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SHRI K. VIJAYA BHASKARA
REDDY: Will the hon. Minister
recognise spraying as part of the
agricultura] openations and will take
the responsibility of spraying by
aircraft throughout the country and
reduce the burden on the farmers?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
Sir, I agree with the hon, Member
that spraying is a part of the agricul-
tural operations, But it is not possi-
ble for the Government to take over
the operations completely and do the
spraying of all the areas throughout
the country. Wherever there is a
necessity, when the Statement Gov-
ernments and the farmers need it, we
supply them the machines,

Action Plap for Flood Control in the
Country

+g8. SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA
BOSE ALLURI.

SHRI SURENDRA BIKRAM:

Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to lay a statement showing:

(a) whether it ig a fact that Gov-
ernmen; are considering an action
plan of Rs. 1700 croreg for floog con-
trol in the country;

(b) if so, how this money is to be
distributed in all the States and how
the plan 1S to be implemented; and

(c) have Government made some
blue print for this plan ang it 8o,
detajls of the same?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
and (b). A Working Group was set
up by the Government to suggest a
programme-of action for flood control.
The Report of the Working Group has
been received and is under the consi-
deration of the Government.

(c) No Sir.
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SHR] SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
ALLURI: My first part of the question
is not answered. My first question is:
whether it is g fact that the Govern-
ment is considering an action plan of
Rs. 1700 crores for flood control in the
country? That wag the news item in
the newsppper. What is the river-
wise break-up of allotment of funds
to the States out of this Plan outlay?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
Sir, I could not say definitely that
the action plan of Rs, 1700 crores is
being considered. But the report
submitted by the Working Group is
under consideration, that is, many
components which are being looked
into and which would not be required
right now, what amount is going to
be spent for each State, etc.

SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
ALLURI. In this connection, whether
Kolleru Lake in Andhra Pradesh
which is also affecting the neighbour-
ing areas due to heavy rainfall is in-
cluded in the Plan Outlay? When
you allot funds to the State Govern-
ments whether you ask them to spend
that money for any particular area?
Whether any blue-print plan has been
prepared by the Government for this

purpose?

SHR] SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
Normally, the flood-protection and ir-
rigation is a State subject and they
have to do this work themselves.
But we make some plang and the State
Governments are also asked to sub-
mit their plans and then they are
examined and some Centra] assistance
goes to the States.

SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
ALLURI: He is saying that they will
be giving some money under this
Plan. But this amount of Rs. 1700
crores is for natural calamities, flood-
control, etc. Recently we had tidal
wave in Andhra Pradesh anq other
natura] calamities. Thig report I have
read in one of the newspapers. I
can produce it.
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SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
This Working Group has taken into
consideration only the 9 States in the
northern region where floods had
been the severest Jlast time. They
had taken these into consideration and
on that they had presented a report
which is under consideration.

SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
ALLURI: My question is different
and he is giving different reply.

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
That is a separate issue. Here it does
not arise at all.
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SHRI A. C, GEORGE: when Gov-
ernment of India is formulating poli-
cies and programmes to meet natural
calamities like floods from rivers, are
they not taking into consideration
another type of flood which may not
necessarily come from rivers? I am
referring to seg erosion. In the
begining, about 400 miles of Kerala
coast was being attacked by the sea,
but nowadays it is moving towards
Karnataka and Tamilnadu also. In
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view of the fact that sea erosion is
becoming a big national calamity,
will the Government of India think
of formulating a policy to meet this
calamity also, especially jp the three
or fouv- Southern States?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
This doeg not arise from the question.
But we are doing a lot of work in
regard to sea erosion also. As the
Hon. Member must be knowing, a
large area has been protected already.
Some work is going on, and Central
assistance also is given for protection
against sea erosion.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE. Thisis &
simple thing. Just like the flood
control,..

MR. SPEAKER: Yours is an impor=-
tant question, but it does not arise
from this question.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE:
The Hon. Minister referred to a study
being undertaken by a Working
Group and of its Report being filed.
I would like to know the terms of
reference of the working Group and
whether they consider prevention of
flood in future also, and giving relief
to the flood affected areas and States
because, whenever a flood of g severe
dimension—as there was recently in
West Bengal—takes place, there is
always difficult in providing for
funds,

So far as the procedure for assess-
ment by the Central is concerned,
there is a great deal of difference in
the assessment of the States and that
of the Centre, which creates difficul-
ties, mis.understandings and hurdles
in the implementation of relief
measures. Therefore, I would like to
know what is the policy of the Gov-
ernment.

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
This Working Group was constituted
to prepare an outline for an integrat-
ed project and a plan of action for
controlling and meeting the effect of



15 Oral Answers FEBRUARY 26, 1979 Oral Answers 16

floods in the Indo-Gangetic Basin,
mainly. It consisted of represeuta-
tives of the Departments of Agricul-
ture & Irrigation and Finance, the
Planning Commission, the Central
Water Commission, the Chief Conscr-
vator of Forests and the Chief Engine-
ers of the States of Uttar Pradesh ana
Bihar. This Working Group had
gone into this matter. Thev hal
worked on it at many meetings and,
after that, they prepared this Report.
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