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SHRI L. K. ADV ANI: I would not 
deny there is ample scope for impro-
vement, and constant efforts in this 
direction are going on. In fact, in this 
me has been drawn UP to cover, espe-
Cially. the T. V. plays, and for that, 
we are taking recourse to the non-lap-
sable fund we have. Cp.rtain program-
mes that have bf'en conceived have 
really attracted appreciation from the 
audience. 
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New Mini Cement Plants 

-247. SHRI BJRENDRA PRASAD: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
identified ninety sites fOr setting up 

mini cement plants to be based on 
lime stone deposits; 

(b) whether more sites are likely to 
be identified later; and 

(ei out of these how many sites 
are situated ill the State of Bihar? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRl GEORGE FERNANDES): (a) 
"nd (b). Cement Research Institute 
'-cave identified 46 potential sites in 19 
States for establishing mini cement 
rlants. Since there are several limp. 
stone deposits which are yet to be 
explored ann prove~l, there are possibi-
lities of identifying more sites later. 

(c) In the State of Bihar the sites 
identified by the Cement Research In-
!'titut are as under;-
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SHRI DWARIKADAS PATEL: May 
I know from the Hon. Minister whe-
ther these mini cement plants will be 
cconomic units in competition with 
larger units and, also, what pretau-
tionary steps the Government plans to 
take to enSure their competitiveness? 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: As I 
said carlier, we appointed two C:ml-
mittee£-one to consider the econo-
mics of the mini cement units, and 
the other to consider the technical and 
technological aspects of the mini 
cement industry, and the two Commit-
tces have submitted their reports. 
Where the economic aspects of the 
mini cement industry are concerned, 
the Committee has made certain re-
commendations which would require 
the Government to make some fiscal 
concessions to the mini cement units. 
AU these points are under examina-
tion at the moment and once a deci-
siOn is taken, it would be Govern-
ment's endeavour to see that the Il"1ni-
cement plants' are enabled to function 
in a competitive market where the 
large cement plants are presently ope-
rating. (Interruptions). 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYA: 
The Minister has stated in his reply 
that there are possibilities for setting' 
up more mini cement plants. May I 
know, in this respect, what is the 
total amount of cement necessary !.)r 
this country and how much is at J:re-
sent produced from the different ce-
"'/lent hdustrics? Secondly, is it within 
the knowledge Of the Minister that in 
most of the places, cement is sold at 
b lack·market prices? 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: This 
",ar, th(' requirement of cement in the 
cou:1try is estimated at 20 million 
tons, and we shall be producing 20.5 
million tons. Our efforts are to reach 
21 million tons, but we are sure of 
reaching 20.5 million tons. 

AN HON. MEMBER: How much 
<Ire yOu importing? 

dHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: We 
are importing about 2 million tons of 
cement. In So far as distribution or 
cement is ocncerned, since 1st Octo-
ber, the distribution in most of the 
States has been taken over by the 
State distribution and marketing agen-
des. To the best of my knowledge, 
this new system whereby the States 
are looking after the distribution of 
cement, is working satisfactorily and 
we have not had any recent report~, 
at least, of anyone indulging in bIDck-
market of cement. 
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