LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

—_—

Monday, July 31, 1978/Sravana 9,
1900 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: Q. No. 203. ..

" SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: Sir,
I want to make a submission. There
was a ballot for today and I was told
that my number was third; I gave
the priority also. But my name is
not there in the list.

MR. SPEAKER: I will look into the
matter.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA:
This is not the first time. It happens
many times. You ask your office to
be more particular about it.

MR. SPEAKER: 1 will look into it.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: About
Questions, we are becoming more and
more disappointed. 15 days have
passed and not a single Short Notice
Question, has been admitted. The
questions which are admitted in the
Rajya Sabha are not admitted in the
Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha is be-
coming a closed-door affair. 1 am
sorry to say that.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA:
Why has it not come in the list? I
must be told about it. You direct
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them. This is not the first time. I
send five Questions every day.

MR. SPEAKER: I will look into the
matter.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Important
Questions, Call Attention notices and
Short Notice Questions have not been
admitted. Only unimportant Ques-
tions are being put on the list. I want
you to reconsider all those issues.

MR. SPEAKER: Q. No. 203;—Shri
C. N. Visvanathan—not here; Shri P.
Thiagarajan—not here. Q. No. 204;
Shri Janardhana Poojary—not here;
Shri Pradyumna Bal—not here.

Q. No. 205.
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THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-

DER): (a) and (b). A Statement is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) No census data are available
to show the position of West Bengal
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in regard to literacy at the time of
Independence. The first Census of
independent India was held in 1851,
According to this Census, the literacy
position of West DBengal (excluding
0—4 age-group) in relation to other
States and Union Territories in the
country was fifth. According to 1961
and 1971 Censuses, the literacy posi-
tion of the State (excluding 0—4 age-
group) was eleventh and twelfth
respectively,

(b) In order to eradicate illiteracy
from the country, the major thrust
would be on two priority program-
mes of universalisation of elementary
education and National Adult Educa-
tion Programme. In West Bengal,
4313 lakh additional un-enrclled
children in the age-group 6—14 age
planned to be covered during 1978—83
to achieve the goal of Universalisation
of elementary education. Under the
National Adult Education Pro-
gramme, it is proposed to cover the
entire illiterate population of 72.89
lakbhs in the age-group 15—35 in West
Bengal by extending adult education
facilities to them in a phased manner.
The Primary responsibility for imple-
menting the Schemes rests with the
State Government. It is hoped that
with the implementation of these
two programmes, the literacy position
would improve substantially,

SHRI RAJ KRISHNA DAWN: The
staternent which has been laid on the
Table of the House by the hon. Minis-
ter shows that the literacy position of
‘West Bengal in relation to other States
and union territories is hopeless more
than what I had asked in the Ques-
tion. The statement says that accord-
ing to the 1971 Census, the literacy
position of west Bengal was twelfth
as against eleventh, as I have stated
in my Question. Today, we are in
1978 and we can expect more deterio-
ration in the educational sphere of
West Bengal In view of that, I would
like to know from the hon. Minis-
ter {a) how many times the Govern~
ment of West Bengal, if at all, drew
the attention of the Government of
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India to this grave situation in educa-
tional sphere.

{b) whether they have asked for
more grants to improve the literacy
position in the State and what the
Government of India did in  this
matter.

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: With regard to supplementary
question (1), T would like to say that
the task of spreading literacy and
primary education primarily lies with
the State Government. Therefore, the
question of the State Government re-
ferring to the Government of India
does not arise; and, So the question
of grants for this purpose is also
immaterial. However, as I have told
this House several times, the Central
Government has adopted an  adult
education programme which will be
in fofce from 2nd October 1978. We
have decided that we are to make
10 crores of people literate in five
years' time. This is & massive pro-
gramme. Accordingly, the allotment
for West Bengal has gone up. It
was decided that 72.89 lakhs within
the age group of 15 to 35 in West
Bengal should be given facilities for
adult education and 50 per cent of the
expenses will be borne by the Cen-
tral Government.

As for spreading primary education
in the coming Plan, 43.13 lakhs
additional unschooled children of the
age group of 14—16 are to be covered
under the particular scheme.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: 1 would like to know from the
Minister whether he is aware that the
West Bengal Government has an-
nounced that they will open 1000
primary schools in school-less villages
and whether it will help to eradicate
illiteracy in West Bengal, and whether
he is aware that recently, in West
Bengsal, the State Education Ministers’
meeting was held and opinion was
expressed by the Education Ministers
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welcome the proposal that 1000 pri-
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1t is entirely a matter for
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MR. SPEAKER: The Second part
DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-

st instead of the Concurrent list and,
does not arise.

that Education should be in the State
" if so, what is his reaction in this mat=-
DER: As regards the first part,
mary schools will be opened in West
Bengal.

‘the State Government to implement

ter?
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