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MR. SPEAKER: It is better to
enquire because serioug complaints
are coming.

Minerals on Border of Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri

*974. SHRI AMAR ROY PRA-
DHAN: Will the Minister of STEEL
AND MINES be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the minerals found
on the border ot Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri; and .

(b) the details in this regard and
the step proposed to be taken by
Government for further survey of
minerals in that area?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI BIJU PATNAIK):
(a) and (b). A statement is laid on
the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Minerals found in the border
areas of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri
districts, West Bengal are mainly
lead-zine ore and coal. Besides in
Jainti-Buxa-Duras area of Jalpaiguri,
substantial deposits of good grade low
silica dolomite ere found. Minor
occurrences of limestone, clay and
calcareous tufa are also reported from
this region

(b) The estimated reserves of lead-
zinc ore in Gorubathan area in Dar-
jeeling district are 1.57 million tonnes
with 4 per cent lead and about 6 per
cent zinc. The dolomite deposits in
Jainti-Buxa-Duras area of Jalpaiguri
district are estimated to be of the
order of 590 million tonnes. Discon-
tinuous seams of coal have been found
to occur in a narrow belt extending
over a distance of 80 km. in the
southern part of Darjeeling district
bordering Jalpaiguri. Recent surveys
by the Geological Survey of India
have also indicated 5 to 6 thin coal
horizons between Lish Nadi and Chel
Nadi. The Geological Survey of India
is carrying out further investigations
for lead-zinc and coal in Darjeeling
and Jalpaiguri districts during 1977-78
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(October 1977—September 1978) field
season.

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN:
Mr. Speaker, S8ir, Jalpaiguri, Darjeel-
ing, Cooch Bihar and West Dinajpur
are within the jurisdiction of North
Bengal—a most neglected and back-
ward area too. North Bengal consists
of hilly areas. An unlimited hidden
treasure of minerals lieg in this area,
but no serious survey and investiga-
tion by drilling has been made so far.
A large quantity of dolomite, coal,
copper, lead and zinc deposits are
available there. In view of this, I
would like to know from the hon.
Minister, as to under the guidance of
Geological Survey of India (a) how
many geophysical surveys have been
carried out in that particular area, (b)
how much area of North Bengal was
covered by geological systematic map-
ing and (c) how many meters were
drilleq till March 1978 in that area.

SHRI B!JU PATNAIK: The hon.
Member wants to know what has
been done in this respect. I have
given that information in my detailed
statement.

MR. SPEAKER: He wants to
know, how many surveys have been
made and how much area has been
covered.

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: The geo-
logical and geophysica] surveys are s
continuing process; maping is also 8
‘continuoug thing. There is no ques-
tion of number of surveys, therefore
as such. Detailed survey and de-
tailed drilling is done to establish the
total deposits in the area. This also is &
continuous thing.

MR. SPEAKER:
has been covered?

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: 1 have
given that in the statement. I have
stated that the dolomite deposils are
estimated to be of the order of 580
million tonnes. This could not have
been done unless there was a detailed
survey. The hon. Member will be
glad to know that it is going to be
exploited on a basis ot partnership
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between the Central Government and
the State Government of West
Bengal. We are trying to utilise this
low silicon dolomite for the steel
plants. For the first time a certain
discovery of this low silicon dolomite
has been made in North Bengal and
we are going to exploit it.

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN: It
will be a matter of high costing if
the ore of North Bengal is sent to
Khetri in Rajasthan or Ghatshilg in
Bihar for smelting purposes. There
is also another copper, lead and zinc
deposit area at Rangpo in Sikkim
which is not far away from Gouru-
bathan. So my question is: whether
the hon. Minister will be able to
state if the government will set up a
copper, lead and zinc complex in
North Bengal and make necessary
arrangements for smelting there.

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: I would
like to inform the hon. Member that
wherever this complex ore copper,
lead and  zinc—is there, there
hag yet been no satisfactory process
anywhere in the world to separate
this combination. Therefore, a plant
on an economic scale cannot be esta-
blished by utilising these ores. In
Sikkim vast quantity is there but it
is a composite ore and, therefore, it
is very difficult to separate it and the
process has not yet been found.
Although our national laboratories
are dealing with it, anq laboratories
the world over are dealing with it,
yet ng satisfactory process has been
esfabligshed.
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