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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock

[Mr. S peaker  in the Chair} 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

SHRI JOYTIRMOY BOSU: Sir, I
have written a note about Jaiprakash- 
ji ’s health.

MR SPEAKER: The Minister is go
ing to make a statement. Now, Q. No. 
406 He is absent.

New Design of Bullock Cart

♦407 SHRi DURGA CHAND Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether it :s a fact that the 
National Institute cl Design, Ahnieda* 
bad has made a new design for buUock 
cart;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) what is the cost of a bullock cart 
as designed by the Institute;

(d) what stpps Government have 
taken to make the new bullock cart 
popular in the villages, and with what 
results; and

(e) what is the number of new bul
lock carts designed by the Institute so 
far and given to each State?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI <JEQRGE FERNANDES): (a) 
to (c). A  project for redesigning of 
bullock cart has been taken up as a

2
student diploma project in the Nation
al Institute dft Design, Ahmedabad. 
The improved design envisages use of 
a third wheel to avoid direct load on 
bullocks. The scheme is still in a 
conceptual and design stage As the 
prototype of the improved design hasi 
not yet been made, costs and other de. 
tails have not been worked out.

(d) and (e). Do not arise. 1 t
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SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 
ALLURI: Although I am not interest
ed to come to Parliament in a bullock- 
cart like Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, re
cently, we have seen many designs of 
the bullock-carts which were design
ed in different places.
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The problem is this. One single de
sign is not sufficient for different parts 
in this country and for different cli
mates. Is there any design or some 
particular design they are manufactur
ing or they are thinking of manufac
turing, lor the multi-purpose, for 
transpoi tation as well as for agricul
tural purpo cs and what not? Is there 
any particular design which is uni
form for the entire country?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 
There is a lot of designing in this res
pect going on. For instance, apart 
from the national Institute at Ahmeda- 
bad where this particular project has 
feeen proposed, there is an appropriate 
technology group that is operating 
under the auspices of the Indian Insti
tute of Science is Bangalore. They

have also come forward with the de
sign, but their view is that rubber 
tyres are not suitable lor bullock-carts 
because that puts a greater strain on 
the bullock. They have made cer
tain scientific studies in this respect. 
They believe that the traditional, con
ventional bullockcart wheels are ideal 
ones. However, they have suggested 
certain modifications. Therefore, there 
are a number of agencies and institu
tes that are currently looking into this. 
As and when something positive comes 
to us, we shall certainly take action 
on that.

SHRI PURlfANARAYAN SINHA: 
Whether he proposes to appoint a 
Committee of technicians who will ad
vise certain means by which the iron 
mounted wheels of the bullock-cart 
which damage the village roads and 
asphalted roads are avoided and pneu
matic tyres are used with ball bearings 
fitted to the axle so that it will be lik
ed. At the same time, it will take 
greater load and there will be less 
damage to the bullock. Whether you 
will consider appointing a committee 
of technicians to go into this because 
every 40 persons in a village of India 
has got one bullock-cart. We are 
still running in a bullock-cart tradi
tion. Therefore, whether he will ac
cept the suggestion of appointing a 
committee.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I  
do not believe any committee is need
ed for this purpose. There are lot 
of agencies that are currently doing 
a considerable amount of work. We 
will coordinate their work and take 
a decision that is necessary.
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