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g grants to the universities in the
South there is a discrimination by the
University Grants Commission? Whe-
ther it is a faet that he has pleaded
tor selting un a separale University
Grants Commission for universities in
the south?

DR, TRATAP C(lHANDRA CHUN-
DER: 1 have not come across that
statement. Bul I do nol admit that
the southern universities are discrimi-
nated against, There is a large num-
ber of figures here and if you like,
I can place it before the House for
consideration.

SHRI TEJ PRATAP SINGH: The
hon, Mmister has 1ead out the assis-

tance given to various universities.

Bundelkhand University does not find
a place here. This is a backward area
and it needs support. Will the Mini-
ster kindly sce that the University
Grants Commussion provides enough
funds 1o the Bundelkhand Unaversity
hecause in that area that is the only
University?

DR PRATAP (HANDRA CHUN-
DER: We wil] look into that question.
The figureg are not with me.

Traditional Mud Huts of India

*930. SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA:
Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING AND SUPPLY AND RE-
HABILITATION be plcased to state:

(a) whether any research has been
done to improve the traditional mud
huts of the Indian villages; and

(b) what are th, changeg and
measures suggested fo make these
houses less uncomfortable and more
useful?
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SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: In
view of the very hopcless housing con-
dition in which the country finds it-
self today, vast majority of the people
have practically no huuses that could
be called houses. 1 am glad that the
Government hag done some research
in this. I knew that some research
was going on for g long time. Some
of the findng which arc good, should
be communicated tp the people. What
has been done to transmii these mea-
sures 1o the people? Whether the Plan-
ning Commission hLas been doing
womething aboul it? Whether the
fund, have been provided for it?

TIIE MINISTER OF WORKS
AND HOUSING AND SUPPLY
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
SIKANDAR BAKHT): For the
first time, 1t has been proposed that
from out of the funds reserved for
housing, Rs. 500 crores be reserved
for rural housing alone. Thig has hap-
pened the first fime. The iesulls
have been rirculaled widely fo the
Stutes. In UP some work hus already
bLeen done under the supervision of
NBO. West Bengal ig also going to un-
dertake proprammes worth Rs, 2 c1o-
res under this gcheme. Orissa Gov-
erament also 15 considering the adop-
iion of this type of houses

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: Are
you transmitling the measures to the
people?

SHRI SIKANDAR BAKHT; 1 did
say that the design hag bren widely
circulated to all the State Govern-
ments fur adoption ang it is explain-
ed that this design has been adopted
by severa] State Governmenils with
some modifications.

SHRT BEDABRATA BARUA: Have
vou worked out the cost of these
houses? Whether they are suitable
from the health, safety and hygienic
point of view? Where the research
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is going on? Whether the research is
also gomng on in regard to the heavy
rain fall areas where mug houses do
not work?

SHRI SIKANDAR BAKHT. The
cost is estimated at about Rs., 1500
without the contribution of labour
which is provided by the incumbent
himself. The size of the plot will be
80 square metres. The accommodation
is provided in a plinth area of 20
square metres consisting of one room.
a covered cooking space, a platform,
sanitary latrine and bathing place,
There is a provision for construction
of one additional room for further re-
quirements. The cost of the house is
less than Rs, 1500/_ when built through
self-help. The rear courtyard provides
open Space as well as space for caltle
shed.

This is the resull of the rescarch
done by the Forest Research Institut«
as well as the Central Building Re-
search Institute.
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DR. SUSHILA NAYAR: S, T woulg
like tp congratulate the Minister for
the excellent research work done by
the Central Building Research Insti-
iute, Rourkee in regard to protection
Irom fire as well as heavy rainfal] etc.
All the discoveries that have been
made are very good resulting in reduc-
tion of consumption of steel and ce-~
ment and cost of construction, But,
Sir, I would like to know from the
Minister whether it is irue that there
1¢ oliff resistance from the CPWD to
put intg practice the suggestions and
to work along the new lines discover-
ed by the scientists. They want to go
alomg the old pattern and they are
very reluclany to accept  these new
ideas. What is the Minister doing to
break tlue resistance on the pary of
the CP.W.D.?

SHRI SIKANDAR BAKHT. Sir, the
Cenira) P.W.D. hag little to do with
rural housing. The queslion today is
about rural housing. I am not very
sure, but I think this is not very right
to say that there ig some sort of tus-
sle gomng on between the CBRI's find-
ings ang the CPWD.

SHRI ALLURI SUBHASH CHAND-
RA BOSE: I feel Mr Barua's question
orginally i» on construction of mud-
houses. This will be a good substitute
specially when there is 3 scarcity of
cement ang steel in ithe country That
is actually ihe main question. I have
seen the statemenl which the hon.
Minister has given. But it contains in-
formation abhout the research which
is already there. But my question is:
Iy there now any research going on
which can substilute cement ang steel
construction” To what cexlent it has
progressed” Ang in regard to this
construction will there be any possi-
bility to consiruct big houseg also
with mud? Is there any rosearch on
that?
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SHRI SIKANDAR BAKHT: There
ure different specfications for different
types of houses in the rura] areas. But
the question was specifically with re-
gard {0 mud houses. Through this
introduetion, it was not a replacement
of cement gr anything of that sort. In
tact, under the scheme, use of cement
or steel 1s not conceived. What we
have done 15, we have exiended the
Iife of the mud houses {rom one
viar to three to five years.

SHRI SHAMBHU NATH CHATUR-
VEDI: May I know how the findings
of research are going to be transmitted
to the common people? Under (lus
scheme, the Government construction
will not touch even the fringe of the
problem, If the research is to be real-
ly useful, private construction should
also be abile to utilise it so that thou-
sands and millions of people can take
advantage of it. What is being donc
o propagate the findings of research
and translate it into action for the
benefit of the common people?

SHRI SIKANDAR BAKIIT: We do
not «uy that we are Poing 1o solve the
entire problem. That is not our claim.
Our claim is that we have made a be-
ginning. 'This has heen done for the
fire¢ time. Ag I have already sub-
mitted, I repeat that enough steps
have been taken to transmit these
findings to the State berause Housing
is cssentially a subjeet which is in the
Slate sector.

(Iiterruptions)

Nepal based Employees of CP.W.D.

*932, SIIRI BHHANU KUMAR
SHASTRI:

DR. VASANT KUMAR
PANDIT:

Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING AND SUPPLY AND RE-
HABILITATION be pleased to <tnte:

(a) whether Government ic gware
that ahout 1500 Neangl-haseq e~m-
plovees of C.P.W.D. have beep agita-
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ting for unsatisfactory working/
service conditiong and are on strike
for the last geveral days,

(b) 1if so, details thereof;
(c) what are their demands;

(d) whether Government have
considered thewr demands and if so,
outcome thereof; and

(e) if not, reasong therefor?
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