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SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
All pervading questions. The ques-
tion did not ask for the information
separately regarding the total area
under irrigation. This was not the
question, but I will stil] supply some
information to the hon. Member. For
example in Jammu and Kashmir, the
net area sown is seven lakh and
sixteen thousand.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: If you give it State
by State, it will be a long answer.
You can place it gn the Table of the
House,

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA;
I will mention two gr three things in
which the hon. Member is interested.
For example, in Himachal Pradesh,
the net area sown is 549,000 acres
and the irrigated area is 92,314. This
is 168 per c¢ent. In Jammu and
Kashmir, the area under irrigation is
389 per cent. In Uttar Pradesh, in
eight districts, the total sown area is
8,258,281 and the irrigated area is
1,08,903. This is 13 per cent.

(Interruptions)

In eight districts. In Arunachal Pra-
desh, it is 64 per cent So, the total
percentage in  hilly areas was 23.8
per cent in 1968 figures whereas the
total percentage in the country at that
time was alrout 22.5 per cent.

SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: 1
want to know whether special fund
will be constituted to develop culti-
vation in the hilly areas and special
assistance will be given to the far-
mers in those mreas.
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SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
We have several schemes, as I men-
tioned, for development of hilly
areas, particularly ftribal areas also.
There subsidy is also given. For
community programmes, cent per cent
subsidy is given; for individual pro-
grammes and for small and marginal
tfarmer programmes, 50 per cent sub-
sidy is given in those areas.
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SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH:
In these hilly areas, the judicious
management of water is #n import-
ant factor and sufficient water is not
available for irrigation purpose and
for certain minor irrigation schemes
as per the report that has been given
by the Minister. May I know whe-
ther there is any thinking on the part
of the Ministry to introduce a sprinkle
irrigation in places where land could
not be brought under irrigation, either
minor irrigation or any other source
of irrigation?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
In the areas where land is not smooth;
‘it is undulating, a sprinkle irrigation
is also being introduced in some areas.

Handling Operations of Food Corpo-
ration of India

*4]12. SHRI SURENDRA BIKRAM:
Will the Minister o AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Workers' Co-operative
are not ready to undertake handling
operations of Food Corporation of
India;



as Oral Answers

(b) if so, what alternative steps
the Government propose to take to
remove contractor system for this job
to minimise expenditure under this
head; and

(c) the expenditures incurred under
this head during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Although at
some places workers’ co-operatives
are already working in the Food Cor-
poration of India Depots as Handling/
Handling and Transport Contractors,
such co-operatives have not yet come
forward in sufficient number.

(b) The question of reducing the
engagement of contract labour is
under active consideration of the Gov-
ernment. Meanwhile, labour coope-
ratives will be encouraged to take up
such contracts whenever possible.

(c) The expenditure on handling
and transport operations in godown
and ports, booked under the standard-
ised account head “Contractor La-
bour” in the Corporation for the three
years for which accounts have been
closed is given below:—

1974-75 Rs. 8.90 crores
1975-76 Rs. 12.86 crores
1976-77 Rs. 22.83 crores
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