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(d) wh«n the report is likely to be 
submitted?

THR MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR 
(SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA):
(a) to (d). In the context of the pre
paration of the Sixth Five Year Flan, 
a number of Working Groups have 
been set up by the Planning Commis
sion. The Workng Group on Emp
loyment of Women is one such The 
Working Group has in turn set up 
five Sub Groups on different aspects 
of employment of women The report 
o f one 0/  the Sub Groups has been 
submitted and those of others are 
awaited. The Working Group will 
finalise its report shortly after the 
Reports of the Sub Groups have all 
been received,
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Delay la teotav « f  Passports

•631. SHRI SOMJIBHAI DAMQEU 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) is it a fact that the issue of pass
port takes about six months now-a- 
days,

(b) whether it is a fact that the 
post of Regional Passport Officer, 
Ahmedabad, is vacant for the last 2 
years,

(c) the average number of applica
tions for passport received and pass* 
ports issued per month before and 
after the M.Ps. were authorised to 
sign the verification certificate Region- 
wise, and

(d) if there is heavy arrears in the 
issue of passports, how Government 
contemplate to clear it?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
VAJPAYEE), (a) When passports 
are supported by Verification Certifi
cates signed by authorised persons, a 
passport is issued within two months. 
In other cases, the time taken at 
present is 4 months.

(b) No, Sir. The post of Regional 
Passport Officer in Ahmedabad is 
filled by an Assistant Passport Offi
cer, who is the acting Regional Pass
port Officer No post has been lqft 
vacant.

(c) A statement giving the monthly 
average of the number of passport 
applications received and passports 
granted during the six monthly period 
prior t0 1st August 1977 and after, 
is laid on the Table of the House

(d) An additional number of 375 
clerical posts, and 8 posts at higher 
level have been already sanctioned. 
Proposals to further increase the 
staff are under consideration in order 
to clear arrears a&d to cope with the 
increased inflow of passport applica
tions.
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S. Passport Office Period before MP» were Period after MPfe were
No. authorised to sign Veri- authorised to sum Veri

fication Certificates fication Certificates

Monthly average of six Monthly avenge of six 
months Feb. 77 to July 77 months Aug. 77 to Jan. 78

Applications Passports Applications Passports 
received issued received issued

t Ahmeadbad . 7,100 6,138 6,016 7.734
17,176 *9.777 81,565

3 Calcutta <»53o 2.48+ a,160

4 Chandigarh 11,934 8,301 «3.333 to,93a
5 Delhi . 8,488 6,936 *4.407 9.<»4

*4>33» 43.4*4 81,159

7 Hyderabad . a,665 a,496 8,7*5 6,544
6 Lucknow 2,677 6,835 3,688

6,193 12,198 f t0>373

Total 66,ao8 1,96,609 93.o*9

American Activities In Indian Ocma

*682. SHRI VAYALAB RAVI: 
WiU the Minister of EXTERNAL AF
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that United 
States of America have increased 
their activities in military bases in 
the Indian Ocean;

(b) whether United States of Ame
rica have established a military base 
on St. Marting Island Jh Bay of Ben
gal with the consent of Bangladesh; 
and

(c) if so, Government’s reaction 
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
VAJPAYSET: (a) While the Govern
ment of India are aware that con
struction activity is going on in Diego

Garcia under the authorised allocation 
upto the fiscal year 1978, we have no 
information that there has been any 
recent increase in these activities.

(b) No, Sir. To the best o f our 
information, there is no such military 
base in existence.

(c) Does not arise.
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