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Setback in India’s exports to Irar

*63. SHRI BALWANT SINGH
RAMOOWALIA: Will the Minister of
COMMERCE, CIVIL SUPPLIES AND
COOPERATION be pieased to state:

(a) whether the turmoil in Iran has
caused huge losses and setback to the
export of Indian goods to that country;

(b) is it correct that engineering
goods worth Rs. 5 crores exported
from Ludhiana (Punjab) to Iran are
lying at Bom_bay after being returned
from Iran; and

(c) if so, what steps he is taking to
save the Industrial activities of Punjab
due to this development?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, CIVIL
SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ARIF BEG): (a) The turmoil
in Iran has affected the export of
Indian goods to that country.

(b) No such information has been
brought to our notice. However, some
ships have off-loaded cargo meant for
Khorramshahr (Iran) at Abu Dhabi,
Dubai and Okha.

(¢) Government is keeping a close
watch on the situation and taking
necessary steps. Alongwith the
stabilisation of the political situation
in Iran, it is expected that India’s
trade relations will not only return to
normalcy, but will improve, *

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOO-
WALIA: To my surprise, the Minister
has said that he has received no in-
formation. The news item, which is
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the source of my question, was publish-
ed in all the leading papers of Punjab
including two English dailies. Will The
Minister explain as to why his Ministry
did not contradict the news item?
The Minister says that some off-load-
ing was done at Abu Dhabi, Dubai sand
Okha. Can it not be imagined that
these goods might be lying there?
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SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOO-
WALIA: Will the Minister explain to
the House as to what steps his Minis-
try has taken to compensate the loss
in exports and mutual trading, after
the assumption of power by Mr.
Khomeini?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE,
CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERA-
TION (SHRI MOHAN DHARIA): As
the House is well aware, the political
conditions in Iran are getting stabilis-
ed. We have already initiated our
dialogue with the new Government
and I am sure that perhaps because of
the emphasis given by Mr. Khomeini
and his Government in not making
huge investments on military prepara-
tions, they will have more investments
for the people and it will certainly
help us in boosting up our trade. I
am sure that in this context, such
losses will be compensated in the long
run,

SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: The
hon. Minister is aware that there is a
big trade gap of nearly 1400 crores.
We also know that Ira,x} is one of the
potential countries to which we can
export our goods to reduce the trade
gap. You are well aware that the
Kudremukh Project ison the anvil and
by 1980 we are supposed to export
iron ore slurry to Iran. I am sure you
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are well aware that Iran will not be
in a position to utilise thig iron ore.
I would like to know from the Hon.
Minister what alternative steps he is
gonig to take so that this huge project
comes into the picture properly to earn
the foreign exchange required for
our country,

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: I would
appeal to the House not to take a
pessimistic view. 1 feel that what-
ever projects have been taken
together with the Government of Iran
do not face any danger whatsoever.
On the contrary, I have no doubt that,
with the new relationship that is
being  established, mutual trade
between the two countries will go up
and there are no possibilities whatso-
ever that we shall have to think of
alternatives.

SHR] TEJ PRATAP SINGH: After
the emergence of new Iran, our re-
lationship having become excellent
with the new government of Iran will
the Government think over the matter
of sending a team to look into how
best we can improve our trade with
Iran?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: It is a
suggestion for action, and a good
suggestion.
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Export cash subsidy to Jute Industry

%64, SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU; will
the Minister of COMMERCE, CIVIL
SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION be
pleased to lay a statement showing: |

(a) total export cash gubsidy paid
to the Jute Industry, year-wise, from
1968-69 to 1978-79;

(b) what other financial assistances
wag given to this industry, year-wise,
from 1968-69 to 1978-79; and

(c) details of the industry’s export
performances in terms of quantity and
value, year-wise, from 1968-69 to
1978-79?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, CIVIL
SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ARIF BAG): (a) to (¢). A
statement is laid on the table of the
House.

Statement

(a) Cash Compensatory  Support
on the export of a number of Jute
Products was introduced by Govern-
ment from 1st October, 1975 Amount
of Gash Assistance paid to Jute In-
dustry since inception of cash com-
pensatory scheme js indicated below:

Year

(April-March)

Amouang

" (Rs./lakhs)

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79 (Up to 31-1-79) & .

PN . . 199°57
702° 40

170364
1602° 70

(b) Among other assistance yiven
to ‘the industry are:

(1) Long term loans by Industrlial
Finance Corporation of  India for
modernisation at consessional interest
rate.

(ii) Soft loan by financial instifu-
tions for modernisation of industry.

(iii) Grants given from the MDF
for export prox[nqtipngl * activities

etc.. " et W e
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(¢) Details of exports of Jute goods

in terms of both quantity uhd value





