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Posta]l fesility in eunl arens

*355. SHRI SUKHDED PRASAD
VERMA: Will the Minister of COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state,

(a) whether Government have made
any survey for setting up Postal facility
centres within a radius of 10 Kms. 1n
the rutal -ateas; and

(b) if so, the number of Post Offices
likely to be set up under the scheme
and the time by which the new Post
Offices will start functioning?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 1HE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI NARHARI PRASAD SUKHDEO
SAI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Participation of Indian High Commis-
sion in the receptions of Sint. Gandhi

*356. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR:
SHR] PIUS TIRKEY:

Wil the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Indian High Com-
mission in London, and the Indian High
Commissioner there in particular, took
any direct or indirect part in one or
more programmes and functions in
which Mrs, Indira Gandhi, former
Prime Minister, was a guest speaker
or a guest;

(b) if so, full facts thereof;

(c) reasons for such official recoghi-
tion of and participation in the saia
programmes; and

(d) whether Indians in India and/or
in Britain lodged any protest at such
official involverment by the Indian High
Commission and if so, Government's
reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI
VAJPAYEE): (a) Yes, $ir.

(b) The Jndish High Qommlissioner
received an invitation to be a speaker
at the Indo-British Associationt dinner
on November 16th, 197B, in honour
of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and Prince
Charles which he accepted. The High
Commissioner spoke on Shri Nehru's
contribution to India and hjs unfail-
ing belief in ‘“Independence with
freedom” and alse made some
reference to the present health and
vigour of Indian democracy *after its
temporary eclipse”.

(c) The High Commhissioner attend-
ed the dinner as it was organised in
honeur of SHAri Jawaharlal Nehru and
Prince Chartles.

(d) It is reported by our Mission
that only ome critical letter was
teceived regarding the High Com-
missioner's  participation. Govera.
ment support our High Commissioner's
decision since the meeting was in
honour of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and
Prince Charles.
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