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Making Barr&ckpore and Bhatpara 
exchanges automatic

•1087. SHRI SAUGATA ROY: Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have im­
mediate programme to make BarracTt- 
pore and Bhatpara exchanges in West 
Bengal automatic;

(b ) if so, the details thereof; and

<c) if not, the reasons for the delay?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA­
TIONS (SHRI NARAHARI PRASAD 
SUKHDEO S A I): (a) to (c). An
automatic exchange at Bhatpara has 
been commissioned on 25-2-1978. 
Plans have been initiated for instal­
lation of an automatic exchange at 
Barrackpore. Subject to any unfor- 
seen delay, it is hoped to commission 
the exchange by 1983-84.

Flight of Indian Job-Seerers abroad

•1088. SHRI SANKERSINHJI
VAGHELA: W ill the Minister of
EXTERNAL. AFFAIRS be pleased to 
state:

(a ) whether it is a fact that recent 
directives of the Government of India 
restricting Job seekers going abroad 
have exposed Indians working abroad 
to untold miseries and hardships and 
Indian embassies are far from help­
ful;

(b ) i f  so, whether Government are 
thinking to recast its policy in this 
regard;

(c) i f  so, the salient features there­
of?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI A TA L  BIHARI 
VAJPAYEE); (a) Government have 
not issued any directive recently so 
as to place restrictions on job-seekers

going abroad and expose them to un­
told miseries and hardships. Under 
the Emigration Act of 1922 and Rules 
made thereunder, Indian workers 
emigrating for the purpose of employ­
ment have to fulfil certain formalities 
which are intended to protect tha 
interests of workers abroad. Indian 
Embassies have been instructed to 
take special interest in the welfare 
of Indian workers abroad and to 
ensure that the terms and conditions 
of employment are fulfilled. The very 
purpose of the Emigration Act of 
1922 is to eliminate exploitation and 
improve wages and living conditions 
of Indians working abroad.

(b) and <e). Does not arise.
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