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THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADV ANI) : (a) No, Sir. Govern-.
ment, have, however, decided to set up a
Press Comm ission.

(b) The composition of the Commi-
ssion and its terms of reference are being

finalised .

(c) Does not arise at this stage.
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Bose-Mullick Committee on Jute
Industry

*501. SHRI S G. MURUGAIYAN «
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY  be
pleased to lay a statement showing :

{a) whether  the Bose-Mullick Co-
mmittee on jute industry has submitted
its report

{b) if so, the details and Goverrment’s
decision thereon ; and

(c) if not, when it is expected ?



29 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(Y§HR§ EGORGE FERNANDES) : (a)
es, Sir.
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(b) and {c). The following arc the
major recommendations made by th ¢ Bose _
Mullick Committee on Jute Indust ry and
action taken thereon

Recommendation

Action Taken

1. For achieving cost reduction with lesser invest-
ment and with minimum displacement of
iabour, it would be desirable to comcentrate
upon a minimum need based programme of
modernisation of jute industry. . For this pur-
pose assistance from the financial institutions
should be made available on a sufficiently
liberal scale.

. The Jure Manufactures Development Council,
i consultation with the industry should go into
the details and take necessary measures for re-
placement of heavier constructions by lighter

ones in order to conserve raw jute and make
jute goods competitive.

. The abolition of muli-point sales tax can go a
long way in attracting the investment of private
capital and improving the condition of the
market.

. There should be a fresh in-depth assessment of the
export prospect for Indian jute goods during
the next 10]15 years by an expert body, keep-
ing In view the recent developments in the field
of synthetic and other relevant facts.

There is considerable scope for restructuring of
wage rates in the jute industry by linking them
with productivity, In the context of the
norms in this regard to be indicated by the
Technical Committee of the Jute Manufactures
Development Council, the Government may
take up the matter with the State Governments
for consideration.

The Government should constitute a Committee
to look into the various aspects of the problems
of raw jute, maintaining a stability of its price
ar a reasonable level through appropriate unc-
tioning of the JCI, buffer-stocking of jute etc.

. Government should consider total abolition of
excise duty on sacking and fixation of statutory
minimum prices therefor.

. Mecthodology for having scientific pre-harvest
estimates or jute ¢rop should be devetoped and
“intensive jute districts” programme should be
extended,

9 There should be a standing arrangement for re-
view of the performance of the individual units
in the jute idustry at regular intervals with
the object of indentifying sick units to enable
the Government to take appropriate action,

A Task Force was set up by the Ministry of
Finance for going into inter-alia, the
problems of medernisation of jute industry.
As a result of the recommendations of this
Task Force, IDBI had sct up a “Soft
Window™ for jute industry for medernisa-
ation, 1FCl has been nominated as the
“lead organisation” for jute industry ,

Lighter warieties, particularly of Cotion
Bagging, have been developed and adopted
by the Industry. A lighter substiture for
B. Twill bags has also been developed
and its prototype is undergoing field trials.

The matter i3 being pursued with the Go-
vernment of West Bengal.

A group was sel up on 31-12-%6 for this pur-
pose.  The report is being finalised.

J-M.D.C. have evolved norms of preductivily.
and this question is under consideration of
the Ministry of Labour.

A Committee headed by the Jute Commis-
sioner has been set up for thiz purpose
on 31-12-55.  Its report is awaited.

These proposals were considered in consulta.
tion with the concerned Ministries and the
Planning Commission, but it was decided
not 0 implement them, The position-
will be reviewed as and when considered
necessary.

This recommendation has been referred to
the Ministry of Agriculture for necessary
action.

A Committee was set up for this purpose and
as a result of thelr efforts, management of
three jute mills, {Khardah. Uniou and
Alexandrz), has been taken over under the-
I (D&R) Act.
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Recommendation

Actimm Taken

10. It is necessary to draw up a phased programme of
research for the next few years so as to  ensure
quick results in certain specific areas demand-
ing immediate artention, For the next few
vears’ action plan, thercfore, the development
council should address itself to the task of deter-
mining {a) which of the priority research pro-
jects are of top most priority; (b) resources
not being a limiting factor, the minimum time
needed for completiion of such projects of top-
most priority and (¢) the quantum of funds
needed for (b) and then finalise the outline of
a minimum need-based strategy.  Once such
an exercise has been completed, the appro-
priate authorities consider the same to make
available the requaired resources for imple-
mentation of the same.

The Development Council for Jute Manu.
factures has been asked to initiate necessary
action in this regard and it is working in
accordance with the suggested guidelines.

Traffic study for Bombay by the
Central Road Research Institute

*ro2. SHRI  ANNASAHEB GOT-
KHINDE : Will the Minister of
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  be
pleased to state :

(a) whether the Central Road Re-
search Institute has been entrusted with
the work of traffic and transportation
studies for Greater Bombay;

(b) if so, since when; and
{c) the broad findings of the said study ?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI) : {a) Yes, Sir.

{b} The work has started with effect
from 1st November, 1977.

(c) The study is expected to be comp-
seted over a period of 4 years. It is pre-
mature to give any indication of the broad
findings at this stage.
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