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Potato Development Board

*945. SHRI IQBAL SINGH DHIL-
LON: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a great need
for the setting up of Potato Develop-
meni Board at a national level,;

(b) if so, the steps Government pro-
pose to take in this direction; and

(¢) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
i (¢) The Government of India
have not so far considered any pro-
posal for the establishment of a Pota-
to Developmeni Board as the present
infrastructures are considered to be
adequate to meet the requirements of
production. The Govt. of India, in col-
laboration with the State Govern-
ments, take all steps for helping the
farmers to meet their requirements
for production of potato, The produc-
tion and distribution of improved
seed is coordinated by the Govern-
ment of India through an All India
Commitiee on seed production which
meets twice a year. Special steps are
taken to help the farmers in the dis-
posal of their produce. During the
current potato season following mea-
sures were adopted:--

(i) Exports of potatoes from India
were permitted by the Government
by various cooperatives and other
agencies on the basis of canalisaticn
through NAFED. (ii) For encourag-
ing exports still further, potatoes ex-
ports under OGL basis were allowed
by Government w.e.f. 3rd February,
1979. (iii) The Governments of Pun-
jab and Haryana have sought the as-
sistance from NAFED and Coopera-
tive Agencies of their States for the
purchase of potato in the State and
jts movement outside. The Punjab
Governmen hav asked MARFED and
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NAFED to offer a minimum price of
Rs 50 per quintal to farmers and have
agreed to meet the losses, if any, that
may result from operation under Gov-
ernment Direction. The  purchase
cenires have also been increased. In
the State of Haryana, NAFED in col-
iaboraticn with HAFED have entered
into a joint venture for the purchase
of potato on a commercial basis,

In the State of UP, a Joint venture
has also been agreed 12 bhetween
NAFED and Apex Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation for making com-
mercia® purchase of potatoes. They
have also increased the number of
purchase centres for purchasing
potatoes. i

(iv) The Ministry of Railways have
been impressed upon from time 0
time to increase the supply of railway
wagons to transport potatoes from
the centres of production to consum
ing centres.

(v) Ministry of Agriculture has
written to the State Governments at
the highest level that in order to al-
leviate the hardship caused to the
potato growers by the fall in prices,
they may draw up a crash program-
me for providing market support
the commodity.

At the National level there is also
an Indian Potato Development Coun
cil in which representation is giver
to the growers, State and  Central
Governments, Members of Parliament
Cold Storage Industry, traders efe
The function of this Council are as
under: —

(1) To consider development pro:
grammes in the Central and Stats
Sector in respect of Potato, reviev
progress thereof from to time ant
recommend measures for increas
ing the production of potato:

(2) To consider problems relatin
to the production and marketin
of potato and remunerative prict
to potato growers and advise Gos
ernment in these matters;
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(3) To consider demands for
different varieties of potato in the
different varieties of potate in the
and advise Government about ne-
cessary arrangements for meeting
the sard demand through suitable
ce.clopment programmes,

{4) To consider the special needs
of small and marginal farmeis in
rerpret of potalo production and
sugeerst swituble measures for meet-
ing the same;

15} To favilitate coordination bet-
ween rescarch  and  development
programmes relaling to potato and
io advise about the needs for im-
provement in the qualily ind pro-
ductivity of potato.

(6) To advise Government on
such other connected matlers as
may be considered necessary from
time to time

In addition, the Indian Polato
Development Council is also em-
powered to set up Standing Com-
mittee, Technical Committee and
Ad-hoc Committee to lonk  into
specific issues and to coopl mem-
bers such as representatives of
Agricultural Universities and other
special interests as and when nece-
sarry for sperific purposes.

Memorandum from All Indjs Postal
Employecs Union Class III

*946, SHRIMATI MRINAL, GORE:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to siate:

(8) whether it is a fact that the All
India Postal Employeeg Union Class
III has recently submitted any me-
morandum to his Department about
their problems; and

(b) it so, the decision taken there-
on?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI NARHARI PRASAD SUKH-
DEO SAI): (a) In the absence of

particulars such as reference, date,
subject etc., it has not been possible
to 1dentify the specific memorandum
which the Hon'ble Member has in
her mind.

{(b) Does not arise.

Feodgraing to Orissa under Rural
Development Workg

*947 SIIRI SARAT KAR: Will the
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased {o state

(a) whether any requesls have been
made by the Government of Orissa to
the Central Government for the supply
ol ioodgrins to that State for the yural
development works durmg  the next
financial year, and

(h) 1t so, the reaction of Central
Government ihereon?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURFE AND IRRIGATION (SHRIL
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) Yes
Sir, The Government of Orissa have
requested for the supply of a total
quantity of 3 lakhs tonnes of food-
grains under ‘Food for Work Pro-
gramme* during the year 1979-80.

(b) Kceping in view the demands
of the State Governments and the
total quantity of foodgrains likely to
be made available for the purpose, it
may not be possible to supply this
much quantity to Orissa, this year.
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