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PROF. M ADHU D A N D A V A TE ; It 
depends not only on us but also on 
the M em bers o f  the Opposition. Im 
m ediately after the flnalisation o f the 
draft, w e w ill m ove in the matter --nd 
the Railw ays w ill take the initiative 
in im plem enting the norms.

MR. SPEAKER: W e will now  go on 
the next question No. 106. Mr. 
Damani.
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MR. SPEAKER: I w ill give you a
chance for the next question.

SHRI MOHD. SH AFI QURESHI. 
Sir, d on ’t look this side.

(a ) what is the expected  p rod u c
tion o f  fertilizers in the country  in 
the current year both  in public sector 
and private sector;

(b )  what is its percentage to the 
total dem and in the year; and

I
(c ) w hat are the sources from  w hich

the balance requirem ent w ill be m et 
and the details o f  arrangem ents m ad e 
thereof? | J T1
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MR. SPEAKER: I have already cal-
led Mr. Damani.

SHRI MOHD. SH AFI QURESHI: 1 
am supposed to catch your eye, but 
if you don ’t look at me how  can I do 
that.

(^«9l 7?fr ir )

MR. SPEAKER: M any times you  
have been able to catch m y eye. 11 '»! ̂  ■

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: No 
Sir; you don ’t g ive us a chance. 8 . 6 0 2 . 10

MR. SPEAKER: You can look  into 
the records if you  like and find out. 
But I can ’t g ive you a chance for  every 
question. Now, Mr. Damani.
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Production  and D em ajid o f Fertilizers

-‘'106. SHRI S. R. D AM AN I: WiU the 
M inister o f PETROLEUM  AND
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SHRI S. R. D AM AN I; The hon. 
M inister has said that the production 
o f nitrogen during 1977-78 w ill be 20.50 
lakh tonnes and that o f phosphate 6.70 
lakh tonnes. M ay I know from  the 
hon. M inister, what is the installed 
capacity fo r  producing nitrogen and 
phosphate separately and what per
centage o f that capacity w ill be u tilis
ed fo r  producing 20.50 lakh tonnes and 
6.7o lak"i tonnes o f nitrogen and phos
phate respectively?
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SHRI s. R. D A M A N I; The hon. 
M inister has said that the capacity 
utilization lo r  nitrogen is about 66 
percent and for  phosphate 55 percent 
only. M ay I know the reasons for 
such low er utilization o f the installed 
capacity? In this connection, I would 
like to draw  the attention of the hon. 
M inister to the reply given to my ques
tion No. 3211 on 12th July, 1977, in 
which he adm itted that they were 
going to install pow er projects for  in 
creasing the capacity and that question 
was under the active consideration of 
the M inistry. M ay I know, what 
action has been taken since then to 
install pow er projects for fertilizt?rs 
so that the capacity  can be increased 
and we can save on im port o f nitrogen 
fertilizers?
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SHRI R A G A V A L U  M O H AN ARAN - 
GAM ; It is a convention in the House 
that when a M em ber raises a question 
in English, if the language is known 
to the concerned Minister, he would 
reply in English.

MR. SPEAK ER: I have already
about it that it is a convention if  he 
know s it.

SHRI R A G A V A L U  M OH AN ARAN - 
GAM ; He is a professor, I under
stand, and know s English.
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PROF. R. K. A M IN ; I w ould like to 
know  whether fhe G overnm ent is 
considering to install two projects of 
1350 tonnes capacity per day in order 
to m eet the requirem ents o f the coun
try in preference to three projects o f 
900 tonnes per day, w here no foreign 
exchange or foreign collaboration  is 
required as in the form er cases.
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far the country could not produce 
adequate quantities o f nitrogenous 
fertilisers because the local raw 
m aterials are not available. But now 
that vast quantities o f gas have been 
discovered in the B om bay High, the 
governm ent has -ilso announced the 
location  o f a plant near B om bay but 
the hon. M inister, Shri Bahuguna when 
he had been to Bom bay recently, m ade 
an announcem ent that the establish
ment o f the plant is being postponed 
indefinitely. I think the country ’s in
terests would suffer badly by this d eci
sion o f the governm ent and If I am 
not wrong, I think it is because o f som e 
inter-M inisterial squabbles, the esta
blishm ent o f that plant has been given 
up and great concern has been expres
sed in M aharashtra about this an
nouncem ent o f the M inister. W ill the 
hon M inister be pleased to say the 
exact position in this regard?

TH E M INISTER OF PETROLEUM  
AN D CHEM ICALS AN D  FE R TILI
ZERS (SH RI H N. BAH U G U N A;: It is 
not correct to say that the question re
garding location  o f these plants has led 
to an indefinite postponem ent o f  the 
establishm ent o f  these two plants. The 
fact o f  the matter is lh"&C there is no 
inter-M inisterial conflict. There is a 
section o f people in B om bay and areas 
where we had earlier proposed to 
locate these, were apprehtnsive o f the 
pollution problenri arising out o f their 
location  there. Therefore, we have 
constituted a Group to go into the 
w hole question afresh with regard to 
feasibility, etc.
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SHRI .̂  ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
What about the time-schedule?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: It does
take a little time more than the time 
stipulated earlier, but we are trying 
to find a solution. W e will not be able 
to say whether the plant w ill be located 
at a particular place or some other 
place.

MR. SPEAKER: Question No. 107.

SHRI O. V. A L  AGES AN: You have 
to allow some m ore time. I want to 
make a submission. I do not object 
to that but you should show some more 
consideration to this side also.

MR. SPEAKER: Ever>body wants
consideration.

Contract to French Com pany for 
D evelopm ent of Bom bay Higrh

♦107. SHRI PRADYUM NA BAL 
W ill the M inister o f PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI
ZERS be pleased to state whether there 
is a proposal under consideration of 
the Government to give a French Oil 
Company C.F.P. bigger role and higher 
payment for development o f the B om 
bay High and if so, the reasons 
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AN D CHEMICALS AND FERTILI
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAH U GUN A); No, 
Sir.

SHRI PRADYUM NA BAL: I am
happy that the hon. Minister has re
plied in the negative to m y question 
because in these matters like awarding 
o f  contracts, and especially consult
ancy contracts, we should not give 
contracts to m onopoly houses. In this 
connection I would like to know 
whether there is a lot o f wastage o f 
gas in the Bom bay High and if so, 
what steps is the Ministry taking. Are 
they proposing to arrange for the stor
age o f  this gas which has immense 
potentialities in the industrial as well 
as domestic fields. Have they made

any arrangements to conserve this gas 
and utilise it?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA; The Bom 
bay High gas is currently being flared 
no doubt, but we are laying a pipe
line to bring it to the shore and we 
propose to use that Bombay High gas 
as a feed-stock for the two fertiliser 
plants just now explained in the 
earlier question as also use it for a 
while for power generation as also 
ultimately base our petro chemical 
and other allied activities around this 
precious gas.

SHRI PRADYUM NA BAL: I wanted 
to know when. What is the time-bound 
programme? Is it possible to use this 
gas which is now being wasted?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: The gas 
will be brought to the shore by the 
end of May this year when the initial 
use o f it is expected to start.

SHRI PRADYUM NA BAL: In this 
connection 1 would also like to know 
whether off-shore drilling will be taken 
up in the near future in the eastern 
coast around Midnapore— Paradeep 
because there is a lot of potentialities 
for off-shore drilling in that area.

MR. SPEAKER: It does not arise 
out of this question. That is a d if
ferent question.
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