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SHRI K. MALLANNA: This situa
tion exists all over the country, not 
only in Madhya Pradesh. Southern 
Railway is facing critical coal shortage 
and has been forced to cancel. . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Madhya Pradesh is 
not in Southern Railways.

SHRI K. MALLANNA: It is a ques
tion of coal shortage. Coal shortage- 
has forced to cancel all passenger train 
service at Olavakot Division. Coal sup
ply in ether divisions is also meagre. 
Is it a fact that 50 per cent of the 
goods train movement has been curtail
ed? All the passenger trains in this 
area have been cancelled. Trains on 
all these stations have been stopped. 
May I know from the hon. Minister. . . .

MR. SPEAKER: There is a separate- 
question on that.

I have admitted a separate question- 
on that subject.

SHRI K. MALLANNA : It is a ques
tion of coal shortage all over the- 
country.

MR. SPEAKER: There is a separate- 
question on this subject.

Electrification of Delhi-Jhansi Section
*408. SHRI UGRASEN: Will the 

Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to* 
state:

(a) is it a fact that the Report of 
the Committee on Relative Economics 
of Diesel and Electric Traction on 
Indian Railways had been submitted 
to the Railway in the last week of 
June, 1978;

(b) is it a fact that the Committee 
in their Report has unanimously re
commended taking up of phase-wise 
new railway electrification projects 
commencing from mid 1978-79 to 
1989-90 giving first priority to the 
electrification of Delhi-Jhansi Section; 
and

(c) if so, what decision has been 
taken by the Railway Ministry ancf



what is holding up the commence
ment of the Railway Electrification 
works of Delhi-Jhansi Section and 
when this Project is likely to be 
cleared for commencement?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE); (a) 
and (b). Yes, Sir.

(c) The report of the Committee is 
under consideration of the Ministry of 
Railways and no final decision has been 
taken so far on the report of the Com
mittee. Planning Commission have re
cently cleared electrification project of 
Delhi-Mathura section, including Delhi- 
Avoiding Line, as a first phase of elec
trification of Delhi-Jhansi section and 
approved of commencement of electri
fication work on the section during the 
current year.
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MR. SPEAKER: That does not arise.

SHRI VIJAYKUMAR N. PATIL; In 
view of the fact that Delhi-Jhansi is a 
vital link between most of the north
ern States and Maharashtra, MP, will 
the hon. Minister try to give priority 
and urge the Planning Commission to 
take up the remaining sections, that is, 
Mathura-Jhansi of this line for urgent 
electrification?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: As
far as the committee that was appoint
ed for the purpose is concerned, the 
hon. Member will be happy to know 
that if the lines that have been recom* 
mended for immediate work of electri
fication, the first priority has been 
given to Delhi-Jhansi and Mathura 
Gangapur city—567 km. We will con
tinue to urge the Planning Commission 
to give consent to this particular sec
tion so that the work can be staited 
immediately.
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SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I am not 
as fortunate as my friend, Mr. Ugra- 
sen. He has got all that he wanted. I 
would like to know whether this is the 
same committee as the Raj Committee 
or is it a more recent committee. I 
would also like to know whether the 
Government will be pleased to olace 
the report of the Committee on the 
Table of the House. I would also like 
to know what are the other sections 
that have been recommended by this 
committee for electrification. It Is not 
right that one region gets every thing 
and the other regions are left high »x*f 
dry.

AGRAHAYANA 28, 1900 (SAKA)
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE; The 

hon. Member is right. The reference 
is only to the Raj Committee. There 
is another committee known as Motive 
Power Committee which has nothing 
to do with it. He will be very happy to 
know the various lines that have been 
recommended by the Raj Committee in 
a corporate plan. I will just read out 
within two minutes. “In addition to the 
present works in hand, that is, Waltair- 
Kirandul, Madras-Vijaywada, Madras- 
Thivellore, the Raj Committee has re
commended the following projects in 
the corporate plan (1974—89):

Delhi-Jhansi and Mathura Ganga- 
pur City.

2. Vadodara-Ratlam and Godr»- 
Anand.

3. Sitarampur-Mughalsara
4. Bhusaval-Nagpur.
5. Jhansi-Bina.
6. Bina-Katni-Anuppur.
7. Bina-Bhopal-Ratlam.
8. Bhopal-Itarsi.
3. Sonenagar-Barkakhana.
10. Durg-Nagpur
And the alternative is Botori-Itarsi 

or Anuppur-Bilaspur.

MR. SPEAKER: But not Bangalore 
Dia Madras.

Delay in Commissioning of Korba 
Fertilizer P ro j^

409. SHRI RAGANALU MOHAN- 
ARANGAM:

SHRI P. S. RAMALINGAM:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM, 

CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state;

(a) the reasons for delay in the 
commissioning of Korba Fertilizer 
project; and

(b) the amount invested so far and 
the anticipated cos* escalation due to 
delay? f

/  THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
1" AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI- 
r  ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)

Korba was taken up for implementa
tion as a coal based fertilizer project. 
It was slowed down in the middle of 
1974 due to resources constraint. It was 
also decided that further implementa
tion of the project as well as setting 
up additional capacity, based on coal 
as feedstock should be considered only 
after experience becomes available of 
1he operation of the two coal based 
plants under commissioning at Talcher 
and Ramagundam which are exected 
to commence commercial production in 
July, 1979.

<’b) The question of revising the cost 
estimates of the project will be taken 
up after experience of Talcher and 
Ramagundam becomes available. An 
expenditure of Rs. 21.04 crores has 
been incurred on the project upto the 
end of October, 1978.

SHRI RAGAVALU MOHANARAN- 
GAM: It is a well known fact that 
Korba was taken up for implementa
tion as a coal based project during the 
Second Five Year Plan. It was closed 
down in the year 1974. But even fur
ther implementation of this project and 
setting up of additional capacity is 
*ilso completely depending upon the 
two coal projects at Talcher and Rama
gundam. It was stopped in the year 
1974 during the Second Five Year Plan 
period. Setting up of additional capa
city will start depending on the coal 
based projects which commence in 
1979. What exactly is the reason for 
the inordinate delay for that of 9 years, 
when it was started in 1970?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: I am 
sorry to say that reply already con
tains the position and I cannot elabor
ate upon that except to say that it is a 
hard fact that this particular plant was 
conceived in 1962 but it was ultimate
ly given up somewhere in 1974.

SHRI C. N. VISHWANATHAN: 
What was the reason?

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Mohanaran-
gam has put the question. No supple
mentary please.




