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Agreement with USSR for Supply o f 
Crude OU

*432. CHOWDHRY BALBIR
SINGH; Will the Minister of PETRO
LEUM AND CHEMICALS AN D  FER
TILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether an agreement has re
cently been signed with USSR for 
supply of crude oil;

(b) whether the price to be paid for 
crude is higher as compared to the 
price charged by other countries; and

(c) If so. the reasons therefore?
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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
' c h e m i c a l s  a n d  FERTILISERS 

(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a ) to (c ). 
Under the bilateral trade arrangement 
between India and U.S.S.K. a ('ontract 
was signed between the Indian Oil 
Corporation and ‘SOJUZNEETEEX- 
PORT o f Soviet Union on 21-2-1977 for 
supply o f 1 million tonnes o f crude oil 
during 1977. It would not be in the 
commercial interest of the Indian Oil 
Corporation to disclose further details.
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Construction o f New Railway l  in i 
from  Bankura to Mejia

*433. DR. BUOY MONDAL; Will the 
Minister of RAILW AYS be pleased to
sta te ;

(aj the progress made in the cirec- 
tion of construction of the new Rail
way line between Bankura and RIejia 
in West Bengal which was decided to 
be taken in hand by the Ministry ia 
^■iew of the fine coal-belt discovered in 
the area;

(b) whether the work of the survey 
has been completed, and if so, v/hen 
the actual work of having the rail 
lines is to be taken up; and

(c) w hether any estimates have been 
made and if so, what are they ant̂  in 
what stages the work is likely to be 
completed?

THE MINISTER OF RAILW AYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a) 
to (c). A Final Location Tratfic-cum- 
Engineering Survey for construction ol 
a rail link between Bankura and M ejia 
is nearing completion. The estimate 
will be processed after completitm of 
the survey. A decision regarding 
construction of the line will be taken 
after the survey is completed and the 
reports examined.

DR. BU O Y MONDAL: In case the 
coal mines start working, as program
med. and if the construction o f the 
railway line is not completed in time, 
earlier than the exploration of the coal 
fields, do as the Minister propose to 
have consultations with the Ministry




