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The Committee on Anti Smuggling 
Measures and Formation of Coast 
Guards, which was set up in Septem
ber, 1974, in Part III of its  Report, 
while recommending the setting up of 
the Coast Guard Organisation  had, 
inter alia observed “ the Coast Guard 
will establish  common  maintenance 
bases and repair facilities and also 
undertake the recruitment and train
ing programme for the crew.  The 
customs fleet will rely on these com
mon facilities/’

The underlying object of the afore
said observation is to avoid overlapping 
of functions and secure optimum uti
lisation of the available resources in 
the most economical way.  How best 
these objectives can be achieved and to 
■what extent it is necessary, for that 
purpose, to integrate, and  in  what 
manner, the maintenance and  other 
technical support  facilties  available 
with the Customs Department and the 
Coast Guard Organisation, has yet to 
be assessed in all its  aspects  and 
worked out m detail  A group of offi
cers is going into that question.  A 
final view on the issues raised in the 
representations will be possible only 
when the Report of this group  be
comes available.

Report  of the High-Powered  Com
mittee for Kandla Free Trade Zone

*465 SHRI ANANT DAVE:  Will
ithe Minister of COMMERCE. CIVIL 
SUPPLIES AND COOPERATION  be 
pleased to state-

(a) whether the Report oi  High 
Power Committee for Kandla  Free 
Trade Zone has been received  by 
Government;

(b) what suggestions have  been 
made by the Committee for the deve
lopment of the zone;

(c) whether all the terms of refe
rences have been covered or not; and

(d) if not, the reasons thereof?

the MINISTER of STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OP COMMERCE,  CIVIL 
SUPPLIES  AND  COOPERATION 
(SHRi AKtF BEG): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A copy of the Report containing 
the recommendations of the Committee 
is available in Parliament Library.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) Does not arise.

Opening of a Branch of French Bank 

in Bombay

*466. SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRI
SHNAN: Will the DEPUTY  PRIME 
MINISTER &  MINISTER OF FIN
ANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether a French Bank  has 
sought the permission of the  Uniota 
Government to  open a  branch  in 
Bombay; and

(b) if ao, the details and Govern
ment’s reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER’ OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI ZUL
FIQUARULLAH): (a) and (b). Societe 
Generate, a French Bank, which has a 
representative office in New Delhi has 
approached the Reserve  Bank  for 
opening a branch in India.  Reserve 
Bank has asked it to send a note indi
cating what its representative office is 
doing now to improve Indian economy 
and what its proposed branch would 
do in this regard.

Another French Bank, Banque de V 
lndochine at de Suez had recently app
roached Government for opening a 
branch in India. It has been informed 
through the Indian Embassy that its 
request has been noted.

Silver Prices/Exports

*467. SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHIN- 
DE- Will the DEPUTY PRIME MINI
STER AND MINISTER OF FINANCE 
be pleased tj state:

(a)  the reason for the sharp rise in 
silver prices;



(b) what has been the impact of 
this sharp rise on the national  eco
nomy; and

(c) what are the reasons that silver 
exports have been banned?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN'THE 
MINISTRY  OF  FINANCE  (SHRI 
SATISH AGARWAL)  (a) The rise in 
the silver prices m  the  domestic 
market has been influenced by  the 
price increase for the metal in the in
ternational market and the  demand 
abroad for Indian silver, as its export 
was permitted on a limited scale till 
February 20, 1979  Silver prices have 
also been influenced by the increase in 
prices of gold

(b) A small quantity of silver is used 
m a few industries and the rise m 
silver price has not had a significant 
impact on the national economy

(c) In order to conserve the stock of 
silver within the country, the export 
of silver bullion, silver  sheets  and 
plates which have not undergone any 
process oi manufacture subsequent to 
rolling was banned with effect  from 
February 20, 1979
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