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SHRI N. SREEKANTAN NAIR: 
In view of the fact that it will take
4-5 years to produce cashew nuts 
iniide. the country and in view of 
the fact that China took about
70,000 tonnes of cashew nuts from 
Tanzania, will the Government try 
to improve the relations and put 
some more pressure on the Tan
zanian Government and get more 
raw nuts during next 3-4 years?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: Recent-
ly, only 15 days back, I was in those 
countries and I have taken up the 
matter with the Prime Ministers and 
the concerned Ministers of those 
countries and I have been trying to 
pursuade them. That is the reason 
we may get perhaps 10,000 or 15,000 
tonnes more this year. But it is not 
a permanent solution. The perma
nent solution lies in having our own 
production in our own country and 
the Government would like to give 
all possible incentives. In the case 
of Kerala Government, with a view 
to solve the present problem we have 
made Rs. 4.5 crores available to them 
so that they can come out of this 
crisis.
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Designing: defects detected in 
Boeing-737 Plane

*72. SHRI RAJENDRA KUMAR 
SHARMA: Will the Minister of
TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIATION 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some 
designing defects have been discover
ed in the Boeing-737 plane;

(b) whether these defects have 
been brought to Government’s notice;

(c) whether in view of two earlier 
accidents of Boeing-737, a scheme hag 
been drawn to make some change* 
therein; and

(d) if so, which other Boeing plane* 
are to replace the Boeing-737 being 
operated for internal flights in the 
country and the time by which this 
replacement will take place and if 
not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI 
PURUSHOTTAM KAUSHIK): (a)
and (b). No, Sir. No designing 
defect in Boeing 737 aircraft have 
been discovered so far in India. 
Recently Indian Airlines* Pilots re
ported to Indian Airlines about non- 
extension of the leadiftg edge devices 
on Boeing 737 aircraft, but during 
investigation the reported defect 
could not be established.

(c) The recommendations arising
out of the earlier accordings to Boe
ing 737 aircraft have been given 
effect to, but it is reiterated that no 
•design defect was reported in the 
investigation reports, r t

(d) Does not arise.
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SHRI K. GOPAL: Before the
Hyderabad aircrash, the Commercial 
Pilots* Association did warn you 
•bout the manufacturing defects. I 
would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether it is a fact that the 
utilisation of the aircraft Boeing 737 
is more than the n o^s  set by the 
manufacturers.

S'HRU PURSHOTTAM KAUSHIK:
I do not agree that it is being utilised 
more than permissible. But in India 
we are definitely making maximum 
utilisation of this aircraft because 
there is a consistent and persistent 
demand from the hon. Members as 
well as from the public to connect 
many more places.

MR. SPEAKER: But not at the
cost of safety.

SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KAUSHIK:
I can assure the House that this is 
not being done at the cost of safety. 
We take all precautions to see that 
the operation of the aircraft is safe 
and only after taking that into con
sideration we are trying to meet the 
maximum requirements of the mem
bers of the public. I can assure the 
House and the people that all pre
cautions, so far as the safety aspect 
is concerned, are being taken.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS

India’s Foreign Trade Deficit

*61. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: 
SHRI RAJ NARAIN:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE, 
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERA
TION be pleased to state:

(a)whether India's foreign trade de
ficit is likely to be around Rs. 1,100 
crore at the end of the current finan
cial year because of substantially large 
imports and some decline in exports; 
and

(b) if so( the steps proposed to im
prove the position?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, 
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERA
TION (SHRI ARIF BEG): (a) Based 
on the latest provisional figures the 
deficit of India’s foreign trade during 
the first nine months (April—Decem
ber) of 1978-79 was Rs. 785 crores 
with exports including re-exports 
and imports amounting to Rs. 3909.08 
and Rs. 4693.97 crores respectively.




