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pulsory, then that language will be- 
come very unpopular and it will not 
help the cause of Sanskrit.
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Damace to Farakka Barrage in 1975

*272. DR. BALDEV PRAKASH: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
states

(a) whether serious damage was 
caused to the Farakka Barrage in 
early 1975;

(b) whether it is a fact that damage 
was caused by the down stream cut
off consisting of sheet piles;

(c) whether it is also a fact that 
the chie£ engineers working on the 
Barrage raised their voice and wanted 
the matter to be looked into by a com
mittee of experts;

(d) whether help of Navy w h s  
sought to repair the damage; and

(e) whether no action was taken 
against the contractor responsible for 
the construction and his claims are 
being considered sympathetically?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) 
to (c). A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House

Statement

(a) and (b). No damage was caus
ed to Farakka Barrage in 1975. How
ever, after the monsoon of 1974, river 
surveys in the immediate vicinity of 
the Farakka Barrage indicated scour 
on the downstream side of the Bar
rage in bays No. 14 to 20 including 
gap of i ” to 4” between two piles on 
the downstream in bay No. 18. Such 
problems of scour in the vicinity of 
barrages founded on sandy soils are 

normal in case of major rivers.



a5 Oral Answers PHALGUNA 22, 1889 (SAKA) Oral Arwwm 96

(c) No, Sir. The General Mana
ger of Farakka Barrage Prpject plac
ed the matter before the Technical 
Advisory Committee of the Project 
for advice The Committee which 
comprises eminent engineers and ex
perts and gives advice on technical 
matters pertaining to this project 
suggested necessary remedial measures 
and directed that these should be 
completed before 1975 monsoon and 
the same were duly completed

(d) No, Sir

(e) Bays No 1 to 21 were cons
tructed by the National Projects 
Construction Corporation—a Public 
Sector Undertaking between the period 
1965 to 1970 It is difficult to attribute 
the cause of such deficiencies, which 
come to light years after the actual 
construction work is completed, to 
any defective construction on the part 
of contractors It has, therefore not 
been possible to pm-point the cause 
of the deficiencies
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On the downstream side of the bar
rage in bays No 14 to 20, there was 
a gap of i to 4” between two piles 
on the dawnstream m bay No 18 
This was the matter that was also 
gone into and it was not private con
tractor who had constructed this As 
I already submitted, it was the Na
tional Project Construction Corpora
tion, a semi Government body which 
had constructed it and the entire 
matter was gone into

sft frarsrwT . *fht 
srarm far ar«r ^  srwrtt fonr ft w  
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farsnft m  »if *fr 7 far^ft
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2? Oral Answers MARCH 18, 1978 Oral Answers

S ta t o r  T O I W I  :  T t f  ifcft 

fafvft *rr z m  farer «n(V fr*rr strt | 
f a  srrsr w  «rer, srr t t r t  %  s r  

T$r 11 *frc * $  w  qTtr fa<?T ^  \ 
vtk fa rtf ^  3rr?r *r̂ t 11 5rtt f«p ^
srt fr*n crT̂ P5r ^  *pfipr *r 40
«rr js'fife *T5"<T spirt t̂rtt | sft*< h t 
*tarc v n t  n̂Rfr 11 *r *m* ^  *r 
mx *tt Tt ht yrnr st *r£ i

That is the only thing that has hap
pened
Tt*T% qT*t frST^ Tt R̂T ^  | I

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HOL
DER The hfe o<* the Barrife ria> 
be at least 1 00  years or more than 
that It has been constructed ioi 
such a long time But if there is some 
crack, some defect within five yeais 
or sue years, then the Government 
should look into it and should set up 
an enquiry committee Though it i 
a serious matter it was con tructod 
by the National Project Construction 
Corporation, a public sector under 
taking, but it cannot be ignored in 
the national intriest An enquuy 
should be held and it should not bt 
taken m a light manner So 1 w ml 
to know whether furthei cnqun y 
committee will be set up oi enquiry 
will be held by the Government of 
India I want a categorical answci 
from the hon Minister

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA 
Whatever defect was noticed imme
diately remedial measures wore 
taken and before the onset of mon 
soon, repairs had been completed So 
there was no question of going into 
all this and such things, normally 
also happen because it is a Barrage 
founded on sandy soils, it is a veiy 
big Barrage on a big river A very 
minor defect had occurred that 
which had been rectified m time
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f?STf5T 5 t r  7 T? R  J T T T W r ^ h

SHRI PRASANNBHAI MMirA 
The hon Ministc > while givin? ans 
wer to a supp t mentarv qu< ion 
stated th »t the whole mattei w is 
looked into I would like to know 
from the hon Minister who actually 
looked into tht whole affair whuh 
authority looked into thi damage 
and what ar* the tindmgs of that 
authority

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA 
This w u a Technical Advisory Com
mittee of the Farakka Board

AN HON MEMBLR Headed by’

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNAIA 
Consisting of eminent engmeeis It 
was headed by Dr A C Mitra an 
eminent engineer he was earlier 
Chief Engmeei in U P They gave 
this finding (a) the opening m the 
sheet piles should be covered on 
the upstream side with neopren or 
any other available rubber seal (L)



39 Oral Answers PHALGUNA 22, 1899 (SAKA) Oral Answers 30

immsdiately down-stream of the gap 
sand filling should be done in the 
shape of a half frustum of a cone 
of 5 ft radius at the top with its cen
tre at middle of the gap m the sheet 
pues, (c) over the sand, filter mate
rial should be placed with about two 
ft thickness at the top and about 
three ft thickness along the slopes 
and (d) above this Alter material 
boulder protection in sausages should 
be laid up to an elevation plus 29,
i.e to the top of the end-till of the 
concrete raft It was accoiding to this 
that the repair was conducted

Experimental Projects of Primary 
Education

*277 SHRI K RAMAMUR THY
Will the Minister of EDUCATION 
SOCIAL, WELFARE AND CULTURE 
be pleased to state

(a) why only 15 States/Union ter- 
nloiies have been selected for parh< 1 
pjtion in the two experimental proje t> 
of primaiy Education Curriculum Rc 
ntwil and Development Activities in 
Community Education and Paiticipa 
lion, and

(b) when all the States and Union 
Terntones will bt. covered by these 
two experimental projects>

TIIF MINISTER OF STATF IN 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(SHRIMATI KENUKA DEVI BARA 
KATAKI) (a) As per the Plan of 
Operations signed with UNICEF only
12 States were to be covered with 
experimental projects—5 Stites in 
the first yeir 1975-76 and 7 States 
in 1976 77 However while corres
ponding with States 15 States which 
had voluntecxed participation were 
finally selected for the experimental 
proiects

(b) In the next Plan of Operation (to 
be agreed to between the Govern 
ment of India and UNICEF) ftom 
1980 it is proposed to cover the u -  
maining States and Union Territoncs

SHRI K RAMAMURTHY Fifteen 
States and Union territories were

covered under this Agreement ^gned 
with the UNICEF. I would like to 
know whether the remaining States 
have approached he C ential Govern
ment with regard to their inclusion 
and what criteria have been fixed fay 
the Central Government to choose 
the States for these experimental 
projects

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BARA- 
KATAKI As I have said, 15 States 
were selected The criteria for selec
tion were, (1) willingness of the 
States ih) availability oi resources, 
and (111) estimate of maximum uti
lity of an experimental project like 
this Practically all the States were 
asked by the Governmem of India.

SiIRI K RAMAMURTHY Which 
aie all the States which have been 
left out of these experimental pro
jects’  Has there been any repeated 
approach by the Tumi Nadu Gov
ernment to be included in this ex
perimental pioject’

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BARA- 
KATAKI I need notice for this

Requests for Supply of Foodgrains 
from Foreign Countries

*279 SHRI R V SWAMINATHAN 
SHRI £> R DAMANI

Will the Minister of AGRICUL- 
rURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased 
to state

(a) whether foreign countries have 
stirted approaching India for supoly 
of surplus food

(b) if so whether any enquiries 
h ive been received and Government’s 
rc elion thereto and

O how muih food surplus is there 
and the quantity expected during the 
current yeir and whether Govern
ment have decided t:> export the same, 
and if so to which countries’

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL- 
TURF AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA) (a) 
to (e) Under the present policy of




