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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA):
(a) The production o f alcohol in the 
country in the last few years has 
been as follows:

Year

Quantity
in

Million
Litres

1974-75 • 387.00

1975-76 . 408.19

1976-77 . 445.23

1977-78 (Estimated) . 489.45

The major producing States are U.P. 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Bihar and Haryana. A  list of 71 dis-
tilleries producing industrial alco-
hol in the organised sector is laid on 
the Table of the House. [Placed in 
Library. See No. LT— 1433/771

(b) The main industries using alco-
hol are synthetic rubber, polyethylene 
styrene, PVC, acetic acid, acetic an-
hydride, ethy-acetate and 2-ethyl 
hexanol.

(c) Government has taken several 
steps to increase the production of 
industrial alcohol. Out of a price of 
Rs. 60 per tonne of molasses, an 
amount of Rs. 20 per tonne is requir-
ed to be funded separatefy by the 
sugar factories for construction of 
adequate storage facilities for molas-
ses, the raw material for the distilla-
tion of alcohol. Khandsari molasses 
have been brought under the purview 
of the Central Molasses Control Order 
so that the same may be used for dis-
tillation. Increase in the price of 
alcohol was allowed in 1975 based on 
the cost study carried out by the Ta-
riff Commission to bring the price of 
3087 LSr-2.

alcohol at a fair level. The Central 
Molasses Board reviews the produc-
tion of alcohol and molasses from 
time to time and makes necessary re-
commendations to Government to 
step up its production.
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