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SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN: Is
there any proposal to have a trade 
agreement with USA?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: We shall 
always be happy to have trade agree
ments with all the countries in the 
world as they are going to serve our 
own interest.

Display of ‘Welcome to Maharashtra9
Posters at Belgaum Airport

*490. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA:
SHRI F. H. MOHSIN:

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the Karnataka Govern
ment has taken up the matter with the 
Civil Aviation Department of his 
Ministry regarding display of ‘Welcome 
t0 Maharashtra* posters at Belgaum 
airport;

(b) if so, the reaction of his Minis
try thereto;

(c) whether any action has been 
taken against those held responsible;

(d) whether the town of Belgaum 
is in dispute between the two States; 
and

(e) whether Union Government have
decided not to do anything which
may harm both the States?
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: I have care- 
fully gone through the statement and 
from this I find that answers are given 
to those"1 questions which are not 
asked. About part (d) of my question, 
I think, the Minister is not competent 
to answer that question.

Is the hon. Minister aware that cer
tain mischievous elements in the Minis
try of Civil Aviation and Tourism are 
trying to provoke people between one 
State and another by depicting such 
posters at Belgaum Air Port? Belgaum 
is in Karnataka. This is creating 
a mischievour depiction of posters 
in that area. The Prime Minister is 
here. I am asking a question as to 
whether such elements are creating an 
impression in the country that even 
the Mahajan Commission’s Report has 
not been accepted...

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You come 
to tourism.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: There is a 
deliberate attempt on the part of the 
Tourism Department working in 
Bombay engineered through Delhi to 
create this controversy between these 
two States. They are creating a mis
chievous controversy. I want to know 
whether the hon. Minister is aware
of that and, if so, what action he is
going to take against such elements 
who are engineering this controversy.
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This is the Poster: “Maharashtra 
welcomes you to its cultural panorama'' 
issued by the Directorate of Tourism, 
Government of Maharashtra, Bombay.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It does not 
contain any lion or tiger.

SHRI SOMNATH CJ1ATTERJEE: He 
is looking at every lady as a lion. 
During 20 months, he looked at one 
lady as lioness,
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: What is that 
protest letter and the contents of the 
letter which was sent recently by our 
Government to stop such malicious 
propaganda? I would also like to know 
whether it is not a fact that there is a

journal of the Indian Airlines wherein 
it has been written that Belgaum is in 
Maharashtra and it has also created a 
mischievous malicious propaganda 
when there is a dispute between the 
two states. Then there was a Report by 
the Mahajan Commission. Why such a 
controversy has been created? Is he 
going to withdraw all such malicious 
propaganda made by your Ministry 
either in the journal of the Indian Air
lines or at the airport? What is the 
assurance that the hon. Minister is 
going to give?
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: He has not 
answered my question. What is that 
protest letter which was written by our 
Government?
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: The journal 
of the Indian Airlines has mentioned 
that Belgaum is in Maharashtra. What 
about that?.

DR. KARAN SINGH: What about the 
journal?

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: I can under
stand the reply that is given by the 
Minister that the posters produced by 
the Department of Tourism and the 
State Governments are displayed at 
civil aerodromes as a tourist promotion 
measure. I have no objection about 
that. But the posters are relating to all 
other -States except Karnataka. That 
is the only objection. They are as fol
lows: * ’ . . . -.j *
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(i) Caption: Tamil Nadu—with a
Scene of Bharatanatyam dance.

(ii) Hill forest Gujarat depicting 
scenery—Lion drinking water from a 
pond.

(iii) Caption; Maharashtra welcomes 
you to its cultural panorama. (The 
caption is not “Welcome to r Maha
rashtra” as stated in the Question).

(iv) Caption: Ellora the pride of 
Maharashtra.

(v) Caption.- Delhi—a picture of
Jama Masjid.

Does the Minister know that there are 
posters produced by the Karnataka 
Tourism Development Corporation— 
very beautiful posters? Why did they 
not find any place in the aerodrome? 
(b) I would like to know whether any 
advertisement charges are recovered 
from these different States for dis
playing these posters at the aerodrome 
and whether it is on payment basis? 
Is the Minister aware that this agita
tion has taken place because of some 
statements made by the Railway 
Minister who recently visited Belgaum 
and made some statements regarding 
the border dispute which are agitating 
the minds of the people there. Those 
statements came to their notice and 
then the agitation took place. I want 
to know whether those remarks made 
by Prof. Madhu Dandavate reflect the 
opinion of the Central Government and 
whether they will, in any way, help 
to solve the border dispute between the 
two States?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The third 
part of the question, I do not think the 
Minister can answer. (Interruptions)

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN: This is the 
direct result of the remarks made by 
Prof. Madhu Dandavate who recently 
visited Belgaum.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have 
asked the question. In my opinion, he 
cannot answer that.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): I might clarify that, 
if any remarks has been made by the 
Railway MirifSter which does not relate 
to the Railways, that does not bind the 
Government. Only the remarks made 
by the Prime Minister will bind the 
whole Government.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
On a point of order. The hon. Prime 
Minister has said that only the Prime 
Minister can make a statement on the 
policy of the Government; no other 
Minister is entitled to make a policy 
statement. Does that mean that in the 
context of the collective responsibility 
of the Government, no Minister of the 
Government can make a policy state
ment? They only thing is that, if a 
Minister makes a policy statement 
which is at varianc with the policy of 
the Government, then the Prime Minis
ter can come in.- Otherwise, any Minis
ter can reflect the policy of the Gov
ernment. I do not think the hon. 
Prime Minister is in order.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Even the 
Prime Minister will not make any state
ment without its having been decided 
by Government. Let him be assured of 
that.
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DR. BAPU KALDATY: I strongly 
protest against, and condemn, the atti
tude of Mr. Lakkappa in this House for 
unnecessarily drawing the inter-State 
dispute here on the question of civil 
aviation. He should not have done 
that. (Interruptions)
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International Air Cargo Complex at 
Ahmedabad

•491. PROF P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
WiU the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government have al
ready accepted in principle the pro
posal pressed by the Government of 
Gujferat to set up an international 
air cargo complex at Ahmedabad;

(b) if so, broad details thereof;

•(c) whether the stepg are already 
being taken for implementing the 
said proposal and if so, what are 
they; and

(d) when will the said complex be 
opened and at what total cost?
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