity 1s not the only consideration
before the Government so far as
operating the service to Kulu 1s con-
cerned, 1t has got tourist attraction
also But definitely from the ar
safety point of view and the minimum
length of runway required for
operating the service, it 13 not advis-
able
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