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(d). Since no large scale chemical
control operations against water hya
cinth have been undertaken in India,
question of weedicides poisoning our
water does not arise. Further, ap
proved weedicides, properly applied in
the recommended dozes are not likely
to prove hazardous.

Announcing Price of Crops before
Sowing

*381.SHRI BiHAGAT RAM;
SHRI K. T. KOSALRAM:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state;

(a) whether Government have de
clared many times its commitment to
announce the price of crops before
sowing;

(b) whether Government are still
committed to this promise; and

(c) when will Government fulfil Iheir
commitment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE) IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU PRATAP
SINGH); (a) to (c). Government are
keen to announce the support prices of
agricultural commodities before their
respective sowing seasons and are
taking necessary steps in this behalf.

Foodgrains for construction of Tele
phone Exchanges an^ Post Offices
*383. SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND irr igation  be pleased to state:

(a) whether foodgrains will be given
if the States take up works like cons
truction of Post Offices and Telephone
Exchanges buildings in rural areas and
if these departments agree to pay the
cash contribution to the Government;
and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor?
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU PRA
TAP SINGH): (a) and (b). No, Sir.
Under the Food for Work Programme

the State Governments/Union Territo
ries can take up such items of work
for which provision exists in their 
budget and they can show the additio
nality achieved over and above their
existing budget provisions for those
items of work. The main obiective of
the Food for Work Programme is to 
create durable community assets in 
rural areas which are productive
in nature of strengthen the
rural infrastructure. Also the 'Gov
ernment of India separately provide
for construction of Post Offices and
Telephone Exchanges according to
Plan. As such it would not be possi
ble for the States to take up the wcrks
like construction of Post Offices and 
Telephone Exchange buildings in rural
areas unSer the Food for Work Pro
gramme.

Indo-Pak talk on Locust
*384. SHRI P. M. SAYEED:

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:
(a) whehter Indo-Pak talks on locust

situation in the sub-continent were
held on 18th February, 1979;

(b) if so, the main subjects discus
sed;

(c) the decisions arrived at; and
(d) to what extent the decisions will  ̂

help the Indian farmer?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARN ALA); (a) The
Indo-Pakistan bilateral meeting on lo
cust control was held on the 5th and 
the 6th March, 1979 at New Delhi,
and not on the 18th February, 1979.

(b ). The main subjects discussed
were;

(i) The locest situation in India,
Pakistan and other neighbour
ing countries and likely locust
developments in the near fu- ‘ 
ture. %

(ii) Locust control potentials ava- 
able with India and Pakistan.
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(iii) Review of bilateral arrange
ments.

(iv ) Special survey of the Indo- 
Pakistan border areas and spe
cial border meetings.

(v) FAO assistance in our control
efforts.

(c ). The following decisions were 
arrived at;

(i) In spite of the best efforts being
made to control infestation in
the Arabian Peninsula some
escapes of locust swarms may
occur and eventually affect the
locust situation in India and
Pakistan and, therefore, anti
locust organisations of the res
pective country must be kept 
alert and be geared up to meet 
the challenge.

<ii) Wireless linking of Karachi 
with Delhi/Jodhpur should be 
expeditiously effected for quick 
exchange of locust informa
tion.

(iii) Both countries should expe
dite implementation of I'ropos- 
als to strengthen their anti
locust organisations in respect 
of staff, transport and commu
nication facilities and also to 
provide suitable amenities and 
incentives to the staff engajred 
on anti-locust operations.

(iv ) Both countries should allow 
their respective aerial units to 
conduct locust control and sur
veys close to the Indo-Pak 
border and to overlook any 
inadvertent crossing of the 
border on reciprocal basis.

(v )  During the period of gregari
ous locust activity, daily newg 
bulletins on the All India 
Radio and Radio Pakistan 
should be broadcast.

(vi) The special locust border meet
ings between the locust officers
of the two countries should be 
continued, as in the past.

(vii) F.A.O. be requested to continue
its assistance for special sur
veys of the Indo-Pakistan
border areas.

(d )  If, as a re s u lt of th e  ab o v e
m entioned coordinated  efforts, locust 
attack s are  effectively han d led  in  th e  
scheduled d esert a re as  itself, th e  fa r
m ers w ould b e  saved fro m  th e  dep rad a- 
tions of locust a ttack  on th e ir  crops.
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Survey conducted in Kerala by  
Archaeological Survey of India

3602. SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: 
Will the Minister of EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WEILFARE AND CULTURE 
be pleased to state;

(a) whether it is a fact that the Ar
chaeological Survey of India has not 
yet conducted detailed survey of all 
districts in Kerala;

(b ) if not the details thereof and 
reasons; and

(c) when the whole survey is reported
to be completed?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CHJLTURE 
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUNDER): 
(a ) and (b ). A detailed survey of four 
Districts of Kerala viz. Trivandrum, 
Quilon, Allepy and Ernakulam, has a l
ready been completed w hile five dis
tricts viz. Cannanore, Kozhikode, Kot- 
tayam, Trichur and Palghat have been




