
coke that they are receiving is high- 
priced as compared to what is paid by 
the small-scale industries in the north 
and they have claimed that they 
should also get them at the same 
price. I would like to know whether 
the Minister, whose heart he claims 
i5 in developing small-scale industries, 
will raise the problem with his col-
league, the unenergetic Minister of 
Energy and see that they are supplied 
to them at a cheaper price. 'Secondly, 
because this is raw material----

MR. SPEAKER: This is not raw 
material; this is a question.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRlSH- 
NAN: Coal and coke are the raw mate-
rials required for the industry. Se-
condly, I would also like to know from 
the hon. Minister what help is being 
given to the small-scale industries to 
develop the export market, particu-
larly in the South East Asian and 
Arab countries, from where they are 
being squeezed out by bigger coun-
tries.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 
There are a number of export cor-
porations which are taking care of the 
export problems. There has not been 
any specific complaint made to me 
about the sn:all-scale industries hav-
ing any problem about exporting 
what is manufactured by them. In so 
far as the price of coal and coke is 
concerned, that is a question which 
will have to be examined by the 
Energy Ministry, and the hon. Mem-
ber is free to make a reference to the 
Energy Ministry.
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SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 
There are a number of on-going 
cement projects and some of them 
will be completed in the course of this 
year, and some next year. These will 
enable us to meet some of the present 
shortages. Besides, we have taken 
steps to see that during the next eight 
months in any case our cement units 
produce one hundred per cent of their 
capacity. We are doing everything 
necessary to monitor their produc-
tion, and we are hopeful of achieving 
this target. Thirdly, so far as the 
present shortage is concerned, we are 
also importing cement. A considera-
ble amount of cement has been im-
ported and is being imported, and we 
will see that the shortages are met.
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